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ExtmSi from the laji Will and Tejiament of 
the late Rev. John Bampton, Qanon of 
Salijbury'. 

" I direft and appoint, that the 

*' . eight Divinity Lefture Sermotis fhall be 
" preached upon either of the. following 
*' fubjedls — to confirm and eftablifh the 
" Chriftian Faith, and to confute all here- 
*' tics and fchifmatics — upon, the divine 

'authority of the Holy Scriptures,. &c. — 
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SERMON L 



Leghari AH vii. 7. 

SHOULD YE NOT HEAR THE WORD, WHidH 
THE LORD I*ATH SPOKEN BY THE FORMER 
PROPHETS, WHEN JERUSALEM WAS IN- 

ilABITED AND IN l^ROSPERITY ? 

. - "1 J, 

i HE prevailing Infidelity of the prefent^ 
times "has diverted attention from all in- 
ferior confi derations, to »a defence of the 
fundamental arguments in favour of Chrif-i 
tianity. The fubjeAs, which w^ere once 
difcufled a's the moft important in Theo- 
logical warfare, are difregarded, and al- 
moft loft, in the momentous conteft, .to 
which the Chriftian champibii is now fvim- 
moned. We' no longer ftrive for^the fub- 
ordinate parts of our Religion ; .the whole 
has been affailed* The controverfy is not 

B confined 



a SERMON I. 

confined to a fmgle article of faith, to a 
few difputed paffages in the facred Writ- 
ings, or to the particular difcipline of a 
favoured Church. Oijr adyerfaries l;iave re- 
jefted all articles of faith, have reriqunced 
the holy Scriptures at large, and have, de- 
clared their hoftility againft the very prin- 
ciple of a Religious Eftablilhment. Ar- 
guments the moft fiibtle, and raillery the 
moft infidious,. have been but too fuccefs- 
fuUy employed in diminifliing the cffe&. of 
the evidenpes of Chrlftianity, and releafing 
the rnind frprn the falutary influericc of 
' Religion. Thpp^gli the writings of ^hefe 
daring unbelievers are diftinguilhed by 
palpable mifreprefentations, which |:he moft 
fharnWefs alone could venture to obtrvide, 
and which the moft ignorant alone cm be 
induced to credit j yet they deliver their 
>fentimerits with 3 perfpicuity and fami- 
liarity, which the meaneft underftanding 
rtiay' apprehend, with a flow of vulgar 
pleafantty, which is peculiarly calculated 
tp affed the imaginations of the lower or" 
ders of fociety, and with an authoritative 
deeifion, which the fcholar only can firmly 
and efFeaually refift. The faith even of 

the 
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the inhabitants of pur own happy country 
has of late been feverely tried by thefe 
impious pro|iu<aions. While moft of the 
great kingdoms of Europe have not only 
been inundated with the pernicious works 
of the blafphemers; but in too many in-' 
ftances the people at large have fallen the 
pa^laucholy victims of the fatal delufion. 

But Infidelity has not merely been pro- 
pagated in the writings of the pretended 
philofopher with a degree of zeal which 
is without example j it has alfo been 
adopted as a powerful inftrument of am- 
bition : it has fallacioufly been propofed to 
the people of all nations, as one of the prin- 
cipal means, by which they may arrive at 
an ideal ftate of liberty which is really im- 
pradiic^bk,^ and of happinefs whiqh is really 
unattainable ; and, in its later images, it has 
received a temporary addition of authority 
and' importance, from the fplendor of Jfuc- 
cefs and the fvrord of the civil rpa^iftrate. 

To oppofe the effrontery of thefe nu- 
merous and powerful adverfaries, and to 
dete<3: and remoVe thefe pernicious errors, 

B z we 



4 SERMON L 

we muft recur to the fundamental argu- 
ments in defence of our Religion. On all 
occafions, but efpecialiy in feaforis like the 
prefent,,we Ihould more particularly la- 
tour to convince the young and the unin- 
formed by ftatements, which in the' judg- 
ment of cool andreaibnable enquirers may " 
appear irrefiftible, that Chriftianity is not 
an human fiftion, but the undoubted Re- 
velation of God^ All inferior confidera- 
tions fhould in the fifft inftance be entirely 
neglected ; and the attention Ihould b^ 
folely directed to this one momentous 
truth. When, afteir a full and candid in- 
veftigation, « ifflias been- deeply impreffed 
upon the mind,, the fubtleties of the fdphift 
will be vain, and the wit of the feoffor 
will be heard with indignatiori or dilgult. 
One decifive tdflimony in favour of a^m^- 
raculous. interpofitioni when eflabliflied be- 
yond the poffibility of 'doubt, mufi operate 
upon the mind of the modern Ghriftian, 
with the fame relifllefs efFed:^ which was 
produced among the early converts, when 
they beheld Chrifl and his Apoftles by a 
word, or by a touch, refloring fight to the 
blind, and making the lame to walk. 

Meta- 
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Metaphyfical difcuffion, fallacious rear 
. fpning, and brilliant wit, have been di- 
Tedted, with uncommon energy, agaihft 
the preternatural evidenteg, which efta- 
blilh the divine claims of Revelation. Tl>e 
exiftence of Miracles, and the truth of 
Prophecy, have been aflailed by every fpe- 
cies of attack, which could fuggeft itfelf to 
men, who feem to have been a<Suated by 
a ipirit of fyftematic oppofition, of hard-r 
ened prejudice, and fometimes, it is to be 
feare4, even of inveterate malignity. 

• 'I ihall not, therefore, I truft, undertake 
an ufelefs or unwelcome oifBce,, if I dire<a 
y>ur attention to one of the. two great 
preternatural evidences, -by which the di- 
vine origin of Chriftlanity has been averted, 
and confirmed. 

That men would not be^ left to the in- 
fufficient and treacherous guidance of their 
own unaided reafon, upon the fubjed: of 
Religion, but that their Maker would 
a,fford them additional affiftance, and re- 
veal the important truths, upon which 
their eternal happinefs depends, muft be 
53' allowed;; 
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allowed, by all candid and difpaffionate en- 
~ quirers, to be in the higheft degree probable. 
We are indeed compelled to admit tJ^i# 
probability both by our juft conceptions of 
the benevolence of the Creator, and by the 
urgent wants of the creature, as acknow^- 
ledged in the modeft confeffions of the 
wifeft philofephers ^ of antiquity, and de* 
inaonftrate^ by the religious ignojamce and 
moral depravity of the w^hole Pagan world. 
The hiftory of all nations from which, the 
light of Revelation has been withholden^ 
the prevailing unconfcioufnefs of a fuper- 
intending Providence, the horrid rites by 
w^hich they have foraetimies been, polluted, 
the Gorrupt fentiments by which; they have 
alwayS' been partially degraded^, the errors 
of principle, and the bafenefeof pradlicq;. 
which they exhibited, and the cheerlefe 
uncertainty, with which, even in ages of 
fcience and refinement, they contemplated 
the profpedl of a future world, — thefe cir- 
cumftances coUeAively confidered abiMX- 
dantly jiiftify our expedation, aoad even 

Plato in Alcibiade ii. Id. in Apol-. Soerat. Cio. TefeuJ. 
Cuzefl. I. i. Plato de Rejjujjlica, 1. vi. See alfo Clark«'s 
gVdenc&of Natural and Revealed Religion, feft. 6, 7. 

clearly 
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clqarly d'drabnilfate the flirong neceffity of 
a divine^ Revelation. v 

But it is indilpenfaSly requifite, that he, 
■who offers himfelf io the notice 6f man- 
kind as the MelTeilger of thd fupreme 
Beihg, fliould afford iridtibitable proofs of 
^he reality of his fa'cred conlmiffion. Thefe' 
proofs mtcft confift of d difplay of powers; 
■which 63dceed the utmoft poffible efforts of 
ihete humattii ability. He, -who acfcriow- 
led^es, that the Almighty -was able to 
create atid" ^ve order to the whole lini- 
Ytffe, miitf affuredly allow, fhat he is able 
aifo, by a niiriculous interpofition, to fuf- 
pind that general order in any fubordinate 
part, i*? ha<i: he would- Be induced to fiifperid 
it, for the fake of affording a divine fanftion 
to his own gracious' Revelation, is a fuppofi- 
tion- rendered highly probable by the pecu- 
liar dtcumftances of the occafion. In the 
corrupted ftate of mariiirid, even the pureft 
iyftems of moral and religious inffcrudioii 
mufi be rendered eniineritly more effeiSive 
by the authority pf a divine at'te;ftatiori. The 
inquifitive and , the confiderate may, not 
unre^fonably perhajis, hefiidit tp receive it 
B 4 ^5 
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as the will of the fuprcme Being, unleft 
it is authenticated by vifible proofs of hi§ 
interpofition in its favour. The paffions^jf 
men are fo inordinate, and their depravity 
lb flagrant, that if the truth of a Revela-^ 
tion defiended upon aflertion alone, the en-, 
terprizing and the wicked would often im- 
pioufly pretend to a divine commiffion> in" 
order _^to increafe their authority, and pro- 
mote their worldly deligns, Thus pnlefs 
the real Revelations of the, Almighty had 
been eftabliflied by proofs of divine perfec- 
tion, which are raifed far above the reach^ 
even of the moft ingenious artifice,, man- 
kind would be conllantly perplexed by the. 
claims of contending fyftems of Religion j 
and, not being able to afford' impUcil con- 
fidence to any one in particular, might at 
length become incredulous ^nd indifferent 
towards all. 

A preternatural evidencp, therefore, in 
proof of Divine Revelation, not only may 
be reafqnably expe<fted, but appears to' be 
indifpepfably requifite, 

Jt Jias pleafed the Almighty to g,ttpft thp. 
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trath of Chriftianity by Miracles, and by 
Propbecy ; by a fufpeniion of the laws of 
jiature, which Omnipotence- alone could 
efFedl; and by a developenaent of the fe- 
crets of futurity, which' Omnifcience' alone 
-could forefee. 

To the .latter of thefe evidences I mean 
to fplicit your attention in the following 
Difcourfes. r ,■ 

"I have already retnarked, that/froin the 
wnhappy temper of the prefent tiipes, it is 
neceflary for the-Chriftian teacher to recul: 
to the fundamental argurnents in favour of' 
pur Religion. It may with equal juftice be 
pbferved/.that, in feafons like the prefent, 
the argument from Prophecy in particu- 
lar is likely ,to attradl a more than- ordi- 
nary attention, and to make a very ftrong 
impreffion upon the public mind. The ages 
of great ^revolutions excite in an uncom- 
mon degree ' the curiofity of mankind. • 
The Chjriilian, on fuch occafions, is natu- 
rally induced to look up with additional 
"feverei^ce to the fupreme Being. Unable 
Xq ^ffign ^ny adequate ]bupaaii caufe; fo|- 

' the 



lo !^ E R M O N I. 

the niighty efFedls -^hich are dilplayed 
around him, he recurs to an higher agen- 
cy. When he is filled with appfeberifiori, 
h,e fties to his almighty Prdte^or ; when ht 
h blefled with uncomitoon profperity, he is. 
animated by gratitude to afcribe the praift 
tQ his gracious Benefadlor. Knowing that . 
many important tranfafdipns of thefe later 
ages, involving the interefts of Chriftianity, 
were difclofed to the view of the aiicient 
Prophets, he is induced humbly to expedl the 
complietion of feme 'of the facred Oracles, in 
the extraordinary events, in which-'he bears 
a part : and thus a'wS'akehed to a ftrong 
fenfe of divine prefcience, in examinirlg 
the momentous occurrences of Jiis own 
times, he is prepared to contemplate, v^-ith 
increafing^ ferioufneis and a riibre lively in- 
tereft, the iriftances of divirie prefciente in 
the times vi^hich are paft. Peace aiid fecufity 
'frequently produce a tor|)or and inaiSion of 
the mind. Thd v^onderM revolutions of 
former ages, which were peculiarly thei 
fubjeds of PiiopheScy, are fo very different 
from the tranquillity whicH then prevails, 
that they affume in fome degree the ap- 
pearance of fable and romance, and do 

not 
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tiot operate with their full natural force 
upon the mind. But when changes of aa 
equally high importance arepaffing dread- 
fully before our view, we are roufed to 
more energetic conception's of the revolu- 
tions of former times. Kindred ideas and 
congenial feelings enable us to difcern 
them with quicker perception, and to re- 
gard them vvith keener fe'n>fibility,; as he# 
who ha« beiqn expofed to the terrors of a 
tempeft on the ocean, liftens with more 
than common esarneftnefs to the recital of 
the dangers of the mariner. 

From theie obfervations it appears, that ■ 
th^ wonderful fcenes, which have of late 
been prefented to the view of the Chrif- 
tian world, are particularly favourable to 
the enforcement of the argument from 
Prophecy, and that they feem to render it 
more peculiarly incurhbent upon us, to 
place, it in that high rank among the evi- 
dences of ehriftianity, to which, frdm its 
impreffive nature, it is juftly entitled> but 
liixjm which, for a coniiderable length of 
time, it appears td have beeii undefervedly 

degraded. 

To 
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To this argument very different degrfecS 
of importance have ^een attached, in the 
feveral ftages of CHriftianity. Sometimes 
it has been enforced with impruddht and 
unjuftifiable zeal: fometimes it has been, 
treated vi'ith unmerited indifFerence and 
even negledt. During one period it has 
been injudicioully advanced, fb as to fuper- 
fede all other teftimonies: during another 
it has- been funk to a low and unimpor- 
tant fituation among the evidences of the 
Chriftian Religion. 

In the Apoftollc age, the Miracles, which 
were performed in the prefence of the afto- 
niflied multitude, were fometimes fcarcely 
urged by the firft preachers of the Gofpel ; 
:3nd the accomplifliment of Prbphecy was 
principally employed ' as the apology of 
faithjor the inftrumerit of converlion. But 
let it be obferved, that the argument thus 
diftingui^hed with pre-eminence was folely 
applied to the Jews. The Jews poffeffed 
the prophetic writings : they revered thenj 
as divine ; and founded upon thejr own 
erroneous interpretations of them, their 
fondeit hopes ^nd proudeft expec^tations. 

.It 
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It was natural, therefore, that the Appftles, 
in recQihmending Chriftianity to them, 
fliould accommodate their arguments to 
the pecuUar circumftarices of their hearers, 
and particularly labour to' reprefent it as 
the full and adequate completion of their 
national Oracles. ' 

The Gentile world, at the time of the 
promulgation of the Gofpel, was inflamed 
with a ftrong defire of exploring the events 
• of futurity.: This ardent propenfity may 
be difcovered in the writings of the fatirifts, 
hiftorians, and philofophers, in the attach- 
ment of the people at large to the arts of di- 
vination, and in the reverence with which, 
at Rome,' through To long a leries of years, 
the myfterious volumes of the Sibyl had 
been contemplated. So generally, indeed, 
did the de|ire/of forefeeing future events 
prevail, that the Roman empire was over- 
fpread ^vith the caves and Ihady recefles of 
the pretended prophets. The moft illuf- 
trious perfonages were fometimes employed 
in the prophetic office : while the great 
body of the people revered the effufions of 
the priefls as the undoubted revelations of 

the 
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the gods. Oracles were the chief cre- 
dentials, which the Heathen produced in 
fupporting the divine pretentions of his fu- 
perftition : and at the firft propagation of 
Chriftianity, the public curiofity was ejc- 
cited, and a fpirit of enquiry aim oft uni- 
verfally prevailed '', . in confequence of the 
declining authority and gradual ceffation of 
oracles throug;h the 'whole Roman WQfld. 
It was natural, therefore, that the early Fa- 
thers {hould avail themfelves of the popu- 
lar Ipirit ; and, exerting their warmeft elo- 
quence in Hipport of the prophetic evi- 
dence, Ihould appeal ip it as peculiarly de- 
cifive of the truth and divine nature of the 
Religion, which they laboured to promul- 
gate. To thefe obfervatjions it may be 
added, that, from the general belief of the 
extraordinary influence of magical arts, the 
refult of mere human ingenuity, the knowr 
ledge of future times was confidered as a 
liirer and more ftriking proof of Divinity '^ 
than a fufpenlion of the order of nature. 

I' Plutarch, lib. de de&^. Orac. Julian, apud Cyrillum. 
Pliny the elder, &c. &c. 
■■ Juftln. Apgl. prima, p. 48. Iren. 1. ii. c. 57. L^ft, 

V. 3. 

The 
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flie ^rft Apologifts, therefore, were mpr? 
vviUing to re|l th^ir claims upoix Prophecy, 
which was tjhe aqkjiiowledged iiifpiration of 
jjro^, than upon Miracle§, wljich were re- 
pjrefer^ted as ^^^ effej^ of ^}g^^c an4 a de- 
fnpqiacal ^gencj, 



Thrcjugh the long qqurfe of the dark 
ages, the more importar^t fubjefts of theo- 
logy appear to have beer> totally negleded. 
The genuine truths of Chriftianity were 
buried under a loa4 of corruptions : while 
the {lender portion of literature which ilill 
remained, was folely employed in fchblaftic 
jargon, metaphyfical fubtleties, ^nd perti- 
naeioufi bigotry, colle6tively exerted in fup- 
port of the mofl: frivolous and abfiard opi- 
nions, which -it was e(jually unneceifary 
and impoflible to <ettle- 

At the revival of learning, an enquiry 
into the g^riuiiie Ipirit of the Gofpel was 
Vigoroully profecutedj and the feparation 
from a corrupt Church was attempted 
with fucpefs over a ponfiderable portion of 
Europe. The advocates of the Reforma- 
tion re&rtcd to the facred, Scriptures, not 

only 
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only for, proofs of the grofs abufes of thcf 
Romifh fee, and for the eftablilhment p£' 
the real dodrines of Chriftianity'; but alf6 " 
for the prophetical delineation of the moh- 
ftrous corraptions, from which they earheft- 
ly ftruggled to feparate themfelves. They 
found among the Prophets the moft ample: 
encouragement, not only in the defcrip- 
tions, which they gave of the ' fpiritual 
ufurpation, but in the earneft and impref- 
five exhortations, which they addrefled to 
the Chriflian, " Come out of her, my peo- 
ple, that ye be not partakers of heriins.'*' 
It cannot, therefore, furprife us, that the 
enemies of the Papal corruptions^ thus de= 
riving from the prophetic writings a con- 
fiderable authority to their eaufe, fliould 
elevate the teftimony of ancient predictions 
above all othef proofs. Perhaps the appeal, 
which was then made to the authority of 
the ancient Fathers, might farther induce 
the theological champion to. afford to 
Prophecy that fuperiority over all othea"' 
teftimonies, which had been allowed to it 
by thofe venerable writers, by whofe. in- 
terpl-etations of Scripture he fortified his 
faith in many of the. moft .important doc- 
trines 
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trines df Revelation, 'fhefecircumftances, 
together with ah enthuiiaflic curiofity in 
developing, by the arts of divination, , the 
, fecrets of futurity, influenced the charadler 
of a part of the .Chriftian world, even 
through the fucceeding ages. 

This injudicious and unwarrantable ex- 
altation of a fingle evidence^ the fagacity 
of our adverfaries quickly difcernedj and 
artfully conyerted to their advantage. They 
reprefented our Religion as depending^ even 
for its "^ exifterice, -upon the fole fupport of 
Prophecy. And then, with an energy pro- 
portionate to their increafing hopes of- 
triumph and final fuccefs, they laboured to 
weaken, its authority, by magnifying the 
difficulties, with which, ■. from its nature, 



. * Tindal laboured to plrove,- that Chriftianity iifus founded 
upon Judaifihi > Collins, in bis Difcourfes ori the Grounds 
-and Reafons of the Gbriftian Religion, endeavoured to Qiew, 
that Cbrift and his Apoftles founded the divine authority of 
their Religion folely on the Propheeies of the Old Tefta- 
ment, A paflage from the fecond Epiffle of St* Peter 
(a Pet. i. ig.) erroneoufly explained, afforded to the Deifts 
^ plaufible airgumeht in fupport of this part of their theory. 
The fenfe of this text has been clearly and fully afcertalned 
by Bifhop Sherlock. See Sherlock's Difcourfes on the Ufe 
and Intent of Prophecy. Difc. i. 

c it 
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it is in fome degree neceffarily perplexed } 
and which have been confiderably height- 
ened by the erroneous eXplicatiotfei of ig- 
norant or enthufiaftic fupporters. The 
defender of Chriftianity inftandy diverted' 
his attention to other incontrovertible evi- 
dences ; and, by a fate to which all hu- 
man affairs are fubjedl, the argument' fuf- 
fered from abufe, and has not fince beert 
generally Stdmittfed to. that high name and 
commanding ftation", to which it is unquef- 

* If we allow, what cannot, it is apprehended, be Mrlf 
controverted, that the teftimony of Jefus was the Ipirit, end, 
and fcope of Prophecy ; we fliall not be able to agree with 
the learned and moil able author of Diicourles on the Ufe 
and Intent of Prophecy, who 'fuppofeg, that the predi£tions. 
of the Old Teftament were chie^ intended to fupport the 
faith and religion of the Old World, See Sherlock's Difc. 
&c, D. ii. p. 37» 58. 

Dr. Faley, in his recent publication, the general merit» 
Af which cannot be too highly appr&c'iated, has ranked Pro- 
phecy among the aHu'didry evidences of Chriftianity, has 
refted almoft the whole wdght of this teftimony upon two 
predi£tions, and has confined his reniarks to thd particular 
circumftancesj of the inftances which he fele£ted. , May I 
venture to obferve, that his valuable work would, perhapsj 
have been rendered more complete, if he had affigned a 
higher rank to this evidence, conlidered it in all its impor* 
tant parts, and afforded to it the advantage of his clear, 
comprehenfive, and forcible method of ftating an argument. 
See Paley't Evidences, vol. ii. 

tionably 
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tionably entitled among the evidences of 
the Chriftian Religion. 

The friend of facred Infpiratipn will 
furely hefitate, before heyconfents to affign 
to the prophetic teftimony fb degrading a 
fituation. The forefight, with which the 
ancient Prophets were endowed, was emi- 
nently more than humatt, and was. alone 
abundantly fufficient to eftablifli the cer- 
tainty of a, divine miffion. The' frequent 
difplay of a diflant and unerring prefcience, 
iat which the unaffifted mind of man can 
never arrive, is a decifive proof of infpira- 
tion, and bears upon it the feal of divinity. 
Miracles and Prophecy are the two great 
pi'eternatural teftimpnieis, by which the truj:h 
of Revelation has been fanftioned. And we 
raaiy juftly contend, that it would be diffi- 
cult to fhew in what refpedls a ferles of 
Prophecies, all of which are acknowledged 
to be accomphfhed, is inferior in its efFeds 
upon the'tnind to a feries of Miracles, all of 
which are acknowledged to have been per- 
formed. They were both cmplo}'ed in the 
fame holy and momentous caufe ^ they 
both demonftrate a fupernatural interpo- 
fition ; and when we have c^nce confeiFedly 
' c z ad- 
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advanced beyond the limits of human abi- 
lity, we furely niuft< not venture to affix 
different degrees of credibility to different 
difplays of Omnipotence. We muft bow 
down with equal adoration before the fu- 
preme Being, whether he attefts his divine 
perfeAion, by difcovering a prefcience of 
diftant events, which exceeds the know- 
ledge of , man; or ti^ performing thofe won"- 
derful works, which exceed the powers of 
man. We cannot decifively acknowledge 
bis interference in the one inftance, and 
heiitate equally to acknowledge it in thp 
other. Far be it from me to infinuate, 
what our injudicious friends and infidious 
adverfaries have not unfrequently in former 
times afferted, that the truth of Chriftian- 
ity refts folely, or chiefly, upon the evidence, 
which it wi"ll be my objedl in thefe Lec- 
tures to confirm. While, on the one hand, 
it is fuppofed, that the feries of prediftions, 
which we poffefs,' is alone fufficient to 
eftablifli the cerfainty of a divine Reve- 
lation ; it may truly be declared, that, 
had it pleafed almighty Wifdom not to 
have fandioned his' Religioi^ by Prophecy, 
had not a fmgle, inftance of divine pre- 
fcience been admitted into the fyftchi of 

Revela- 
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Revelation, the Gofpel of Chrift would fllil 
-^ have been fupported by, a weight of pre- 
ternatural evidence, from which i^o candid 
enquirer could withhold his aflent. But in 
unfolding, that wonderful fchem,e, which 
has afforded the means of immortality an-d 
final happinefs to the whole, human race, 
our Maker has gracioufly doubled the proofs 
of divinity, and multiplied the fources of 
convi<Stion. Different minds are influenced 
by different rriodes of , perfuafion. He, for 
whom Miracles may have been wrought 
in vain, may be converted by the fure 
word of Prophecy. Inftances hav^ not 
been waiiting in thefe later ages, in which 
the dying profligate has been reclaimed 
from a ftate of the mofl ftubborn Infi- 
delity, by the authority of the ancient Pro- 
phets. And circumfliaiices \vill fully war- 
rant the fuppofition, that, in the days of 
our Saviour, the Jewiih people, though 
they beheld without conyidion his won- 
derful fufpenfion of the regular courfe of 
nature, would have proftrated themfelves 
~ in dutiful fubmiflion before their Lord 
and their God, couldr they once- have been 
perfiiadpd, that in his divine Perfon the 
long train of .their national Oracles had re- 
ceived a full completion.. 

c 3 It 
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It may not be improper, before I cntep 
upon the inveftigation of this evidence, tq 
exhort the youngef part pf my hearers, to 
endeavour folely in the firft inftance to aj- 
rive at a firm convi<ftion of the reality of a 
preternatural foreknowledge in the Pro- 
phets. When this convidlion has once 
been deeply fixed in the mind, it ought tq 
be allowed conftantly to operate with its. 
entire force. We ought frequently to re- 
cal to our recollection the principal circum-: 
fiances, by which it "was originally pT6- 
duced, as fure preferyatives againft the eft 
fedls of the fluftuation of human ppinion^, 
the allurements of novel doctrines, the in- 
fidious obtrufion of real or pretended diffi- 
culties, and the prejudicial influence of the 
want of extenfive information in all the 
branches of the fubjeA. Againfl the force 
of fuch a perfuafion, rationally produced, 
it is not unreafonable to expedl, that no 
fubordinate confiderations will be able ef- 
fedlually to prevail.' I.;. 

It cannot be denied, that the Chrifliai^ 
may fbmetimes pncounter very, feriops dif- 
ficulties, in confequence of ' minute re- 
fearches into the inferior parts of the fub- 
jeCl. And, unfortunately for the caufe of 

truth. 
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truth, tlie fuperfieial enqyirer tqo often en- 
tangles himfelf with thofe perplexities, be- 
fore he has difcovered the fundamental 
prijnciples, upon which the certainty of the 
evidence depends. But if, in the rnoffc inn- 
,portan;t parts, facred Prophecy irxd^utaUy 
yifes above the pow^^r of the unaflSft^d 
h,u«\an mind, no circumftance of inferior 
Gonlideration can deftroy or weaken the 
proof of its divinity. Revelation will ad- 
Xi^pp of 1:10 compromife. There can be no 
fellowfl:iip between light and darknefs. If 
Prophecy be not in all, its parts human, it 
j^^ be divine. And if the evidence of 
its celeftial origin is really incontrovertible, 
and irrefiftibly commands our aifent, we 
are l^oupd, by the common dictates of rea- 
fon, to reprefs all fufpicion, and to diftruft 
thc fiifficiency of our ov^^n judgments or^ 
thofe points, which may appear imfatisfa^? 
tory, and may really. occafioni perplexity. 

The obfcure and uiiintplligible nature of 
fome parts of fowe Prophecies cannot 
weaken the force of thoi?, which may be 
clearly underfl:ob4' T^P p^ts, which, fronci 
the peculiar nature of -the difpenfation, are 
i|ivolyed in pbfcurity, or, at pref^nt, are 

Q 4 really 
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really mcapable of a fatisfa^lory applica- 
tion, poffefs no more influence in the quef* • 
tion, than if they had not appeared in the 
facred Volume. They neither augment nor 
diminifh the efFedt of thofei which are free 
from perplexities.. Of fome inferior- parts 
of the human frariie,, and of feveral-of-.the 
^prks of nature, we know not yet the ule'. 
But we do not, on this account, refufe to 
acknowledge the intention of •' utility in 
others, without the aid of which, exiftence 
would inllantly ceafe. We do not with- 
hold our affent from; the intelligible ,iand 
juft opinions of an author, beeaufe we rriay 
be unable to, interpret a few difficult fen- 
tenees in- the obfcure. or mutilated parts 
of his composition. We decide upon the 
fentiments -yvhich we comprehend, with- 
out any reference to the paflages which 
are not underflood. In the fame manner, 
the Prophecies, whicli have received a clear 
and f?.tisfa<Sory explication, poffefs their pn-^ 
tire force, notwithftariding even the ap^ 
parently impenetrable obfctirity of others. 

Whether the Prophets' always underftood 
their own predi6lions, or whether they un-t 
derftood them in a fenfe different from 

that 
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that which was really intended, are confe- 
derations totally irrelevant to the queftion. 
Our convidtion of a preternatural interpo- 
sition will be but little aided by difcover- 
ing, either that the holy' Being, by whom 
the Prophets were infpired, endued them 
with his own "^unerring prefcience on the 
flib)e(5l upon which he employed them, 
or tTiat he only rendered them the paffive 
inftruments of difclofiftg to mankind his 
knowledge of futurity* -The Chriftian con- 
tends, that they were the agents of a lu- 
pewor Power. If the divine agency is ad- 
mitted, all which he demands is granted. 
Every other enquiry may more or lefs be 
fubjeft to error and difficulty. By carrying 
his refearches farther, he may gratify a jufl: 
and pious curiofity; but can derivejio advan- 
tage efTential to the interefls of his Religion. 

To endeavour to difcredit Prophecy by 
cenfuring" the means, which were ufed ia 
its delivery,. has long been one ' of the fa- 
vourite j)rad:ices of the Infidel. The means 
have been artfully reprefented, either as 
■fubjedts of indecent ridicule, or as ill 
adapted to the ends, for which they were 
fn^ploycd. ^Such corifiderations are en- 
tirely 
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tirely independent of the great qaeftion. 
We cannot conftftently with reafon per- 
mit pur faith to be deflroyed, pr even 
weakened, becpiufe the mode, in which the 
divine foreknowledge of the Prophets was 
conveyed, was npt fiich as to our finite un-! 
^erflanding may appear the mofl fuitable* 
or the mofl: dignified. We muft wot deny 
the reality of an Omnipotent agency^, be-s 
caufc we approve not of the manner in 
which it has been exhibited- With equa| 
prt^iety might we deny, that the great 
luminary of day , was created by the Air 
mighty, becaufe fome of its qualities may 
not accord with pur prefurnptuous de- 
terminations relpedting fiich a produAion 
of divine Wifdom. With equal propriety 
■might we deny, that the gift of intelr 
Jed was imparted, to man by his Maker, 
becaufe it may not appear ^o exhibit that 
kind or, degree of p.erfe<n:ion, with which 
we may arrogantly fiippofe that fiich a 
-work of the Almighty muft necelTarily b?t 
endowed. With hi^mble curlofity we may 
explore all the fubordinate parts pf the won- 
derful fcene of his Qmnifcience, which the 
facred Writings lay open tp pur view : but 
-we fhould explore them, npt fpr t^e purppfe 

' of 
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pf prefumptuoufly arraigning the wifdom 
pf his measures, and perplexing our minds 
with ufelefs doubts and fufpicions; but with 
the pious defign of acquiring a more perfeft 
Jcnowleidge of the nature of . his proceed- 
ings, in ' an ?iiftonifhing a,^ of his Provi- 
dence, in which • we have been pfevioufly 
pompelled to admit his divine interference. 

In this manner it may be cafily fhewn, 
that all the inferior objedlions, vvith which 
the argument from Prophecy has been af- 
"failed, are rendered nugatory and inefTfec* 
tuial, by a clear and decilive pi^oof, that, as 
far as the peculiar circumftances of the 
jdifpenfation required, the events fore^ 
told have all actually occurred; and that 
the Prophets and their predictions were 
idiftinguiflied by numerous peculiarities, 
which bore the vifible marks of a pre- 
ternatural amd over-rulirig influence. If in 
thofe parts, w^hich are the moft important 
in their nature, and eflential to the con- 
firmation of the argument, the Omnifcient 
Jnfpirer has abundantly provided for thft 
Tcnjoval of all reafonable doubts, and for a 
firm eftablilhment of the truth, we cannot 
iuftly expe6l an equal degree of clearnefe 
' "^ and 
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and fatisfaftioa on every, other point, 
ivhich from ignorance or presumption we 
itlay labour to explain. While we poflefs 
the free and- unbialTed exercife of reafon, 
we ought not to renounce that cohvi<9:ibn, 
in confequence even of inextricable diffi-. 
culties in the inferior parts of. the fubjedt, 
which divine Wifdom' may have purpofely 
ordained ; which the revolutions of ages, 
together with the changes of fbcicty, man- 
ners, and language, may have neceflarily 
pccafioned ; which the peculiar nature of 
the difpenfation may have inevitably re- 
quired ; or which the pride of human rea- 
fon, and the arrogaril curiofity of man, may 
have ufelefsly raifed. 

Before I quit this part of the fubjedl, 
let me be allowed to fubmit to the judg- 
ment of thp candid and the unprejudiced, 
one further remark upon* the rational and 
well-grounded perfuafion of. a divine tefr 
timony in favour of Chriftianity. As it 
has beeii already urged, that fuch a divine 
teftimony ought not to be weakened by 
the consideration of any particular circum-^ 
fiances attending the inferior parts of the 
Revelation; fo it cannot juftly be re- 
nounced 
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nounced in cbnrequence of the arrogant 
afTumptions and plaufible theor^ies of the , 
Infidel, and of the pretended Philofopher/ 
It has been the policy of the fceptical wri- 
ters of the prefent age, to prejudice the 
minds of their readers againft the proofs of 
revealed Religion, by fraudulent endeavours 
to eftabliih, through metaphyseal fubtle- 
ties, fallacious general principles, fiabverfive 
of all particular teftimony. The invefti- 
gation of the refpei^iye evidences has been 
carefully avoided ; wHile ftrenuous though- 
inef?ed:ual attempts have been made, to 
prove the ufeleffnefs of a Revelation, t^ie 
univerfal prevalence of impofture, the falli- 
ble nature of human teftimony, the abfo- 
lute invalidity even of the ftfongeft force 
of evidence, the influence of our own per- 
gonal inexperience^ of fupernatural efFeds, to- 
gether, with the improbability and even the 
impoffibility either of a miraculous a6lion, 
or of- a knowledge, of futurity ^. By thefe 
Specious but. delufive theories, our adver- 
faries hoped to prepoffdfs the minds of 
their hearers, and to harden them againfl 

f See Philofophy of Hiftoiy," by Voltaire : Article Om- 
eUs. \ . 

the 
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the admiffion of thofe incontrovertible evi- 
dences, which can be adduced in favour of 
Chriftianity. Such a fpecies of attack is 
peculiarly fubtle and infidious : among the 
■weak and the uninformed, it may give 
birth to 4oubts and perplexities, which 
Cannot, without long and ferious inveftiga- 
tion, be effeduilly removed. But W'hen the 
Chriftian has once been convinced by tefti- 
monies in themfelves unanfwerable, drawii 
ftom the particular circumftanees of the di- 
vine manifeftation, that there has been an 
adlual difplay of fupernatural power, no 
ipeeulative opinions, or arbitrary pofitionsy 
however plaufible, ought to fliake that 
perfuatfion. There is a folid and durabler 
force in real fadls, vfhen the proof of thejii 
amounts to a moral certainty, againft which 
it is a folly to allow any fo|>hiftry to pre- 
vail; 

As it has already been remarked, that 
neither real nor pretended difficulties, nor 
the fpecioufnefs of general principles, pof- 
fefs any adxial power or weakening the 
truth of Revelation, againft the weight of 
pofitive evidence ; fo it may not be un- 
ferviceable to difmifs from the difcuffion 

thpfe 
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thofe parts, which are unimportant, and 
little conne<S;ed with the general merits of 
the queftion. The believer, unintention- 
ally from error, and the Infidel, infldioufly 
for purpofes of delufion, have not unfre- 
quently diminilhed the otherwife irrefiffi- 
ble force of the ftrSnger parts of the evi- 
dence, by too filUy occupying the, atten- 
tion in minute enquiries, which, after the 
clearcft and moft fatisfa<5tory iflue, are in 
their very nature incapable of powerfully 
producing convi6lion. For the purpofej 
thef efore^ of prelerving the force of the ar-- 
gument unimpaired, and of employing the 
mind upon objeAs jof the moft important 
confideration alone,.; it may hot be impro- 
per to omit all ^nftances of ordinary and 
inferior Prophecy ; and to confine the at- 
tention to thofe Minifters of heaven, who ^ 
went forth upon extraordinary miffiotts, 
and were endued with pre-eminent gifts 
of predidion. All thofe modes of p're- 
fcience will be excepted from the difcuf-- 
flon, which feefned to be adopted for tem- 
porary purpofes alone, and were folely or 
principally employed as inftruments of 
theocracy. Thus the Urim and the Thum- 
mim were appointed by the Almighty to 

reveal 
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reveal in certain cafes his divine purpofe^ i 
yet they will be difmifled from ©ur corifi-' 
deration in the following enquiry, becaufe 
they were never employed in the deve- 
lopement of diftant events, but were fokly 
intended to /dire6l the immediate proceed- 
ings of the Jewifli people. The fchools o£, 
the Prophets appear to have been infti" 
tuted for the ufefut purpofe of qualifying 
the priefts and minifters of the theocracy for 
a juft difcharge of their facred duties. The 
more celebrated Prophets were in many in- 
ftances feledled from thefe pious femina- 
ries. But as the extraordinary degree of 
infpiration, with which they were gifted, 
was totally ^ independent of their connec- 
tion with fuch inftitutions, thefe fchools 
will not be admitted to bear any part 
whatever in the general argument from 
Prophecy. 

Upon the fame principles, it may not 
be improper to excljude from the prefent 
difcuffion, except as far as they were illuf- 
trative of the principles and condud: of the 
Prophets, all thofe predidions,' which were 

s See Stillingfleet's Origines Sacrae, 1, ii. c. iv. 

more 
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tnbi-e particularly delivered, iil aid of the 
divine adminiftratiori in Judea, and re- 
ceived almoft an immediate completion. 
They appearto have been given, in fom© 
degree, in compliance with thd ftrong pre- 
judices refpefting divination, which then 
univerfally prevailed ; and, to have been ra- 
ther, an inilrument of the theocratic go- 
vemrrient, than the nieans of convincing 
future ages of the bxtraordinary foreknow- 
ledge of the Prophets. In fubfervience to 
the peculiar purpofe^ for which they were 
principally defigned, they partotjk not fo 
much of the nature of dire6l and abfolute 
Prophecies, as of promifes and commina- 
tions, the' accoithplifliment or failure of 
which was determined by the fubfequent 
condud: of the people, for the benefit of 
whom they were delivered. Though it 
may clearly be fliewn, that they bear the 
moft vifible marks of a divine prefciencf ; 
yet, as Pagan countries pretended to a ipe- 
cies of divination in fome degree fimilar; 
and as divine Revelation exhibits a long 
train of Prophecies, which are more ftrik- 
ingly preternatural, and are much more 
capable of" overpov^ering the mind , with 
convidion, under the f eftridlion which has 

D already 
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jalready been, propofed,- they will generally 
be omitted in the courfe of the following 
enquiries. * 

/ ' , ' / , 

The modern enemies of Chriftianity 
have difingenuoufly and bafely confounded 
the various Significations ,which are con- 
veyed by the terms Prophecy and Prophet. 
To declare ^ to the world the mind of the 
Almighty, as received by immediate reve- 
lation from himfelf, is the firft and high- 
efl duty of a Prophet. With this primary 
meaning of the word, the prefent argu- 
ment is not in the llighteft degree con- 
cerned. It refers only to that fpecies of 
Prophecy, which v^as intended as an infal- 
lible teftimony of the reality of fuch a di- 
vine Revelation. The Secondary fenfes are 
iiumerous and varied. They were by no 
means limited to the difplay of a real 
knowledge of futurity. To pretend to di- 
vine infpiration, to perform a miracle, to 
explain the facred Writings, to deliver mo- 
ral fentiments, to bq convulfed with vior , 
lent agitations, to alTume a poe;tic charaC' 
ter, and even to fmg, to dance, and to play. 



See Stillingfleet's Origines Sacrae, B. II. c. v, f. 4. 
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were all promifcuoufly denominated by the 
common term o£ Prophecy. The youth- 
ful ftudent cannot too forcibly imprefs 
upon, his mind thefe various ufages' of the 
word. It may at firft appear, perhaps, to 
fome 'of my hearers, that I l^and in need 
of an apology, for defcending to explica- 
^tionS, which a common vocabulary affords: 
but I have been induced to allude to them, 
in co^fequence of the unmanly arts, and 
of the effrontery, Vv^ith which a confufion 
of fenfes, too grofs, and too palpable, it is to 
be: feared; to have originated in ignorance, 
has of late been infidioully adopted by our 
adverfaries, in order to hold up the general 
evidence of Prophecy to the derifion and 
contempt of the uninforined and the cre- 
dulous. On occafions like the prefent, in 
which an attempt is rrigde to flievv the 
certainty pf a fupernaturat interpofition in 
the inftance of Prophecy, the friend of 
Chriftianity confines hirrifelf to that accept- 
ation of the word, which implies a know- 
ledge of futurity exceeding the reach of 
any created underflanding. The argument 
is not, in the flightefl degree, implicated 
witlj^ any other fenfe of the term. 

X> % Thefe 
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Thfefe exceptions being made, the en- 
quirer after trutb Ihould, in the firfl in- 
ftance, folely endeavour to convince 'him- 
felf, that, during a perioi^ of an extraordi- 
nary intefpofition of the Almighty in the 
affairs of a ch6fen people, certain perfons, 
independently of all local inflitutions and 
cuflomary modes of divinatiofi, came forth- 
as extraordinary meflengers of heaven, and 
exhibited indubitable teflimony, that they 
were faybured with fui:h a knowledge of 
future events, as could only be derived 
from the immediate ,-infpiratiori. of the 
Deity. 

In examining, the evidence from Pro- 
phepy* the principal force of the argument , 
is found to ,lie in the ^irm eftablilhment 
of the following pofitions- : that, the books 
containing the; predidions being genuine, 
the Prophecies vyere 'feverally delivered 
prior to the time of their \acconjplifh-" 
ment ; and that events have aftually oc- 
curred, which accurately coincide with the 
predi(3:ions. From a clear and, fatisfadloiy 
invefiigation of thefe points, refults the 
moft confiderable part of that powerful ef-> 
fe<5l, which this evidence is capable of pro- 
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ducing. But it muft immediately occur 
to ev£ry hearer, who is but moderately ac- 
quainted with tlie fubjed:, that the- full 
difcuffion of thefe_ important branches 
~would carry me far ' beyond the limits, 
which the nature of thefe Ledlures prcr 
fcribes. They Jiave frequently. undergone. 
the fulleft and imofl: ^fatisfadlory inveftigar- 
'tion. I mean, therefore, entirely to omit 
the confideration of them on the prefent 
occafiori. 

It will rather be, my objeA to diredl the 
attention of the ftudent in facred literature 
to the difcovery of the moll ftriking cha- 
fadleriftics, loj which Prophecy is diftin- 
guilhed. Of thefe charai£leriftics, fome are 
indifpenfably requifite for the proper . Sup- 
port of this teftimony ; and others, though - 
not ablblutely eflential, are yet eminent- 
ly important, and peculiarly calculated to 
ftrengthen our confidence in Revelation, 
and to efFe^ in every candid mind an un- 
alterable ^perfuafion of its truth. 

There are various circumftances, which, 

in tracing Prophecies from their delivery to 

theijr corApletion, muft come under the 

03 , confir. 
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confideration of the Theplogical fcholar. 
He renders himfelf acquainted with the 
general nature of Prophecy, the conduct; 
arid condition of the Prophets, the pecu- ^ 
liarities of the fevdral predi<Sions, and the 
relative fitu^tions of the countries and per^ 
foris concerned either** in the delivery, or 
the, accomplilhment, together with a va- 
riety of important circumftances attending 
the fever^l pretenders to divirie infpiratioii 
in heathen nations. This enlarged know^ 
ledge of the feveral parts of the ftibje6t 
will prefent to his view a number of thefp 
charadleriflics, which, as I have already ob- 
ferved, contribute additional force .to the 
argurrient, atid place in a ftronger point of 
view the divine natufe of Jewifh and 
Chriftian Prophecy. When it has been 
clearly demonitrated, that there is a co^ 
incidence, which it is morally impoffible 
that either chance or h'uman ability could 
fo invariably prodtiqe, between the predic- 
tions, which were uttered, and the events, 
in which they were fulfilled, though, in 
fome inftances, the reality of their divine 
prigin does not, perhapsi become aftually 
more certain ; yet it is rendered, by a 
knowledge of thefe dillinguifhiilg marks, 

more 
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more ftriking, and more forcible in pro-, 
ducing convidlion in the mind. When a 
iimple narrative of fadls, eftablilhing an 
allegation, has been fiibmitted to the opi- 
nion of the Jurors, their judgment may 
be quickened, and their confidence ftirength- 
ened, by remarks, judicioufly made, upon 
the long train of attending circumftances. 
What before was indifputable, then be-, 
comes more palpably certain. 

To this particular part of the fubjed; I 
propofe to limit my enquiries, and Ihall 
endeavour to prove. 

That the events foretold were frequent-, 
ly REMOTE, w^ere defcribed with minute- 
NEsSi were fbmetimfes ifOVEL, and , were 
very numerous : 

That in the age of the refpedive Pro- 
phetSj by whorn they v?jere predid:ed, they 
muft have appeared often improbable, 
and fombtimes the exa(*l reverse off 
what might have been reafonably ex- 
pected : . , 

That, in numerous inftances, the fub- 
■ D 4 , j^^^ 
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jeifls of the predidtions were peculiarly UNjr 

FAVOURABLE tO the WORLDLY VIEWS of 

the Prophpts, Snd the contrary to thofe, 
which, it is reafonable to fuppofe/ impost- 
^ORS would have chofen : 

That there is a propriety and' gont 
SISTENCY in \all the parts of Prophecy, 
cpnftituting ONE great and harmo.- 
Nious SCHEME, which it fee'ms morally 
imppffible, tliattbe Prophets could have 
imparted to it, if they had not been really 
infpir^d : ' - 

'That the general, conduct of the Pror 
phets is; inexplicable upon human ■ 
PRINCIPLES, and can only be fatisfadtorily 
accounted for by an acknowledgement of 
their infpiration :' , ■ 

And laftly. That from the means which 
they ejnplqyed, and the end which they 
purfued,. from the circumftances attending 
the ORIGIN and termination of facred 
Prophecy, and from the present situa-' 
TioN of a confiderable portion of man- 
kind,, affording a sensible demonstra- 
tion of the prefcipnce of the ancient 

Pro- 
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Prophets, , a ftrong prefumptive argument 
ipay be derived in favour of their preteu- 
fions to a divine Revelation. 

I. 
Though in the early part of this T>'i{~ 
courfe I have fpoken in general terms of 
the peculiar force of the evidence from 
JProphecy, yet it is not:, my intention to 
urge it in thefe L«dlures, as a teflimony of 
the Chriftian Religion. I Ihould occupy 
too large a portion of your time, if I were 
to difcriminate with theclearnefs and ac- 
curacy, which the nature of the fubjedl re- 
quires, betvveeri thofe predidlions, which 
were more particularly intended to au^ 
thenticate the divine charadier of Chrift 

^'and his , Religion, and thofe v^hich w^rc 
delivered, principally as inftruments of the 
theocracy, during the long courfe of a mi^ 
I'aculousv interposition of the Almighty iri 

, the affairs of a chofen people. It is boldly 
and ftrenuoufly afferted by the Infidel, with 
refpeft -to facred Prophecy at large, that the 
predidlions were delivered for purpofes of 

. impofture ; and that their completion ei-' 
ther was forefeen by hurnan fagacjty, or 
was the fortunate refiilt of chance. To 
j^eted; the fallacy of this objeditiop, and to 

fhevf 
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fhewthe certainty of a miraculous pfeYcience 
in the Prophets, is the fole objed, which 
it will be my endeavour to attain. 

The preliminary obfervations have now 
been^ ftated, which appeared moft requifite,' 
previoufly to our entrance upon the fub- 
jeft, which is about: to be difcuflcd. The 
neceffity of recurring in thefe times to the 
principal evidences in .favour of Chfiflian- 
ity has been ftrenuoufly urged. The fe- 
veral degrees of importance have been 
pointe4 otit, which at different times have 
been attached to this argument ; and the 
propriety of affording to it the high autho- 
rity, to which it is unqueftionably entitled, 
has been fuggefted, and earneftly recom- 
mended. The fubje^l has been difen- 
cumbered from all inferior topics, which 
cither poffefs no influence in producing a 
convidlion of the divine origin of the facred 
Oracles, or cannot reafonably be allowed 
to weaken that conviftion, when it h^s 
once been thoroughly produced. And an 
endeavour has been made to fhcw by what 
manner of treatment the argument frorr^ 
Prophecy may be enforced with the faireft 
probability of fuccefs. In my next Dif- 

courfe 



S E R M O N I. 43 

courfe I fliall enter upon the propofed 
difcuffion. And with fervour and humi- 
lity let us implore the high Omnifcient 
Being, whofe Revplatioix we labour to 
confirm, to prevent us with his moft gra- 
cious favour, and further u? with hi? cou" 
tjnual help. 



SERMON II. 



ISAIAH xlvi. g, lo. 

REMEMBER JhE FORMER THINGS OF OLD, 
FOR I AM GOD, AND THERE IS NONE 
ELSE ;'l AM GOD, AND THERE IS NONE 
LIKE ME ; ■ r 

DECLARING THE E^^D FROM THE BEGIN- 
NING, AND FROM ANCIENT TIMES' THE 
THINGS THAT ARE NOT YET DONE. 

-It has been aflbrted by 'the enemies of 
Chriftianity,' that no evidence can be fuf- 
ficiently flrong to eftabUfli a miracle \ 
Though. this is a position, to which it is 
impoffible that the impa:rtial enquirer after 
truth Ihould aflent ; yet the testimonies 
adduced in favour of a,/ preternatural inter- 
pofition in the affairs . of mankind ought ~ 

£ See Hume's Effays, 

to 
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to be received with caution, and examined 
with feverity. Trifling and unimportant 
occurrences may, perhaps, be credited upon 
vague report , g^nd. the flighteft appearance 
of truth : but our beUef ought to be the 
refult of fuller/ and more accurate enqui- 
ries, in proportion as the fafts, which claim 
it, advance in dignity and importance. 
The fartheir we in ay recede from the regular 
occurrences of human life, and the more 
extraordinary may be the charadier, vvhich 
feyents bear, vyith the greater diligence 
ought we to colle<3t all the proofs which 
their peculiar nature admits. Their diflin- 
guiihing chfirafteriftics and minute Angu- 
larities ought to be Tully coniidered, for 
the fa,ke of fuppreffing fufpicion and con- 
firming faith. We have no inducements 
to rejed; the truth of an ordinary event, 
to which we are familiarifed by daily ex- 
amples, and which the > relator has no in- 
ter£ft to pervert, or the hearer to credit. 
But miraculous interpofitiohs, which the' 
weak and the fuperftitious are naturally 
difpofed to believe, and the crafty and the 
ambitious are peculiarly interefted in feign- 
ing, ought to be mimitely inveftigated in 
all their circumftances, before we afford 
V them 
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tKem our unqualified aflent. The effed!;^ 
which is produced in the mind by the 
knowledge of all the moil ilriking circum- 
ftances, is fcarcely inferior to that of the 
pofitive aflurance from an eye-v^itnefs of 
the reality of the fa(St. On that, which 
before, perhaps, we were unable to deny, 
we repofe, after fuch an inveftigation, with 
entire and unfufped:ing confidence. With 
refpe6l,tq the miracles difplayed by the holj 
Founder of our Religion, • had we, only been 
informed that, on many occafions, the or- 
der of nature was fufperided, though we 
might not have been' able to difpute their 
authority, yet ,>ye could not have felt thpir 
full and overpowering effpd:. But when,^iii 
addition to the ftatement of this iimpie 
fi6t, we are told, that the miracles were 
frequently repeated J that, they were per- 
formed in open day, before a large arid ever 
varying , multitude, and frequently in the 
iight of inveterate and vigilant enemies ; 
that thpy were uniformly exerted in the 
paufe, of benevolence ; that many of the 
fufFerers relieved were publicly known to 
have been born with their infirmities, and 
yet were healed in an infi:ant<; that the 
eye-yvitnefles of thefe miracles not only per- 
V , fevered. 
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fevered, amidft contirvued perfecutions, iri 
atteftirrg their reality, but even laid dowil 
their lives in confirmation of their tef- 
timony ; and, laftly, that the Religion, 
for the- proof of which fuch miraoleS 
wer^e wrought, in advancing to eminence, 
triumphed over obftacles, which, without 
the affiflance of miracles, according to 
human appearances, it was riot capable of 
furmounting ; when all thefe - attending 
circumftarices, with many others, which 
it is unneceiTary to enumerate, are added 
to the plain hiftorical fa(5t,,that the laws 
of nature were fuperfeded, we are over- 
powered with convi6tion, and yield to the 
authority of fo manifeft a difplay of Om- 
nipotence, 

The peculiar; ana extraordinary circum-- 
ftances connedled with Prophecy, that 
other fupernatural proof of a divine Reve- 
lation, are not lefs numerous and convince 
ing, than thofe, from which the authority 
of miracles receives fo confiderable an ad- 
dition of fupport. It will be my objedl in 
the following Ledlures, ^s it has been al-- 
ready ftated, to bring the moft important 
of thefe circuraftances fucceffively tinder 

our 
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out confideratioji. On the prefent occa- 
fioni I ftiall- examine the predidled events, 
with rbfpedl to their remoteness from 
the time, at which they were' feverally 
foretold; to the minuteness and no- 
velty of their diftinguifliing charaderif- 
tics ; to their_ numbers ; and to their 
Ex-ACT cd'iNciDENCE with the previous 
defcriptions of the Prophets. 



t- ^ r 



AVhen powerfiil principles have begun 
to operate upon the public mind, ar>d the 
adlors already appear upon the ftage, human 
fagacity, affifted by long experience,, may 
ibmetimes forefee the cohfequences with a 
confiderable degree of accuracy. . Yet lb 
fludluating are human affairs, and lb fud- 
den the revolutions of fociety, that .even 
the events of the approaching day, w^hidh 
may frequently be conJ56lur"ed with fuc- 
cefs, can never be predidled with certainty. 
Though free agency is -the noble privilege 
of man ; yet, in confequence of the imper- 
fed; and corrupt condition of his nature, 
his a<3:ions are often, the effedts of fudden 
impulfes^n,dof a momentary caprice. Even 
his moft favourite fcheriies, and the de- 
iigns, which moft truly hkrmonize with his 
\' E ' natural 
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natural difpofition, are ndt unfrequently 
counteradled either by his own perverfe- 
nefs, or by the maUgnity or the appoifing 
interefts of others. Hence we may eafily 
difcern the impoffibihty, as far a« human, 
means of prefcience extend, of foretelUng 
with any degree of confidence even pc- 
currences probably approaching, which de- 
pend upon the voluntary, exertions of fuch 
an agent. 

The impoftor, who, lik? the rainifters of 
Pagan fuperftition, confines his prediftioiis 
to, his own times, like them muft be fre- 
quently expofed to error, and thus forfeit 
all pretenfions to divine infpiration. But 
to look down through a courfe of ages, 
and to difclbfe with accuracy the fecrets 
of a remote futurity, is one of the moft 
diftinguifhing attributes of Omnipotence. 
This unattainable excellence of the real 
Prophets has indeed been feldom attempted 
by the boldeft and moft prefumptuous pre- 
tender to ^infpiration. The inftances are 
very rare, in which the Prophets of Greece 
and Rome extended their conjectures be- 
yond the times, in which they flourilhed. 
In that interefting treatife upon Divina- 

tion^ 
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tion, which was compofed by the Roman 
Orator, when he retired from the ufurpa- 
tion of Cgefer to foHtude and philofophy, ' 
and in which are Colledied the ftrongeft 
^ examples in favonr of Heathen Oracles, 
not a fingle Prophecy is recorded^, which 
reached beyond the ordinary period of hu- 
man life. ' It may be prefumed, therefore, 
that a foreknowledge of remote events was 
in general not even pretended in the lyftem 
of Pagan impofture. Indeed the priefts or 
that fuperftition were in general lefs anxious 
to afford proofs of their knowledge of fu- 
turity, than to difplay their acquaintance 
with the events of the paffing day, tranf-^ 
acted in a remote region, the knowledge, 
of which muft have appeared, to their ig- , 
ndrant votaries, to lie far beyon4 the reach 
of an uninfpired mind. 

*rhe Chriftian difpenfation alone can 
with truth exhibit, among the proofs of its 
divine origin, the long courfe of time> 
through which many of its Prophecies ex- 

^ A general expreflion uttered by an augur (fe£t. xxii.) 
refpefting the future greatnefs of Rome,, canfiot be confi- 
dered as a rtafonable exception to the truth, of the obferva- 
tion. ; 

,E s tended. 
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tended. A period, comprifing ages, fre- 
quently intervened between their delivery 
and their completion. Many of the moft 
important changes in the Eaft were antici- 
pated in the anilnated defcriptions of the 
Prophets, even previoufly to that peculiar 
difpofition of human affairs, in confequence' 
of which they were eventually effedled. 
Some of the moft illuftrious characters 
in facred hiftory, Jofias ", Cyrus '^, the 
Baptift", and. the bleffed Son ^ of God, 
were promifed in the: prophetic "writ- 
ings many centuries before their birth. 
The - rife and even the charader of ^na- 
tions was predidled, while the Patriarchs 
yet lived, from whom thofe nations were 
to defcend. The effeft of particular prin- 
ciples was developed, before the principles 
themfelves had beqn difcovered to man- 
kind''. Thus 'the beneyplent influence of 



'^ I Kings xiii. 2, * Ifaiah xliv. 28. xlv, I. 

■ e Malachi iil. i. ' 6. T. paflim. 

e See the Book of Genefis. 

^ To fomc of the ancient philofophers this circumftancs 
leemed an abfoliite impoffibility. " Qui poteft provideri, 
" quidquam fiiturum effe, quod neque caufam habet uUami 
" neque notam, cum futurum fit ?" - Cicero de Divinatione, 
lib. ii. fe£t. 6. ' ■ 

Ghrif- 
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' C|iriftianity, and the baleful confequences 
of the Papal '' ufurpation, appeared ip the 
prophetic Writings, when the world was 
an entire ftranger to an authority like that 
of the Roman Pontiff; and when dodlrines, 
like thofe of the Gofpel, had never entered 
into the human mind. Even conditions, 
which were never to be changed, but were 
to reach to the end ofi time, -vvere fre- 
quently the fiibjedts of facred Prophecy. 
Such were the predi6i;ions,, which fixed the ' 
filial doom of Babylon', Nineveh'?, and 
.Tyre"; and which determined the unal- 
terable charaiSler of the Arabs °, who were 
to traverfe the deferts; and of the defcen- 
dants of Ham p, who were to fpread over 
Africa. 

' In the inftances now ieleded, it is not ' 
poffible to conceive, that the predidled 
events could have coiiie within the verge 

' See Ifaiah and ^he later Prophets. 
* 3 Theflalonians ii. i — lo. i Tlrn, iv. 1-^3. Da- 
niel vii. 24, 3j. Revelations xiii. 
' Jeremiah 1. 39, 40. , , 

"" Nahum i. 8, 9. Zephaniahyii. 13/14, i.^. ' 
" Ezekiel xxvi. 3, 4, j, 14, ai. 
" Genefis xvi, la. , 
P Genefis ix. 2^, 26, 27. 

E 3 of 
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of probabiHty ; and they were altpgetber 
unfit for conjedlure. So frequently tvas 
the attention of the. Prdphets occupied* 
upon the occurrences of a remote futurity, 
that this (?onfideration alone eifentially 
contributed tq weaken their authority 
kmong> their contemporaries, and to render 
their revelations lefs interefting. And that 
peduliar circumftance was then virged fqr. 
^he purpoife of derifion and reproach,, which, 
^ay now be fele<3:ed as one of the faireft 
fubjeds of praife, and one of the flrongeft 
arguments for our confidence. " The Vi- 
fions, which they faw, were for many days 
to come, and they prophefied of the things 
that were far off i." 

With whatever particularity of defcrip- 
tion the prediiftions, to which I have ap- 
pealed, naight be delivered, the Prophets 
have hitherto been confidered as expreff- 
ing thp events foretold in general ■ terms 
jalone. ' 

But had facred Prophecy iimply revealed 
remote events^ without rparking them by 

'^ Ezekielxii, 27, 

fome 
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fome of their attendafit circiimftances,-and 
diftinguifhing charadleriftics ; though, upon 
a candid inveftigation, the predi6lions would 
undoubtedly have appeared to lie out of 
the reach of hurnan fagacjty ; yet by the 
Infidel they might, with fome degree of 
plausibility, have been wrefted to the pur- 
pofes of fcepticifm ; and even upon the 
Jmind of the fmcere and ardent believer, 
they would not, perhaps, have operated 
with the immediate and' ftrong- convidlion, 
which they are really calculated to pro- 
jduce. General expreffions are {o accom- 
modating in their nature, and are capable 
of fuch varied application, that they may 
fometimes be hazarded, with a faint ex- 
pe<Sation of fuccefs, even upon fbme of 
the moft momentous |:ra,nfa<Sions of future 
ages. Amidft the regular progrefs of hu- 
man affairs, the frequent repetition of the 
fame events, and the fimilarity of effects 
produced by fimilar caufes, it is not fur-- 
prifing, that "conjeftures of a peculiar kind, 
cautioufly exprefFed in general terms alone, 
Ihould fometimes be apparently juflified 
by the events. In our own times, in which 
a confiderable portion of the weflern con- 
tinent, enriched with the mofl valuable 

E 4 gifts 
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gifts of nature, and" pofTefled by an adlive 
and enterprizirig race of inhabitants, has 
burft afunder the bonds, which . united it 
to the parent ftate, and eredled itfelf into 
an independent nation, the philofopher. 
arid politician have , indulged their fpecula- 
tions, by foretelling, in general terms, the 
future importance and celebrity of the new- 
born republic. Their conjedlures, it is pro- 
babk, may be fandlioned by, the event. 
Fourteen hundred years before the birth of 
Columbus, a Roman ' poet, roufed,- per- 
haps, by the knowledge of remote iflands, 
which had been acquired by his enterpriz- 
ing andfuccefsful countrymen, in a beau- 
tiful and romantic flight of imagination^ 
enlarged upon the future difeovery of a 
mighty continent, which was concealed 
beyond the untraverfed ocean. The happy 
fiftion of the poet was realized, when the 
intrepid adventurer conduced his followers 

' The following are the words of Seneca : ■ 

1 — — venlent annis 

Secula feris, quibus Oceanus 
Vincula rerum l^xet, et ingens 
Pateat tellus, Tiphyfque novos 
Dctegat orbes ; nee fit terris 
Ultima Thule, 

Medea, v. 374. ' 

to 
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to the Other hemifphere. The Roman 
empire advanced in the courfe of about 
iix centuries to the meridian of glory, and 
to univerfal dominion. The fymptoms of 
its declenfion foon appeared. In kingdoms, 
as in the works of nature, the period of de- 
cHne is often nearly equal to the period 
which has pafled in their progfefs to tna- 
turity. The fagacious augur % therefore, , 
who could difcern the latent but increafmg 
caufes of decay, might, without the impu- 
tation of raihnefs, hazard a conjefture re- 
fpeAing the duration of the empire ; while 
the principal circumftance ' attending the 

augury; 



* Seven hundred years after the building of Rome, Vet-> 
tius Valens, a celebrated augur, afferted, that the twelve 
vulturs, which, appeared to Romulus, portended, that his 
city Ihould continue through tw;elve hundred years j one 
hundred years being fuppofed to be fignified by each bii;d. 
This circumftance has come down to pofterity, upon the au- 
thority of M. T. Varro^ 

See Cenforinusde Die natali, c. xvii. p.p^. See alfo 
Kurd's Sermons, v, i. p. loi. 

* More than feven hundred years had elapfed flnce the 
age of Romulus. A century, therefore, was the only cycle 
of time, which he could reafbnably pretend to have been 
fignified by £ach bir4. He was abfplutely excluded from 
all leiTer cycles. And had he proceeded to a longer period, 
he -yvould, probably, have been obliged to allow a thou- 

fand 
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augiiry, upoii which he founded his fi^- 
tious Oracle, appears to have limited him 
to a particular period of time. He, there- 
fore, boldly declared, that at the founda- 
tion of the city it was forelhewn by the 
gods, that Rome ihould enjoy fovereignty 
through twelve centuries. At the expira- 
tion of the predicted time, the imperial 
city fell, and fubmitted to the viftorious 
■arms of the Goths. , 

. Thefe, perhaps, are the moft remark- 
able inftances recorded in the annals, of 
paft ages, of, a fortunate infight into the 
fcenes of a diftant fyturity. But ftill they 
are no mpre than the unaffifted efforts of 
the human mind,' and could be effedled 
withoiit the aid of divine infpiration. The 
expreffions are general, and are confined to 
a fmgle idea. The rfaked eyent is alone 
foretold. Had a variety of the minute 
and diftiriguifliing peculiarities, which cha^ i 
raderize it, been predidled, there would 
have been that wonderful difplay of pre- 
fcience, whiqh, it may juftly be contended. 



fan<3 years for each bird, and thus have rendered the ^§r 
complifliment of his prediftion' incredible. ^ 

can 
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can only proceed from the immediate re- 
velation of the Dejty. Were it now de- 
clared, at what precife period the celebrity 
of Attierica will conimence ; what will be 
the diftinguifhing marks of her greatnefs; 
what particular countries Ihe will fubdue 
during her profperity, and to what indi- 
vidual nation flie will in turn fubmit, when 

' flie declines : — or had it been fignified by 
the Roman tragedian, in what age the new 
•hemifphere woul,d be difclbfed, what king- 
dom would render itfelf illuftrious, hf the 
difcoveiry, what would be the moft re- 

• •iliarkable features of the new found conti- 
nent, and what the confequences to Eu- 
rope of fo vaft an acceffion of territory and 
riches : — or, again, had the Heathen prieft 
Specified the particular nations of ' the 
world, who were to be the conquerors 
of Rome; had he defcribed their language, 
their perfbns, their manners, and their 
arms ; had he traced the gradations of their 
conquefts, .and marked out the :peculiar 
changes of fociety, which ihould take place 
^t the fall of the empire : — in all thefe in- 
ftances, by fuch a minute difcrimination of 
the attending circ^mftances, the philofo- 
pher, the poet, and the augur, would have 

J advanced 
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advanced far beyond the limits of the hu- 
man underftanding ; and might' not un- 
juftly, perhaps, have been brought into 
competition with the favoured Prophets of 
the Moft High. 

Theauthor of thfe Religio Medici, a writer 
whofe learning and fagacity have feldom 
been rivalled by the profeflbrs of modern • 
literature, in a fliort Effay '^ indulged his 
imagination with forming conjectures, un-' 
der the fhape of Prophecies, upon fome of 
the moft momentous changes, which to 
him appeai'ed likely to diftinguifh future 
ages. His prediidioris relate to the proba- 
ble aggrandizement of North America; of 
Jamaica among the weftern iflands, and of 
Batavia in the eaft, to the triumph of the 
' Turks along the fhores of the Balticj to the 
emancipation, of the nations of Afii|;a from 
the infamy of foreign fervitude; to the dif- 
covery of the northern paffage to China, 
and to the union of Venice with the con- 
tinent. Thefe important conjeftures re- - 
fpeding the great changes of future times. 



» See certain mjfcellany Trafts, by T. Brown^ K'. Traa 

I 2tll. 

of 



SERMON 11. Bx 

of which it b already . evident that fome 
muft fail, while a few have received, their 
accOmplifhijient, and others may yet be 
fulfilled, were all delivered \a the moft 
general terms : the expreflions refer iblely 
to the one great event ; minute difcri mi- 
nations and attending circumftanees , are 
entirely omitted. 

What we require in vain in the con- 
jed:ures of uninfpired man; is abundantly 
displayed, in the, facred Prophets; In pre- 
diAing the fate of the great cities of the 
eaft, the Prophets -foretold, not only the 
general overthrow of all, but the particular 
and charafteriftic ruin of each. Of Tyre '^ 
it was prediAed, that thb folitary fifher- 
man fliould ipread his nets over the rocks, 
on which her tow'crs and palaces were 
raifed; of ^aby Ion, that her ^ ruins Ihould 
bear the appearance of a defolation, occa^- 
fioned by the overflow of waters ; that the 
^ fea Ihould come up upon her, and that 
Ihe Ihould be .covered with the multitude 
of the waves thereof; that ftie ftiould be 

" Ezekiel xxvi. 14, 

y Jeremiah li. 4a. Ifaiah xiv. 2j^ 

' ihad© 
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made a pofleffion for the bktern,-and fot 
pools of water : and of Nineveh, that fhc 
fhould entirely ^ idifappear from the earth, 
and that her fituation ihould no wliere be 
found. 

Again, in anticipating the-great empires' 
of the world, the Prophets did not fimply 
enumerate" their regular lucceffion ; they 
marked- alfo their diftinft and appropriate 
features. The Macedonian ^ was pour- 
trayed by rapidity of conqueft, and by the 
quadruple partition. The Roman ^ was dif- 
tinguifhed by a peculiarity of government, 
a tremendous and irreiiftible power, uni-^ 

'" The entire deftruiftion of this city was clearly and 
ftrikingly predicted by Zephaniah. (ii. 13, 14, i j.) But 
Nahum proceeds even farther than Zephaliiah, and in more 
than one paffage ftrortgly intimates, that, in future ages, the 
place ftould not be known, on which it flood, (i. 3,9. ii. iij 
iii. 17.) And fo complete has been ' the defolation, that 
travellers, critics, and hiftorians, cannot agree in fixing the 
precife fpot,, oil which it was fituated. See Herodotus, Bio's 
dorus Sicultis, and Ammiaijus Marcellinus ; Sir John Mar- 
fham's Chron, Saec. Lucian, the native of a city on the Eu- 
phrates, fays exprefsly, that it had utterly perjftied in his 
time, and that, there was no footftep of it remaining. See 
Benjamin of Tudela, Thevenot, arid Tavernier* ' 

" Daniel vii. 6. viii. 22. 

^ Daijielii. 46, vii. 7, a^. 

verfalit^- 
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Verfality of dominion, and a final divifion: 
into ten independent kingdoms. • 

Of Egypf , the lafting monument of 
divine difpleafure, they not only denounced 
the perpetual fervitude, but even exprefled 
the particular infamy of its unceafing fub^ 
jedlioii to a foreign Prince. Mahomet, the 
Arabian conqueror**, if we may venture to 
give entire alTent to the explications of 
fome of the moft able interpi'eters of the- 
Revelations, v^^as defcrlbed, many ages be- 
fore his birth, by the fierce countenance, 
but effeminate hair, and peculiar head- 
drefs of his followers, by the rapidity of 
his vidlorious career, by the fuperior ex- 
cellence of his cavalry, and by his remark- 
able anxiety for the prefervation of the 
fruits of the earth, joined to a feeming 
contradiiftion of imagery, in the happy 
comparifbn of his tribes to a defolating 
army of locufts. When the Apoftle of the 
Gentiles ^, eager to preferve the difciples 
of Chrift from the corruptions of the Papal 
fee, predidled the rife of that ftrange and 

•- Ezekiel xxx. 13. 
^ Revelations ix. 3, 4, 7, 8,9, 
. e I Timothy iv, 3, 3 Theffalonians ii. 4, 9, 16, 

^ monftfoti3 
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monilf ous ufurpation, he accurately marked 
it by fome of the minuteft traits, which 
afterwards diftinguilhed that 0)wer*i the 
abftinence of its adherents from rneats, 
their renunciation of marriage, their im- 
Jjious preteniions to miracles, and their 
felafphemous exaltation of a frail mortal, 
the follower of the humble Jefus, to an 
equal worfliig^ and authority ^ with the in- 
vifible Lord of heaven and earth. The 
minute traits *iofchara<9:er, which continue, 
to diflinguifli the tribes of Arabia ^, were 
revealed by an angel, in the infancy of the 
world, to the favoured Hagar, when Ihe 
fled in terror to the wildernefs. In ex- 
amining the awful defcription,' which was 
given by our Saviour **, of the deftrudfion 
of the holy city. We feem^to be carried out 
of the regions of Prophecy, and to perufe 
the detail of an inhabitant, vvho had- wit- 
mefled the pverthrow of Jerufalem, and 
efcaped in peril from its ruins. , The pre- 
didlions of Dariiel are fo full and fo rrii- 



^ a Theflalonians ii. 4. For the application of this 
ftriking paflage to the head of the Romifh Church, fee 
Newton on the Prophecies. J)iff. xxii. 

s Gtenefis xvi. 12. 

^. Matthew xxiv. Mark xiii, Luke xxi. '* 

nute. 
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hute, that no fmgle fecord' of the Eaft is 
fufficient to explain them. Events are 
more circumftantialLy ftated by the" Pro- 
phet than by the Hiftorian. So fttiking, 
indeed, is the refemblance, which fubfifts 
between his Prophecies and the Eaftefn an- 
nals which illuftrate them, that the fceptic 
has been obliged to fhelter himfelf from 
the force of fo irrefiftible an evidence, by 
difputing their authenticity, and reprefent- 
ing them as forgeries fviccefsfiilly executed 
fubfequent to the events, of which they^ 
treated. In the facred records of the Jews, 
which cOnfift of almoft an uninterrupted 
feries of Prophecies, delivered in one period, 
and accomplifhed in another, the Prophets, 
who were the principal agents -employed 
by the Almighty in the divine government 
of that people, appear to have been inti- 
mately familiarized with the fcenes of dif- 
tant times, and to have looked onward into 
the future, and back upon the paft, with an 
alhioft equal degree of minutertefs. 

But the cleareft proof of a preternaturalr 
foreknowledge difplaygig itfelf in the dif- 
cov6ry of minute cifcumftances; may be 
derived froip the precifion, with which ths 

F , Pro- 
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Prophets frequently fixed a particular time 
for the accomplilhment of events, even 
when no human motive could be affigned 
for their preference of that to any other 
period. The augur, as we have already 
feen, was ftrongly induced, if not dhfo^ 
lutely impelled, by the circumftances of 
the. cafe, jto efHmate' by a particular calcu- 
lation the duration of the Rornan empire. 
But no neceffity or inducement whatever 
appears to have actuated the Prophets of 
Ifirael. Now of occurrences, Hkely to take 
place after' a fliort interval, it is highly im- 
probable, that the exad: time Ihould be- 
foretold. But to deterrpihe the. particular 
years, in which very renjote events, the 
caufes of which have npt yet beguii to 
operate^ yvill be brought to pafs, cannot be 
attempted with any reafonable hope of 
fuccefs, and may almoft be pronounced 
impoffible. Jnftances have not been want- 
ing, in which a precife period was deter- 
mined for_ the accomplifhment of a parti- 
cular event. An ancient ' Father of the 
Church has lecorded a fiditious Oracle,, 
which ventured to limit the dui-ation.of 

') 
i Auguftin. de Civ. Dei, lib. xviii. cap. 53; 

Chrif- 
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Chrlflianity to a definite period of time '', 
Xhe appointed fpace foon elapfed : and our 
holy Religion- ihas linpe continued to flou- 
jifli through more than a thoufand years. 
Th& authors, of the Sibylline verfes repre- 
fented ;the ruin of Rome as certain to be 
effedled in a particular' ^ year ; beyond 
which, however, the city long remained 
the capital of the empire, and ,the feat of 
the imperial jrefidence. 

The facred Prophets alone have been 
able to mark their productions by this de- 
cifive pj:oof of infpiration. Thus a period 
of foiir hundred ™ years was narrted for the 
foJQufning of the people of Ifrael in Kgypt; 
feventy for "the temporary punifliment of 
Tyre; feventy for ° the captivity of the 
Jews in Babylon ; and four hundred and 
ninety for p the interval between their re- 
turn to Jerufalem and the appearance of 
their expelled Meffiah. The time fixed 
for the continuance of the Papal ufurpa- 

"^ Three hundred and fixty-fiye years, . ■' 

' T^e; year 195 of tlje. Chriflian era.. See Gibbon's Htil> 
Vol.. i. p. 618, ' 

"* Genefis xv. 13. ■ ' " Ifaiah xxiii. 15. 

' •" Jeremiah xxv. ir, 12. p Daniel ix. 2^' 26. 

. . F 3 tion 
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tion is ftill more extraordinary, becaufe it 
is much more extended. The moft able 
interpreters of the facred Scriptures have li- 
mited it to twelve hundred an^ fixty years,; 
upon the concurring teftimony of Daniel 
and St. John. The fevere Ihocks which 
it has received^ and the weakened condi- 
tion in which we now behold it, juftify 
the fuppofition, that the period of its du- 
ration, no lefe than the charafteriftics by 
which it has been diftinguifhed, will be 
found faithfully to coincide with the de^ 
icriptions of the Prophets. 

It was the chief inteiition of the Jewifli 
Prophets, and of the founder of the Jewilh ^ 
difpeniation, to prepare the way for the 
Meffiah, by completely forelhewing his 
' moft wonderful a<3:ions, and the moft mi- 
' nute difcriminations of his charafter. In- 
numerable events were foreihewn, too un- 
important perhaps in therrifelves to have 
deferved notice, even in the hiftory of that 
exalted Perfonage ; but deriving an inefti- 
mable value from the additional confirma- 
tion,' which they afford to his divine* pre- 
teniions^ as the completion of ancient Pro- 
■ phecies, 

A cele-t 
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A celebrated poet of antiquity, who has 
rarely been exceeded in genius, and never- 
perhaps even equalled in judgment, iii the 
great work which immortalizes his name, 
has afforded a ftriking inftance of the moft 
exalted conceptions of the human mind, re- 
ipefting the perfedlions of the divine na- 
ture, in revealing the events of futurity . But 
this perfect example of a fuppofed difplay 
bf Omtiifcience is undoubtedly furpafTed 
in the real Revelations of the Mofl High. 

In the higheft and mofl flourifbing flate 
of- Roman grandeur, he produced his fub- 
lime compofition. It was his principal ob- 
je&. to celebrate the glories of his country, 
and to do honour ;to his imperial patron. 
He feledled his fable from the uncertain 
records of remote antiquity ; and, by the 
happy artifices of poetic anticipation, he' 
embellifiied his work with all the mofl 
fplendid events, which had diflinguifKed 
his country and his emperor. Tha effu- 
fidns of Prophets, typical charadlers, the 
revelations of fuperior beings, and an ih- 
troduilion by vifions into the imaginary 
' fcenes ' of other worlds, were all fuccefT- 
fully employed to fhadow forth the future 
. ' F 3 ' triupphs 
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triumphs of Roine, and the fame of her ci- 
tizens. Every important event was minutely 
difcriminated. And it may be inftantly 
difcerncd upon perufal, that the poet was 
intimately acquainted with the occurrences 
of many fucceffive ages fubfequent to the 
times of his hero. As he fpoke only of 
'invents, which had paffed before the period, 
in which he flourifhed, our admiration is 
excited by the happy Ikill, with which he 
introduced into his poem fuch aninter- 
efting- variety of fancied predictions. Let , 
us now fufjpofe, that the fame work, with- 
out the variation of a, fingle paflage, had 
appeared foon after the arrival of iEneas 
in Italy, or at the founding of the city by 
Romulus : let us fuppofe, that the changes 
pf government in Rome, the mod cele- 
brated viftories, the nations fubjed: to the 
Roman power, the univerfal dominion of 
the city, the diftinguiftiing chara6teriftics 
pf the moft renowned chiefs, and the cha- 
rafter of Auguftus in particular, bad all 
been pourtrayed with minutenefs and ac- 
puracy, in the very words, which Virgil 
has adopted ; — furely we fliould not have 
hefitated to pronounce fuch a,work to ex- 
ceed the ability of the human ihtelledl, and 

•to 
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to be a manifefl difplay of celeftial infpija- 
tion. What; under thefe.circumftances, we 
fliould have re2;arded as divine in the hea~ 
then poet, we are bo,und to receive as fiich 
in the holy Scriptxjres. The hiflory of the 
Jewifli nation feems but a fecondary ob- 
jed; in the facred records of that people. 
The difplay of a 'miraculous prefcience' in 
a continued developement of the future, 
forms the ftrikirig and prominent feature 
of that livonderful hiflory. It might with- 
out difficulty be fhewn, that the pretended 
anticipations by Virgil, of eveints, which had 
already paffed, ivere neither fo numerous, 
fo particular, nor fo intimately conned:ed 
with every extraordinary adtion recqrded, 
and every eminent character defcribed, as 
the real Prophecies delivered in the facred 
Writings. The character of Auguftus, ty- 
pically reprefented by ^neas, and brought 
forward, in the courfe of the poem, on 
every favourable occafion, is not fo fully 
nor fo accurately pourtrayed, as the pro- » 
phetic pifture of our Saviour : it is ' not 
equally vifible in every part, it does not 
equally animate the whole produd:ion. 
Every eminent action, every celebrated 
perfonage, the whole iyftem of the national 
F 4 . polity. 
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polity, arid even the moft unimportant 
parts of the religious ceremonies of the 
Jewsj all partool^ of the prophetic charac- 
ter, were prcdi6live of futiirity, and the 
fhadows of better things to come. 

This accurate detail of minute circum- 
fiances attending a remote event, it may 
boldly be declared, lies far beyond the 
reach of the unaffifted human intelleft. 
Whgn w^e behold fuch a Prophecy fulfilled 
in all its lefler parts, we acknowledge the 
interpofition of an Omnifcient Being, and 
feel kt once an irrefiftible corividjon. No 
further proofs is neceffary, or can reafori-, 
ably be expefted. The acceffion of ftronger 
evidence appears to be. hardly within the 
bounds of pofTibility. Yet upon the aw- 
ful fubje<3:.6f divine Revelation, our full 
affent to vv^hich is indifpenfably requifite 
for the attairiment of eternal happinefs, the 
Almighty has gracipufly 'multiplied^ the 
fources of con^iAion, and left the incre- 
dulous without the me^ns of excufe. Many 
of the predi<3:ions are altogether liovel in 
their nature. What in all the variety of 
human affairs has never occurred, cannot, 
without a confiderable degree of-hefita- 

tion. 
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tlon,. be admitted even by the fpeculative 
philofopher into the number of future pof- 
llbilities. Its probability muft be altoge- 
ther denied. What then fliall we think 
6/ thofe men, who predi(3:ed the pofitivc 
occurrence not only of a variety of futi^re 
events, of which the time, the place, the 
agents, and the precife diipofition of hu- 
man affairs, under which they; would fe- 
verally come to pafs, were accurately 
marked, but of ievents, which were with- 
out example ? Surely < we cannot refrain 
from afcribing fuch inftances of foreknpw- 
, ledge to. the only caufe which is capable 
of producing theqi, the immediate inipira" 
tion of the Deity. . 

The drying up of the waters of. onfe 
of the largeft rivers which flow through 
the earth, muft furely rapk in the num- 
ber of th& vciqik novel events, and mufl 
be acknowledged to lie far beyond the 
yeach of human fagacity or prefcipnce. Ye^ 
it was predi6le4 iij the plajoeffc and rnoft 
diftindl terms b^ Ifaiah and Jeremiah ''. 

The prefent condition of the Jews, upon 

9 Jf^iah xliv. 27, Jeremiah 1. 3§. li. 6. 

which 
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which I fhall have occafion ^tb enlarge 
more fully in a future Ledlure, in many 
eminent circumftances is unexampled in 
the hiftofy of mankind. Yet the Prophets ' 
predifted the exiflence of fuch a peculiar 
•ftate of fociety, exprefsly named the peo- 
ple among whom it fhould take place, and 
defcribed the p'arj:icular period of their his- 
tory, in which the fmgular predi^ipn fliould 
be accompliftied. 

It muft have been obferved by the moft ^ 
.fuperficiaJ enquirer into the annals of paft 
ages, that no power fimilar to that of the 
Papal ufurpation has ever obtained the 
afcendancy over a cbnfiderable portion of 
the globe. Yet that ufurpation was pro- 
phetically anticipated in full and exprefs 
terms by St. Paul * and St.' John* fome 
ages before its own commencement ; and 
at an earlier period ftill by Daniel, be- 
fore the commencement of the religious 
iyflem, upon the perverfibn of which it , 
founded its impious pretenfions. 

. -u 

' Deut. xxviii. xxix. Daniel ix. 0,6, 27. and the three 
Evangelifts^Matthew, Mark, and, Luke. 

" I Timothy iv. i, 2, 3. 2 Theffalonians ii, 5-^12. 
Revdatiohs xvil. 

The 
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The Prophets of Ifrael break forth into 
expreffions 6f the mdft rapturous exulta- 
tion upon the profpedl of a future Revela- , 
tion, which fhould, be made to all the 
earth, and be received by the whole hu- 
man race. This wondefful Reyelation has 
been gracioufly imparted. Its divine claims 
have been admitted over a confiderable 
portion of the globe. Acce;fl[ions are daily 
xnade to the nuniber of its followers in 
new regions and* unknown climes, the fu- 
ture feats' perhaps of fcience and domi- 
nion. And the full completion of the Pro- 
phecy appears to be more eafy and probable 
than the partial acconiplifhment,. whi<;h 
has already taken place. Now an univ6r- 
ial Religion, fo far from having ever been 
admitted among mankind, had not entered 
into the iniagination of the moft fanguine 
and romantic fpeculatift. The Ancient 
lawgivers, who ^ere frequently th« inven- 
tors of new religious fyftems, adapted them 
each to his own polity, and neither endea- 
voured nor wiftied to extend their influence 
to independent governments, or even to 
the neighbouring kingdoms. Th6 philo- 

. • IfaLah more particularly, and the later Prophets. 

^ fophers. 
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ibphers, who were the founders of ancient ' 
f©dls, confcious of the infuperable difficulty 
of controuling the ■ varied opinions of man- 
kind at large, did not expert to unite even 
their own countrymen in the bd.ief of one 
common iyftem of philofophy. The Ro- 
mans, who eftablilhed their fame upon the 
fubjugation of the perfons of all mankind, 
attempted not to deftroy their freedom 
,«pon facred fubjedls ; but, fearful of the 
liazardous experiment, generally permitted 
the inhabitants of the enflaved provinces 
to -preferve the religious worfhip, which 
they had cultivated during the period of 
independence; and fecurity,- 

In the chara6ler of the blefled Jefus, as 
defcribed by the Prophets, there ar6 many 
circumftances of a very : peculiar kind, 
with whichno perfon had previouily been 
marked, and which have never fince dif- 
tinguilhed an human being/ His mira- 
culous " conception, his ^ refuVreftion,, the 
fpirituality y of the new covenant, and the 

" Ifaiah vii. 14. 

'^ Ifaiah liii. 10, 11. Pfalms xvl. 10, 11, et alibi. Hofea ; 
xiii. 14. 
/ . Jerpmia}! j^xxi. 51, 3?, ^c, 3fxxi]i, 8, ' 

inwatd. 
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inward efficacy of his laws, the apparent 
^ contradi6:ions in his chara<3:er, the univer- 
fal' benefit of his ' death, and the aftonifhing 
influence of the Holy ^ Spiri^, with numer- 
ous other circumftances predi6ted of himfelf, 
an4 of his kingdom, were novel in their 
Icind, and had not even occurred to the 
imagination of the rrioft daripg theorifts- 
It is not, perhaps, unworthy of remark in 
this part of the fubjedl, that crucifixion, 
the peculiar kind of death predi<5led of the 
Meffiah in the cleareft terms by David *', 
was a mode of puniftiment entirely ^un- 
known among the Hebrews in the days of 
the Pfalmift, and was firfl: 'introduced into 
Judea, after an interval of a thoufand years, 
by the Romans. 

It would iiot be a difficult talk to ex- 
hibit a variety of other inftances, in which, 
the circumflances predi<5led were not only 
diftant and minute, but alfo without ex- 
ample. But thofe, which have been air 
ready adduced, are abundantly ftifficienf 

* See the _53d chapter of Ifaiah, and the Pfalms paflim, 
Biore particularly the a^th and the iioth. 

» Daniel ix. a6. Ifaiah liii. 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12. ^ 
•> Joel iii aS — 31. ' •= Pfalm xxii. 16. 

for 
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for the eftablilhment of this branch of 
argument. 

Befoi^e this part of the fubjedl is cla 
it may be ufeful to obferve, .that 
holy Scriptures contain numerous Prop 
cies, which are diftinguiflied, by one 
other, or by all the charafteriftics, wl 
have juft been confidered. It is not i 
few folitary predidliqns, extradled fron 
•large colleftion, that thefe ftriking mi 
may be found. They abound uni^erfa 
They are fo numerous, and are minglec 
intimately together, that, like the f 
which fliine in the healvens, they can 
accurately be numbered. A fingle coir 
dence, even under fuch peculiar circt 
ftances, in the infinite variety of hur 
^chances, might perhaps have- cafually 
curred : and the ingenuity of man mi 
occafionally be able, without any viol 
injury to the fenfe, plaiHibly to accc 
modate a few iblitary prediftions to fc 
fucceeding events. But many Prophe( 
marked by fuch minute and ftriking i 
tinftions, when faithfully accomplifh 
exhibit incoriteftable proofs of divine p 
fcience, which .cannot be refifted. I 
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not m6Ein to affert, tbat^ in proving the dir 
vine origin of Prophecy, numbers fimply 
imply a fuperpatural agency. .The falla^ 
pious predictions of ;the, Pagan Qracles were 
innumerable. The pretended miracles of 
the Rpmifli church exjqeqd all calculation. 
Bu|: it is maintained by the Chriftian, that, 
if Prpphecies, containing the ftrongeft in- 
ternal evidence of a knowledge m(pre than 
human, have been frequently delivered, 
" numbers in fuch a ' cafe becorhe a ftrong 
additional proof of the certainty of a di- 
vine interposition. It cannot be conceived 
ppflible, that, w^herc there is that union of 
attending peculiarities," v^hich has been al- 
ready defcribed, either Qhance or huma,iii 
fagacity can often produce .ib exaft a co- 
incidencp between- the Prophecy and the 
event, by whiph it is completed. Fre- 
quency under fuch. circumftances muft 
carry the fpree of dempnilrationi. 

But this part of the argument, is capable 
of a ftateinent even more forcible. We may 
confidently affert, not only that in many 
inftances the event has correfponded with 
the Prpphecyj but that alnipft every pre" 
didion has been verified. , With a limita- 

\ i\ tion, 
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tion, which is very flighty and which wd 
fliall have occafion to examine in a future 
Difcpurfe, all the pfedidions uttered in the 
courfe of divine Revelationj of which the 
time of completion has pafled^ and which 
conftitute -almoft the whole number de- 
livered, have received their full accom- 
plilhment. It was the fevere and juft re- 
mark of the Roman philofopher upon the 
pretended divination of Heathen antiquity, 
that though fome of the Oracles had been 
cafually fand:ionpd by a feeming comple- 
tion, yet that far the greater number had 
been contradicted by fubfequent events. 
The charadter of Scripture, Prophecy in 
this important particular rifes above all 
comparifon. In the facredr^ Volume con- 
taining innumerable predi<flions> ' which 
from its firft publication has been genierally 
Cbiiifldered through all iubfequent ages as 
the repplitory of divine infpiration, all the 
predidlions have been realized. It is not 
that many have fucceeded,' but that not 
one has failed. 

• ' Fr6m the prefent enquiry it appears> that 
the facred Writings contain a great variety 
of predidlions) which were delivered long 

before 
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before their accomplifliment, of the parti- 
culars of which many were circumftan- 
tially delineated, and feme were novel in 
their kind. In numerous inftances thefe 
predi(n:ions were applied by the Prophets 
themfelvds, at the mtoment of delivery, 
either nominally, or by diftinguifhing cha- 
fadleriflics, which' cannot be miftaken, 
each to the particular perlbn, place, or na- 
tion, to which they were ,refped:ively in- 
tended to refer. Of thofe, which are not 
fo eireumftantial, the application is in ge- 
neral equally jpftj though, perhaps, not 
equally palpable and ftriking. No Sceptic 
will be hardy enough to deny, whatever 
he,inaay fuppofe of the real intention of 
the Prophets, that moft of them are capable 
of being referred each to fome one particu- 
lar fubfqquerit event, and in general to. no 
other.^ Now it is contended, that fuck & 
coincidenpe is a proof of a divine origin. 
The fitnefs implies a defign. It is not in 
the cou'rfe of human contingencies, that 
in a fingle compofition, profefiedly pre- 
di^ive, ^ great number of paflages, if they 
had really been written without any de- 
terminate meaning, ihould correfpond,^ in 
Q * a very 
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a very eXaft and ftriking manner, with the 
events of future ages. 

The celebrated leader of Infidelity ^ in 
France, and many of the Sceptics of our 
ovv^n country, have earneftly laboured to 
reduce the predictions of the facred Writ- 
ings to the calculation of chances. But 
their theories, have been in direct oppofi- 
tlon to the common dictates of reafon, m, 
well as to the uniform experience of all 
pafl: time. Let any other hiftory be taken ; 
let any colleiftion of pretended Prophecies 
be examined; and let a trial be made, whe- 
ther they -can be forced, by the moft vio- 
lent conftrucSions, to correfpond in any 
degree whatever with fucceeding events. 
The enemies of Chriftianity have been at 
all times fiifficiently active : and- were it 
poffible to weaken by fuch means,/ even in 
the flighteft degi-ee, the influence of the 
argument from Prophecy, the attehipt 
would undoubtedly have been made. The 
Deift has repeatedly laboured^ to confound 
Chriftian Prophecy with the Oracles of the 

* See Philofophy of Hiftory : article Oracle. 

Hea- 
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Heathens. But an attack like that, which 
we are now fuppofing, even our moft dar- 
ing and fliamelefs adverfaries have never 
ventured to attempt. It is impoffible that 
it fliould be attended with the flighteft 
appearance, of fuccefs''. tOf an uniform 

cor- 



« The following paffage from Cicefo de Divinatioiie 
upon the powers- of thance, though fallacioufly urged as a 
proof of the diving aji^^ure of Heathen Oracles, may in tha. 
jufteft and fulleft fenfe be applied to the ftriking circum- 
ftances at prefent under ouf coiifidetatioi^ in Chriftian Pro- ' 
phecy, _ ,■ 

" Quid quaerrSj Carneades, cur haec ita fiahtj aut ^ua 
arte perfpici poffint ? Cafu^ inquis^ Itanevero? Quidquam 
poteft cafu efle faftum, quod omnes habet in fe numeros ve- 
ritatis ?' Quatuor tali jafti cafu Venereum efficiUnt ; nuirt 
etiam centum Venereos,fi 400 talos jecerisj Cafu futures putas ? 
" Adfperfa temere pigmenta in tabjula, oris lineamenta effingere 
poffunt J nurn etiam Veneris Coae pulehritudinem effingi 
pofle adfperfiQne rortuita -putas ? Sus roftro fi humi A li- 
teram imprefferit j num ptopterea •fufpicari ptfteris, Andro- 
macham- Ennii ab ea poffe defcribi,?, Fingebat Carneatdes, 
in Chiorum lapicidinis ,faxo diffiffo caput extitiffe Panifci. . 
Credoj aliquamnon diffimllem figuram, fed certe non ta- ■■ 
lem, ut eam faflfam a Scopa diceres. Sic enirti fe profefto 
res habet> ut rtunquiln perfefte veritatem cafils inlitetun'', 
-Lib/i. feft. 13. , 

This agreement would undqubtedly have been conclufive 
in favour of the infpiratlon of Heathen Oracles, had all ths 
predidtions been fulfilled j whereas from the general hiftojy 
of Oracles,, as well as from the authority of Cicero in this 

— . G 3 ver^ 
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donefpQjidence in fo many inftanGcs, we' 
need not hefitate to aflert, that where it 
cxifts, it cahrtot be the" relult of accident ; 
and where it does not exrft, it cannot, by 
the n^oft^ ingenious and laboured efforts of 
art^ be plau&bly made to appear. 

For the purpofe of rendering the pre- 
fent argument ftill clearer and more forci- 
ble, let us fuppofe that the general atten- 
tion was now for the firft tiftie diredled to 
a iefles of maps, in which were mark^4 
out many great and fplendid cities, their 
gates, their temples, their palaces, and 
their caftles, their principal ftreets, the rivers 
that flow t^ifough them, arid In many in- 
ftances even the fmaller and more obfcure 
avenues. Let it be fiippofed, that fuch a 
collefilon was prefented to public view^ 
v^ithout a fingle explanatory fcntence ; 
that the contents were examined by men, 
who' poffefled an extenfive knowledge of 
foreign countries; and that they unani- 
m,ou% agreed iri, applying the f^veral 

very tK&tife, it i3 evident, that they moj frequently failed, 
On the contrary, as it has been already (hewn rjn this Lec- 
ture, thft Chriftian Prophecies invariably received a compfe* 
tipn. 

maps, 
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maps, each to fome particular metropolis : 
fliould we not inimediately conclude, that 
fuch a refemblance was intended ; that it 
could not be the efFeft of chance, and that 
the autho^ purpofed to defcribe the feveral 
cities,,- the defcriptions of which are re- 
Ipedively given ? It is not poffible that 
any reafbnable enquirer, can entertain 'a 
doubt upon the fubje<^. Such in general 
is precifely the cafe with refpedl to Jewilh 
and Chriftian Prophecy. , The coincidence 
of the facred Oracles with fbbfequent 
events is equally ftriking, bears as evident, 
marks, of def?gn, and^ i? abundantly fuffi- 
cient to eftablifh, beyond the poffibllity of 
doubt in every reafbnable mind, the divine' 
infpiration of the Prophets. 



SERMON III. 



/ DANIEL ii. lo, I'l. , 

THERE IS NOT A MAN UPON EARTH THAT 
CAisr SHEW THE KINg's MATTER : THERE- 
FQRE, THERE IS NO KING, LORD, NOR 
RULER, THAT ASKED SUCH THINGS^ AT 
ANY MAGICIAN, OR ASTROLOGER, OR 
CHALDEAN. 

AND IT IS A' RARE THING THAT THE KING 
REaUIRETH. AND THERE IS NONE OTHER 
THAT CAN SHEW IT BEFORE THE KING, 
EXCEPT THE GODS, WHOSE DW;ELLIN6 IS 
NOT WITH FLESH. 

J.N order to prove the divine infpiration 
of the Prophets, it is indifpenfably necef- 
fary to Ihew, that the events predidled 
were of fuch a kind as to He entirely out 
of the reach of the natural forefight of 
man. I have already obferved, that hu- 
man fagacity, affifted by, long experience, 
may' arrive iat -a ycry confiderable degree 
' ' I G 4 of 
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of excellence in difcovering confequences, 
which a common mind is altogether inca- 
pable of difcerriing. Let ^n accurate ob- 
ferver ftudy the p'affxons of man, and the 
hiftory of the human race ; let him ac- 
cuftom himfelf to trace events from their 
firft caufes, to their moft remote efFe^s ; 
let him penetrate the latent policy of the 
'nations which lie around him, with ,the 
power which they poflefs of giving effi- 
cacy to their defigns : — he may at length 
be enabled fometimes to unveil the fcdnes 
of diftant times, which are concealed from 
general view, and to predict a variety of 
events, fome of which, depending upon 
Caufes fubjedl to his fpeculation,will occur iri 
their proper feafon, and fceraingly fandlion 
his pretenfions to a knowledge of futurity. 
Hence the perfon moft fkilful in conjec- 
ture was reprefented by the Greek trage- 
dian ^ as moft v^orthy of the name of PrOf 
phet. And in the fpirit of the fame print 
ciple, according to the annals of antiquity. 



* Mamt J* a^iros, oirfif eixafEi xirwf. EuRlPlDES, 
Thus tranflated by Cicero : 

Bene qui conjiciet, vatem hunc perhibebo optimum, 

De Divinatione, lib. ii. feft. $. 

a fpe- 
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afpecies of divination was fuppofed to re- 
fide in Thales, the Milelian , philofopher, 
and Epirpenides, the poet of Crete, From 
this fource alfo was probably derived the 
opinion, prevalent among all nations, that 
men at the approach of, death are fome- 
times endowed with' the gift of Prophecji 
And hence the experience of age has been 
reprefented as bearing a diftatit refem^ 
, blance to the ftrain of th6 Prophet* 

The enemies of Chriftlanity are fully 
fenfible of the weight, which is due to an 
objeftion drawn from this fource. They 
have reprefented the facred Writers, as 
men endowed with a keen difcernment> 
and capable of forefeeing very remote con- 
fequences. They boldly fuppofe them to 
have rifqued a variety of probable predic- 
tions, fome of which, beirig thus founded 
upon an intimate knowledge of the na-^ 
tural Gourfe of human events, have been 
accompliflied ; while others, which were 
hazarded upon groundlefs conjefture alone, 
continue without application, ^nd are fi- 
lently negledled. 

Too fevere a wound might be given to 

the. 
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the feelings of the pious Ghriffiaii, were I to 
lay before him the expreffions of impious 
levity, with which this artful objedtion has. 
been repeatedly enforced. . The danger, 
however, to which our Religion is expofed 
by fuch a mode of attack, is alarming in a 
very high degrees Though the Theolo- 
gian may inftantly difcern the falfehood of 
the aflertion^ the weaknefs of the argu- 
ment, and the indecent fcurrility of the 
language ; yet the ignorant may be de- 
ceived, the gay may be dazzled by the vi- 
vacity of the thought, and the fuperficial 
may be ''milled by "fhe fpecioufiiefi of an 
objeftion, the futility of which they pof- 
fefs not the ability to dlfcover. In 'this age 
of daring Infidelity, when our adverfaries, 
calling alide all fenfe of decorum and 
manly ingenuoufjaefs, fof the fake of adapt- 
ing their objeftions to the capacities of the 
inferior orders, have proceeded in open 
defiance of truth and honeft argument, it 
becomes us to be doubly vigilant, and not 
only to enforce the evidences of Chriftian- 
ity, but to enforce them in fuch a mannei* 
as may bell • be calculated to oppofe the 
particular mode of attack adopted Jsy the 
niod'ern Sceptic. - 

In 



\ 
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In order to expofe the futility of the 
objed-ion juft Hated, it is abfolutely lie- 
ceffary to prove in a variety of impor- 
tant inftances, that the. events predifted 
by. the facred Writers were rerncved far 
beyond -the reach of human foreiight, 
and could never have been felecSed as 
fair iiibjedis of ingehious conje<9:ure by 
impoftors. In my Isift Difcourfe I en- 
deavoured to lliew, that thefe events fre- 
quently occurred in an age long fubfe- 
quent to that of th6 Prophet, were cir- 
Gumftantially defcribed, were frequently 
novel, were very numerous, 'and aptly co- 
incided with the predidion. Through the 
following Difcourfe it will be my^objedl 
to prove, thatj in many of the moft im- 
portant Prophecies, the occurrences fore- 
told muft, from their peculiar chara6ter, be 
univerfally and inftantly acknowledged to 
have been indifcernible during the age of 
the Prophet ; and that in others they were 
the very reverse of what a judicious de- 
eeiver, judging from the appearances be- 
, fore him,, would have fuppofed likely 

, ,TO TAKE PLACE. 

On the days immediately preceding the 

cru- 
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crucifixion, ovtr blbfled Lord difcloied -v^itli 
clearnefs and accuracy, which nearly riefem- 
ble th0 detail of the hiitorian, many of the 
moft memorable circumftances, with which 
the fiege^ of Jerufalem would be attended^ 
The aftonifliing fonefight, which he mani- 
fefted, by defcribing the figns, the manner, 
and the exaft time of the d€ftrti6tion; of 
the holy city, mull, if maturely confidfered, 
overpower the mind of the Ghriftian with 
wonder and conviftien. But the circiim- 
ftance, which perhaps mcrft effedlually 
raifes this predi6tion above all fuipicioti of 
its being the refult of human fagacity, is 
the entire deftrudlion which it represented 
as awaiting the vaft edifice of the Temple. 
" Before this generation, pafs away," faid 
the holy Fdunder of Chriftianity, when he 
beheld the magnificent pile, " not one ftone 
fliall be left upon another." Even if.vve 
fuppofe, what rnuft only be fuppofed for 
the fake of the argument, that the coii^ueft 
of Jerufalem could be conjedlured from the 
prevailing fpirit and circumftances of the 
times; yet the total deftru^ibn of the 
Temple was not i the neceffary, or even the 
probable, confequence of fuch a calamitous 
event. Its prefervation would rather have 

been 
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been the theme of a lagacious pretender to 
Prophecy. I will not here infift upon the • 
ftrength o/ this fortrcis, both natural and 
artificial, which the Jewilh hiftorian has 
reprefented as one of the moil ^ ihipregna- 
ble wWh ha4 ever been eredled in the 
wojfld. Even the conqueror, furvcjying it in 
ruins, and discovering that it could not, if 
ikilfully defended, have been fhaken by mili- 
tary eingines, nor ftormed by the ipioft intre- 
pid hoft, acknowledged- the abfolUte incom- 
petence of the human inflruments, and 
afcribed its demolition to the manifeft in- 
terference of God ". Independently of thefe 
confiderations, it muft have been evident, 
in the age of our Saviour, that, whatever 
might be the fate of the city and of its 
inhabitants, in coniequence ' of the flub- 
bom hoftility of the Jews, and the inve- 
terate fury of the Romans, it WQuld be the 
common object, both of the vi<Sors and the 
vanqiiiflied, to fave this venerable building 
from deftrudlion. 

The Jews, trnffing in their own mif- 
taken interpretation of the ancient Pro- 

* Jpfephus, b, V. 14: « Jofephus, b. vi. 43. 

phets. 
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phets, -confidered their Temple placed uH" 
der the immediate protedlion of the AW 
mighty, as fecure from mortal violence, 
and immoveable as the ground on which 
it ftopd Z^. So infatuated were they by this 
blind corrfidence, that, when their city was 
^glven up for plunder to the legions, they; 
rulhed, fecure of fafety, into the burning 
ifles of the Sandluary, and thoufands , pe-. 
riflied in the ruins. 

If we examine the annals of the Ro- 
mans, we Ihall difcover, that, during- the 
period of their grandeur and profperity, 
which long preceded the fall of Jetufalem, 
when the fpirit of rivallhip no longer pre^. 
vailed, which in the earlier ages of the re- 
public had occafioned the deftruilion of: 
Corinth, Carthage, and Numantia, it was 
the cuftom' of that great people to pre- 
ferve entire the flupendous monuments of 
their vltSorles. The chief cities of the* 
conquered kingdoms were permitted to 
'flourifli ^s tributaries of Rome. The 
works of elegant art alone, with which 
they were enriched, were carried away to 

•} Phllo de Monarch, p. 821. Vlt, Mof. ii. p. 6^6. ^ 

grace 
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grate . the triumpli ' of the general, and 
adorjl -the capital of the empire* Thus 
AlejCandria, the ernporium of Egypt ; A- 
thens, the feat of fcierice ; and the fplendid 
and opulent cities of Afia Minor, continued 
entire after their fiibjugation, and con- 
tributed to the glory and profperity of 
their conquerors. In addition to the above 
argument, let it be remembered, as ano- 
ther ftrong reafon for the "probable preferv- 
ation of the Temple, tliat it was the uni- 
form policy of the Romans to refpedl the 
Religious, prejudices- of the conquered coun- 
tries. So accommodating were their max- 
ims of univerfal toleration, that within the 
regions of Paleftine, in compliance with 
the wifhes of its inhabitants, they even 
loweired their imperial eagles, ^nd defifted 
from their defign of ered-ing the ftatue of the 
Emperor m the fanftuary of Jehovah. So 
powerful was the influence of this princi- 
ple amorig their commandersj, at the. pe- 
riod of which we are fpeaking, that the 
illuftrious chief, who . conducted the iiege 
of Jerufalem, manifefted a nioft ardent 
anxiety for the pi-efervation of the Tem- 
ple, At the commehcement of his. mi- 
litary op'erations) h? repeatedly folicited 

-. the 
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the Jews to fave the magnificent build- 
ing; and again, at the ftorming of the 
city, when a brand had been thrown within 
the pile by the hand of a foldier, he in- 
ftantly commanded his legions to extin- 
guifh the flames.. It was natural, there- 
fore, to fuppofe, that, even under the moft 
extraordinary and defperate cireumftances, 
they would be induced, in conformity with 
, their ufiial principles of', toleration, to pre- 
ferve the Ter^iple of Jerufalem. 

From thefe confiderations it muft ne- 
cteffarily be inferred, that to a Jew, during 
the reign of Tiberius, the demolition of 
that iacred edifice muft have appeared ab- 
fblutely impoflSble : and, even if its ' poffi- 
bility had been admitted, that its demoli- 
tion by a Roman ^ army muft have ap- 
peared Angularly improbable, as that peo- 
ple feeftied to be engaged by the ftrongeft 
motives to favour its prefervation. 

In palling from the confideration of fin- 

<= The Romans were marked out, with a confiderable ie-, 
gree of precifenefe by our Saviour: and it was evident, that 
they were the only people in the world likely to contend 
with the Jews before the paffing away of that generation. 

gle 
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gte edifices to that of the imperial cities, our 
aftonilhment will be ftill more powerfully 
excited, by the* extraordinary iiibjedts- of 
fome predidtions fo oppoftte to thofe, which 
an impoftor would have been induced to 
feleft. When Nineveh and Babylon, thofe 
mighty feats of empire, the pride of early 
ages, and the wonder of all fucceeding 
times, had advanced to the higheft ftate of 
greatnels and fplendour, the moft ftriking 
pidlures were drawn by the Prophets of 
their overthrow anddefolation. The entire' 
deftrudtion of two cities eminently the moll 
formidable which have ever appeared in the 
worlds was in the higheft degree improba- 
ble. Much, undoubtedly, may be conjec- 
tured by the fpeculative mind, from a 
knovvledge of the revolutions of empires, 
and of the inability of "human gran- 
deur : but vaft capitals, oyer^owing with. 
, inhabitants, and enjoying dominion over a 
confiderable portion^ of the earth, mUf^ 
have appeared to the fpedlatorj who gazed 
in aftoflifliment upon them, to be ex- 
empted from the general lot, and to be 
raifed above the reach of fortune and mor- 
tal decay. 



M 
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' In thofe early periods of fociety, the 
Prophet eould not have been emboldened 
by fimilar examples, collefted, from the 
varied hiftories of nations. Cities', poffefled 
of fmall power, and of a limited territory, 
might, in the tiine of the Propbet, have 
been fubverted in war, or have filently 
fiink into ruin : but no inftance had then 
occurred, in which the nictropolis of a 
mighty empire, or even of a great king- 
domj had been rooted up from its founda=- 
tions, and had totally dil^peared from the 
earth. ..■ ■ ^ 

' .^ . . . i ■ L 

Even had the Prophets been gifted with 
a knowledge of the fortunes of all thfe 
great cities, which were in future to-ap^- 
pear, tbey would by no means have found, 
that they all terminated in that complete 
deftrudion, with which Nineveh and- Ba- 
bylon were threatened. Though fpoiled of 
their grandeur,, and deprived of their autho- 
rity, they have generally continued to exift, 
and have exhibited, even in their fallen ftaie, 
the monuments of their, former magnifi- 
cence. Athens, Alexandria, and Confen- 
tinople'; Bagdat, the pride of the Saracens; 
and Rome, the miftrefs of the world; thefe, 

and 
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and many other places, 'oftce fplgndid and 
glorious, have furvived the erhpires, over 
which they prefided, arid ftill occupy the 
rank of citjes. 

But whatever may be the final condir 
tion of great capitals in gendfal, the pecu- 
liar character of Niheveh and Babylon 
muft have appeared to exempt them from ^ 
the common doom. Their vaft extent, 
the means of annually raifing a great ftore 
of provifions within thtit circumference, 
the efiorm'ous height and bulk of their 
gates, towers, and walls, and the gigantic 
appearance. of their facred edifices; all th^efe 
ftemed to give them means of duration 
eminently beyond, what have been enjoyed 
by any other city. They appeared to be 
irooted, like r^iountains, to the foil, and to 
be unmoveatle but by forne violent con- 
vulfion of nature. Under thefe peculiar 
circumftances, how oppofite to all, vv^hich 
human artifice wotild have uttered, were 
the expfeflions of the Prophets, which ' 
doomed thofe cities to complete and final 
deftrudtion ! 

Though this total demolition was an 
, ' ' n 2 event. 
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evcht, which no man could reafonably ex- 
pedl ; yet the particular fpecies of ruin, 
■vvhich was predidled to Babylon, muft have 
appeared ^ven more improbable. They , 
were both fituated upon the fide of great 
rivers ; yet the delblation foretold to the 
one was of that peculiar fpecies> which is 
occafioned by the overflow of waters ; and 
that of "the other was entirely independent 
of the ftream, by- which its walls were 
waflied. In exaft conformity with the 
expreflioni of the Prophet, the ^ traveller 
now wanders in vain along the banks of 
the Tigris, in fearch of the ruins of Ni- 
neveh : whilft within Xlae broken arches 
and rifted walls of Babylon s, buried in 
filth; and loathfome w,ith infe<Jlion, where 
the foot^ of man feldom treads, the deadly 
ferpents hifs, and the owl and* the bittern 
inhabit. There the Arabian never pitches 
his tent, nor does the fliepherd make his 
ibid : but wild beafts of the ifland cry in 
the defolate houfes,- and dragons in the 
plea&nt palaces. And let it be remem- 
bered, that th« means, without which 

f Nahum i. 8, 9. li. 11. 

s Ifaiah xx. 20, 2t, 22. Jeremiah 1, 39. 

this 
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this city could not have been reduced to 
its prelent peculiar flate of ruin, muft hkve 
been "placed entirely out of the reach 'of 
human foreilght. It was occafioned by an, 
enterprize perhaps the moft wonderful 
which hiftory records, the turning of a 
great river from its channel, and the de- 
pofitioh of its waters in a vaft artificial 
bafon. The ftream was never again con- 
fined entirely within its natural bed ; and 
the vapours engendered by its ftagnation 
in the furrounding plains and njarflies, 
drove away the fickening inhabitants, and 
thns gradually difpeopled the city; 

If the complete and lafting deflation 
of a great city cannot be forefeen by hu- 
man fagacity, flill ^eater muft be the dif- 
ficulty of foretelling the permanent der 
bafement of a powerful and extenfiye ter- 
ritpry. Yet Ezekiel declared. In the moft 
expi^efs terms, that the kingdom, of E^pt 
fliould no more be governed by its own 
native princes, but Ihould fink for ever 
into the bafeft and moft fervile condition. 
More than two thoufand years have now 
elapfed fince this Prophecy was delivered 
to the world; The fortune of kingdoms 
^ H 3 bears' 
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bears a ftrikins; refemblance to the for- 
tune of individuals. The fludluations of 
adverfity and ' profperity may be equally 
obferved in both. Thpre is not, perhaps,, 
a fpot upon the globe, of which, look- 
ing down through the long fucceffion 
of time, and contemplating the capricious 
reverfes of fortune, we might venture to 
declare fijch a continued humiliation, as 
that which the Prophet pronounced againfl: 
Egypt. Even the unfruitful marfhes of 
Batavia have rifen to opulence, 4iftind:ion, 
and power. While upon the fmall and 
barren iflands in the Adriatic, whofe tops 
fcarcely rife above the waters, the Vene- 
tians ereAed a power once formidable 
throughout the World, which the united 
efforts of nearly all the moft powerfiil na- 
tions of Europe were unable to fhake. 

But of all the countries of the world, 
Egypt, in the age of Ezekiel, was that, upon 
which it "was peculiarly improbable, that 
the hard condition of uiieeafing fervitude 
fhould be impofed. There th§ human 
mind had made fome of its earlieft and moft, 
aufpicious efforts. It was long the gene- 
ral opinion, that there the laws of fociety 

had 
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had been difcbvered, and the fountains of 
fcience opened. Though the refearches of 
the modern fcholar into Indian antiquities 
may at length induce us to iiippiofe, that 
the inhabitants of a nipre eaftern country 
are juftly entitled to the honour of many 
of thofe ufeful difeoveries, which have hi- 
therto, been afcribed to the Egyptians ; yet 
unqueftionably that ingenious people were 
very early diftittguifhed by an ardent fpirit 
of ejiterprize, and a peculiar happin^fs of 
invention. The ftupendous monuments 
6f art, which ftill lie fcattered oyer the 
4?anks of the Nile, a^teft the vaftnefs of 
their defigns, and the extent of their power. 
The earlieli profeffors of literature, and 
the firfl founders of civil polity in Europe, 
9nd in the more weftern provinces of Alia, 
travelled into Egypt, and; there -acquired a 
kndwledge of the fuiidamental principles 
of fcience and government, which, at their 
return to their refpedlive countries, they 
advanced to a very high degree of perfec- 
tion ; and thus moft effentially contributed 
to the wnament and dignity of human 
life., ; / ^ 

But if we omit the confideration of 

thefe advantages, which muil be acknow- 

H 4 ledged 
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ledged, to be tiranTient, though experience 
had not then, even in a lingle inftance,- 
difcovered their inftability, Egypt was pof- 
feffed of natural reiburces, which could 
feldom fail, and which feemed to promife 
a continuance of independence, ^wealth, 
and power. The fituation of the country 
was fingularly calculated to defend it againft 
the attacks of foreign invaders. Surrounded 
almofl: entirely either by feas, or by a 
Vaft expianfe of deferts, it might eafily be 
rendered impenetrable to the inroads of 
hoftile' armies, except in the narrow ifth- 
mus, which connects it with Paleftine and 
Syria. Befides, the uncommt)n fruitfulnefs, 
.occaiioned by the inundations of the Nile, 
•vvhich might determine the firft founders 
of this kingdom in their choice of a terri- 
tory, which afterwards rendered her the. 
granary'of Rome, and -which, in later ages, 
has often refcued Europe from the dreary 
apprehenfions of famine ; — this uncommon 
fruitfulijpfs, I fay, promifed to fecure the 
country, which it enriched^ from poverty, 
baienefi, and fubjeftion. Agriculture, fuc- 
cefsfuUy promoted, is one of the mod cer- 
tain prefervatives of national independence. 
Yet after a long cou'rfe of grandeur, before 
any lymptom of decline appeared, in con- 

> tradition 
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tr&diAion to the general fluiSuation of em- 
pire, in contradi'd:ion to the ftrong ex- 
ped:ation, which would naturally be enter- 
tained, from the fuccefsfiii progrefs gf ci- 
' vilization and the arts ; in contradicftion to 
the peculiar improbability arifing from ^ the 
natural advantages of fituation, arid the 
extraordinary fertility of the foil; EzeKlel 
pronounced that the kingdom '^ fhould be 
the bafeft of kingdoms; and that' there 
fliould be no more a prince of the land of 
Egypt. The event has exadlly correfponded 
Vith the predidipn. The Egyptians have 
' fucceffively fimk under the dominion of 
the Babylonians and the Perfians, of Ma-, 
cedon and Rome. When the laft great 
empire was diflblved, and "many of the tri- 
butary provinces arofe out of its ruins to 
freedom and importance, Egypt did btit 
change her tyrants. She groaned through 
many ages„ under "the oppreffion of the 
Greek emperors, of the "Saracens, and even 
of the fervile Mamalukes. In our own 
times, we have feen her an inglorious ob- 
ject of contention between foreign inva- 
ders, and foreign ufurpers ; and ftie is now 

*> Ezekiel xxix. \^. ' Esekiel xxx, 13; 

> prepared 
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prepared to yield Jjerfelf^ a weak and igno- 
h\p, province, according to the decifion of 
.diftant fcingdojtps, whofe interefts are in- 
volved in her fortunes. 

To predidt the difcriminatiftg chara(ir- 
teriftics of the inhabitants of a large terri- 
tory, which would be unchangeable through 
ali future tinie, rnuft, if poffible, lie ftill 
farther out of the reach of humaai. ability, 
than to fqretel their endlefs fubje4tio.». 
This ftrong proof of divine infpiration is 
ftrikingly exhibited in th£ Prophecy deli- 
vered refped:ing the defcend^nts of I'fh- 
inael. Even when a people have arrived 
at maturity, and have difplayed the dif- 
tinguifliing features of their national cha- 
ra<Ser, it is impoffible to fprefee, that thofe 
features will for ever remain unaltered. 
Thelgreat map of the world, even upon a 
fuperficial furvey, will fupply us with forci- 
ble evidence of the ralhnfefs of fuch an at- 
tempt. The countries, which it brings" 
within our view, will recal to our imme- 
diate recolle<^ion the varieties of charatSer, 
through which their inhabitants have fe- 
verally paffed. The vaft continent of A- 
merica is gradually undergoing an entire 

change, 
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change, in confequence of the difcoveries 
of Cplmpbus. The Europe of the ^npient 
world differs ^s widely from ithe Europe 
of the prefect age, as tl^i^ haughty and 
oppreffive principle of jrepublicari Rontie, 
,fronj the rn eel? and berieTolent fpirit of 
Chriftianity. The vales and mountains of 
Greece, once the feat of freedoms elegance, 
and the arts, are now ignobly tenanted by a, 
race of flothfu]; arid willing flaves. i , 

If then we are compelled, by the force 
of general experience, to allow, that the 
permarience of any peculiarities already 
cxifting among a people c?ri not be fore- 
feen even with the flightefl: degree of cer« 
tainty, we fhall be. obliged to acquiefce in 
the divine origin of the Prophecy now un- 
der confideration,, which was delivered un- 
der circuniftances fingularly unfavourable 
to fiiph a foreknowledge. Before, this pe- 
culiar gaft of national charader had begun 
to difplay, itfelf, before the child was born, 
from .whom the nation was to fpring, it 
was clearly and ftrilcingly delineated. __ 

The very charadleriftics, it may ftirther 
be urged, were lingular in fl^eir kind ; and 

f have 
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have not fmce been paralleled in the annals 
of hiftory. The Arabians were to be a 
wandering and '' unfettji^'d people ; . thiej 
were never to be fubjed: to a foreign yoke; 
and they were to be at qjnftant enmity 
with all mankihd. If, therefore, we \yere- 
difpofed to allow, that, in the greater num- 
ber of inftances, the national charadier con- 
tinues unvaried through the revolutions of 
ages, ftill it was in the higheft degree im- 
probable, that fuch diftin6tions as thofe, by 
which the Arabs are riiarked, woUld un- 
ceafingly remain ; and it is an abfolute ab- 
furdity to fuppofe, that their continued 
duration could have been forefeen by the 
natural penetration of a theorift, 1)efore 
they had even begun to exiil. 

The region inhabited by the Arabs is 
not remote or infulated, feparated from fo- 
cial life, and therefore exempt from the 
influence, which naturally refults from in- 
tercourfe with other countries. It is fi- 
tiiated in that portion of the globe, in 
which fociety originated, and the firft 
kingdoms were formed. The greatefl em- 

* Genefis xvi. 12. 

pires 
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pires of the world arofe arid fell* arou«d 
them. They have not been iecluded from 
correfpondence with foreign nations, and 
thus attached through ignorance and pre- » 
judice to firnple atid primitive manners- 
In the early perj.ods of hiftory they were 
united as allies to the mofl pQwerful mo- 
narchs of the Eaft: under .their vidlorious 
Pi-ophet they once carried their arms oyer 
the moft confiderable kingdoms -of the 
earth : through many fucceeding ages, the 
caravans of the mercharit, and the compa- 
nies of Mahometan pilgrims, pa,fled regu- 
larly over their deferts : even their reli- 
gion has undergone a total change. Yet 
all thefe circumftances, which, it might 
be fuppofed, would have fubdued the mofl 
flubborn prejudices, and altered the moft 
inveterate habits, have prodijped no effedt 
upon the Arabs, and they ftill preferve un- 
impaired a moft exad: refemblance to the 
firft defcendants of Ifhmael. 

Their habits of life, far from inducing 
the furrounding nations, to -leave them to 
a peaceable enjoyment of jheir native wild- 
nefs and independence, muft have con- 
ftantly awakened a general fpirit of refent- 

ment. 
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iiitM, and given birth to combinations 
liioft dangerous, to thqir fecurity. Exclu- 
^f '& of the lovfe of glory and empire, -which 
would prompt the more ambitious fove- 
leigns, to annex Arabia: to their dominions', 
it' miift have been the common catife of 
kings and of people, to reduce to fiabjec- 
tion, or utterly to extirpate, a race of law- 
lefs and daring w^anderers, who considered 
themfelves' as reieafed from the opera- 
tion of the" -eil'ablifhed laws of focial life, 
and arrogated the right of violence and 
plunder, as an heritage bequeathed to them 
from heavetf. They were not therefore 
neglected or defpifed. The moft' illuftrious 
conquerors of the world marched their ar- 
tnies againft them. But in vain Was their 
fubjeAion attempted by the Egyptians, the 
Aflyrians, and the Perfians, when in the 
meridian of their power. Alexander, after 
fiibduing the kingdoms of the Eaft, was 
preparing an expedition againft them, when 
his death inteircepted , the deiign. Five 
times did the Romap legions, c6ndu£le(i 
by their moft renowned generals * and em- 
perors, attempt to reduce Arabia to a tri- 

' Luciillus, Pompey, JEWns Gallus, Trajan> Severus; 

butary 
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butary province J and five titties did they 
return unfuccefsful-from the deferts, and 
leave the Arabs frfee. This uniform failure 
muft not be attributed to human d^fes 
alone. Large amiieS have freqfu$ntly^ab- 
fifted within their hot and fandy pMns, 
which are mterfperfed with rich and moft 
delightfiil fpots, where the fountain and 
the grove of palm afFbrd fliade ai^nd -refrefli- 
ment-to the exhaufted; foldler; But the 
ex-pedillohs were fruftrated,-&metlm€S by 
unexped:ed revolutions among their ene- 
mies, and ibmetihies by the moft tremen- 
dous Iriterpofitlon of heaveh ™. 'And to the 
divine Infpirer alone, the Lord of heaven 
arid earth, can we attribute this anomaly 
in the itate 'of fociety,- the work "of- his 
power, as well as the fubjed} of his -Pro^ 
phecy-, Whicb it is equally impofftble^tfeat 
human ability llibiild- produce, ^o^^huWiaa 
wifdom forefee. ' ■ ' ■ , ■ '■ ' 

But the Oracles of ,G6didt* riot refei? to 
individual kin'gdonris/' alone ;' 'they iriclude 

" Particularly in the expeditions conduced by Trajau 
and Severas. 'See fifonyf. Hlflr/ lib. Ixviii. p. 78^. lib.ltatV. 
p. 855. '-■ 

' within 
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■within their 'comprchpnilve fchenie the 
fortunes of the greateft empires of. the 
1 world. Thofe, which were given for this 
momentous end, are diftinguiflied by a 
ftriking fingularity in the mode of iheif 
delivery. The Prophet not only uttered 
the,. predi<flion, but fubjoined the interpre- 
tation. This circurnftance, added" to the 
peculiar cleamefs of the expreflfions, has' 
caufed the writings of Daniel to, bear a 
nearer' refemblance to Hiftory than,;to Pro- 
phecy, and has induced fome bold and fu- 
perficial unbelievers unwarrantably to cdn- 
denin them, as the forgeries of an age fub- 
fequent to the refpedive ,events. 

Tiie four .great empires of the world, 
with the triumphant ftate of Chriflianity, 
were clearly and- ftronglypourtrayed. We 

^all. be filent refpe<^ing thefirft and fe- 
cond empire. The Babylonjan had reached 
the fummit of profperity in the age in 
which the Prophecy was delivered : and 
the Perfian, by which it was overthrown, 
Jucceeded after fo Ihort an interval of tittle, 

• that its riling fortune may be fuppofed to 
have been difcernlble by a fagacioift politi- 
cal obferver. 

In 
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In the age of Daniel, which preceded 
the conquefts of Alexander more than two 
hundred years, Macedon was a fmall and 
uncivilized kingdom, fituated amidft wilds 
and- mountains, undreaded and unknown. 
It was not diftinguilhed among the nations 
of the world by military valour, fuperiority 
of internal policy, or a natiorial fpirit of 
cnterprize. It had not even obtained a 
name among the Grecian ftates : nor had 
thofe ftates, upon whofe ruins it afterwards 
arofe, advanced far in the attainmerit of 
that greathefs, which for a'time Ihone forth 
with fuch uncommpn brightnefs. 

In the age of Daniel, Rome could fcarcely 
be ranked among cities. It was a mean 
and ^unimportant town, placed in a remote 
and uncivilized quarter of the globe, the 
name of which had not reached the im- 
perial court of Babylon. She was expofed 
to conftant wars with the petty ftates 
around her, in each of which her very ex- 
iftence was endangered. Long did ftie 
continiie to ftruggle humbly in Italy, and 
even centuries elapfed before Ihe took het 
flight above the nations, and foared J:o 
fanie and empire. 

I Five 
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Five hundred years after the age of Da- 
niel, a perfonage, who, uniting in a mira- 
culous manner the divine and human na- 
ture, has been regarded through all fuc- 
ceeding times as the'everlafting Son of the 
high God, born in an obfcure village of an 
obfcure territory, pbfleffed'of no human 
means of attraftion, and iiipported by no 
earthly' authority, promulgated a new^ Reli- 
gion, and difolaydd figns and mighty won- 
ders. Though he was defpifed and rejedled by 
his countrymen, and, after a fhort miniftry, 
was cut off by an ignominious death ; yet 
his Religion, triumphing at length over all 
oppofition, overthrew the altars of poly- 
theifm ; while the temples of the God, 
^whofe will he revegied, were er^fted 
throughout all the faireft provinces of the 
globe. 

Now it cannot be conceived poffible, 
that any caufes favourable to the propaga- 
tion of Chriftianity could have been fub- 
jed; to the obfervatiqn of the Prop'het. 
Though human affairs were undoubtedly 
fo difpofed. by divine Wifdom, as peculiarly 
to favpur its fuccefsful progrefs ; yet they 
could not, it is prefumed, have been ren- 
dered 
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dered efFeftive, dxcept in conjundlion with 
thofe miraculous powers, which were ac- 
tually difplayed. And it may with truth 
be afferted, that in the age immediately 
preceding its rife, and even at the time 
when its divine Founder firft appeared 
among mankind, no appearances could be 
difcerned, which to an uninspired mind 
would afford the flighteft pfefage of the 
extraordinary event about to be accom- 
plilhed. No intimation of it could be dif- 
covered, except in the writings of the in- 
spired Prophets, and in general rumour 
vague and fallacious, the confequence of 
erroneous explications of their meaning. 

Yet In the age of Daniel were clearly 
predi<fted thefe three changes in the affairs 
of mankind, the rnofl momentous wKich 
hiffory records. The charafteriftics, by 
which they were refpedlively di{linguilhed> 
were accurately delineated ; and the order, 
in which they fucceflively arofe, was faith- 
fully defcribed. The figures, under which 
the atchievements of Alexander were re- 
prefented, point out. the rapidity of his 
copquefls,, the univei;;fality of his domi- 
nion, and the quadruple divifion of his 

12 , empire 
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empire among his favourite chiefs. Rome 
was depicted by the difference of its go^ 
vernment from that of the preceding em- 
pires, by its greatnefs, and by its terrible 
ami irrefiftible" power in war, by the fub- 
jugation of the nations under its iron yoke> 
arid by its proud rule over the whold 
globe; Chriftianity was defcribed as fi- 
lently emerging without the aid of human 
policyj holy and ipiritual in its nature, 
extending over all nations^ and enduring 
through all time. 

Weak, ihdeed, mufl be th6 Scepticj 
who, after a candid inveftigation of the 
fubjeA, Ihall afcribe to the natural 'pene- 
tration of the human mind fiich a fore^ 
knowledge of the greateft kingdoms and 
of their charadleriftic differences. Let the 
boldeft and moft fubtle' fpeculator ftand 
forth, and take the next thoufand years for 
the wide field of his Prophecies. Let him 
foretel the grandeft and moft furprifmg re- 
volutions, which will occur during that 
period, in the importance of which' all 
otl^er events are fwallowfed up and loft : 
let the principles, and the agents, by which 
they fliall be effe^ed, be fuppofed to be 

■'•■■ . \ '': • , at 
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9.t this moment entirfely concealed from his 
knowledge : let the order in which they - 
fliall arife, and the diftinguiflaing features 
by whigh they fliall be characterized, be 
accurately pourtrayed : let the firft empire, 
to be founded upon the ruins of , the onoft' 
flouirjfhing monarchies of the earth, be 
predid;ed as about to come forth, not from 
the bofom of civilized- fociety, from a po- 
pulous territory, or a powerful kingdom, 
but from fome rude and mountainous 
country, remote from the reiidence of the 
{peculator, and now.obfcurely known: let 
the fecond empire, the future miftrefs pf 
the world, be deftined tp arife, wKen the 
firft Ihall have paffed away, froiii fome dif- 
tant and unimportant town, the name of 
which has not yet jcached our fliprgs : let 
the third revolution, far the moft remarkable 
both in its nature and its duration, and un- 
paralleled in the annals of all paft ages, be , 
4lently effe<5t:ed; by a poor and humble in- 
dividual, wandering among unfopial and 
bigotted tribes, the inembers of which are 
regarded with contempt by the inhabitants 
of civilized regions : let the Sceptic, I fay, 
fubmit to our obfervation fuch a map of 
future hiftory, in which the events recorded 
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are few, firtiple, and in the higheft degree 
important; and let but one obferver, pof- 
fefled of cool and diipaffionate judgment, 
maintain, either that future occurrences fo 
fingul^r and momentous, the caufes of 
which have yet fcarcely begun to operate^ 
with all their mofl: diftinguilfhing pecur 
liarities, can be brought to our knowledge 
by the happieft effort of human wifdom, 
or that, when boldly, conjectured, it lies 
within the compafs pf our ideas refp^fting 
the * nature of human contingencies, that 
they fliall all really take place in the pre- 
cife order, with the feyeral peculiarities, 
and to the full extent predlded : let but 
one diipaffionate obferv.er be found, who 
fhall maintain either of thefe pofitions, 
and we may almoft venture to declare, 
that we will ' forego our belief in facred 
Prophecy, and no longer exalt the predic- 
tions of Sion above the frantic efFufions of 
Heathen Oracles, or the wild conjectures of 
Heathen Augury, 

But the fpirit of Prophecy was once 

manifefted on an occafion even more fin- 

gular perhaps than any, which has already 

been'confidered. It forelhevfed the future 

. , * exiftence 
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exlftencc of a fpiritual tyranhy, the moft 
extraordinary, to vt'hich the ambition and 
ln,genuity of man have ever given birth. 
I Ihall be pardoned, I truft, for repeating the 
defcription of this ftrange and moft formi- 
dable power. In ^the fixth century before 
Chrifty and again in more pxprefs terms 
during the age immediately fubfequent to 
his appearance, it was predidied, that, at a 
diftant period ", when the Roman empire, 
then triumphant over the world, Ihould 
fall into decay, a- power", the name of 
which was hieroglyphically Specified, fhould 
arife from its ruins, and fix p its feat of 
dominion in the ancient capital of the 
world ; that this power fhould be founded 
in the myftery of iniquity, and exhibit 
that prodigy in the~ moral and political 
world!, which the Prophet emphatically de- 
nominated the Man of Sin ; that it fhould 
impofe upon the credulity of its followers, 
by flagrant falfehoods, and an abandoned 
profligacy of deceit ; that it fhould alter 
the courfe of-fociety, and even abrpgate 
the laws of nature; by forbidding both 

" Daniel vii. y, 8, 24. a Theffalonians ii. 6, 7. 

• Revelations xiii. 18, p Uevelations xvii. 9. 

'14 mar- 
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^ njarriage and the ufe of meats ; that it 
fliould fupport its ufurped authority by the 
moft relentlefs cruelty, by deluging ^ its 
cxtenfive territories with the blood of its 
enenciies, or by driving ^ them forth, help- 
lefs and hopelefs, from, all the comforts 
and charities of focial life ; that it fliould 
' impioufly lay claim to a filpernatuj-al in^r 
fluence, aad fubdue the untutored mind 
by pretended a6ls of Omnipotence ; that, 
deviating from the pure and; fimple wor- 
fliip of the firft Chriflians, it fliould, intro- 
duce " idolatry and the dodlrine of demons; 
and, hegledling the mediation of. the ever 
blefled Jefus, flioUld fupplicate the divine 
Power through the intervention of departed 
mortals ; that it fliould carry up its blaf- 
phemous pretenfions * to an height, which 
it is fcarcely poflible to contemplate with- 
out feelings of awful apprehenfion, fliould 
arrogate the incommunicable' attributes 
and omnipotent authority of the fupreme 

9 I Timothy iv. 2. 

' paniel vii. 21, 35. jp,evelations xvii. ,6. xviii. 24. 

" Revelations xiii. 16, 17. 

« 2 Theffaloliians-ii. 9, 10. Revelations xiii. 13, 14, 

» I T^njpthy iv. i. Daniel xi. 38. 

' Daniel yii. 25. xi. 36. 2 TJieffalonians ii. 4. 

Being, 
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Being, and, feated in his hallowed temple, 
flieW itfelf to an idolizing world, as the 
eternal and incomprehenfible God, the 
Lord of ^ heaven and earth ^ : an(i laftly, 
that, having tyrannized more than twelve 
hundred years over the minds as well as 
pcrfons of the greateft portion of the 
Chriftian world, it flipuld fall at length 
into decay, and be ^ delivered over to con- 
demnatioil and endlefs perdition. ~ 

Such are the features of the Papacy, 
than whi-eh' no fyftem could have been 
devifed, more uiiliiely to arife from a 
perverlion of the dodlrines and fpirit of 
the Gofpel. Though, in the Apoflolic age, 
to a prophetic eye the fatal power was 
then ifhewn to be working j yet by un- 
affifted human reafbn the dawn of fuch a 
tyranny could not furely be difcerned. 
The imagination could fcarcely have con- 
ceived one more ineonfiftent with the fpot- 



y Compare a Theflalonians ii, 4. with Bifhop Newton's 

account of th^ adoration paid to the new-ele£ted Pope, 

" ^em cr'eani, . adorant" was the infcription ufed on the 

medals of Martin V. See Newton's Differtations on the 

Prophedes. Diff. xxv. 

^ Daniel vii. 25. Revelations xix, 19, 20, 

lefs 
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Icfs and uftafluming charadler of primitive 
Chriftianity. Had the ingenuity of man, 
fpeculating upon the corruptions by which 
even the pureft gifts of divine benevolence 
are liable to be deformed, been .employed 
during thole' early times in divining the- 
probable perve'rfions, to which Chriftianity 
would be fubjedl in its progrefs through 
a vicious world, he would not furely have 
been induced ^ to predict the proud pomp 
of fuperftition, not the arrogance arid ty- 
ranny pf predominating power, nor the 
impious pretenfions of an affumed divinity. 
With much greater probability might he 
have apprehended the temporary preva- 
Tence cif that lawlefs ipirit, of that equal 
diftribution of property, and of thofe vifion- 
ary plans of fociety, which gave difturb- 
ance to fome parts of Germany at the 
period of the Reformation, and were the 
fiibje6ls of dangerous Ipeculation in our own 
country during the civil diflenfions of the 
laft century. Let me not be fuppofed to 
infmuate, that our pure and holy Reli- 
gion affords the flighteft fandtion or coun- 
tenance to fuch deftruClive principles. No. 
It marks them with decifive arid unquali- 
fied disapprobation. I wilh merely to ob- 

ferve. 



SERMON III. 123 

ferve, that, frpm »the peculiar nature of 
fome of the original do6lrines of Chriftian- 
ity, arid from the probable effedl of their 
operation u{)on corrupt: or fanatical minds,* 
fuch a fpecies of abufe was more likely 
than any other to arife. Hence it is rea- 
fqnable, to fiippofe, that an impoffcor would 
naturally have feledled this particular kind 
of perverfion, as the moil proper fubjedl of 
conjefture. But the real Prophets were ■ 
iilent upon this part of the fubjeft ; and 
difplayed their eloquence' in defcribing 
events, the poffibility of which ''could 
icarcely have been admitted, till it was 
fcnfibly demonftrated by their occurrence. 

From tile whole tenor o£ the preceding 
Difcourie, it appears, that, in many of the 
inofl: momentous inftances, the events fore- 
. fliewn were not only all in the higheft degree 
IMPROBABLE, but fpmc the very reverse 
of thofe, which might naturally have been 
expefted from the general courfe of hu- 
man affairs, or the ' peculiar charadler of 
cirqumftances, as they exifted in the age of 
the Prophet. To afcribe therefore fiach a 
prefcience of the Prophets to a mere fpirit 
of conjedure, or to .conlider the comple- 
. "' tion 
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tiorf of thejr^ precUftions as the fortunate 
coincidence of circumftances, appears to be 
an ad; of grbfs ignqrance, of obftinatp blind- 
nefs, or of wilful perveriion of the truth. 

Let it not be imagined that inftances 
iiluftrative of the argument are rare, and 
that thofe, which I have now adduced, can 
alone be difcovered among the numerous 
predidlions of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment. I have expatiated more fully upon 
thofe few, for the fake of exciting the cu- 
riofity of the inquifitive, and of inducing 
them to contemplate -Prophecy at large, 
with a reference to the particular propofi- 
tion, which I have now endei^ypured to 
confirm. When attention has once been 
.awakened, numerous predi^ftions will pre- 
sent themfelves, by which the truth of the 
pofitiori will be amplj- illuftrated. 

, What but divine infpiration could have 
inftrufted Noah in that intimate knowr 
ledge of futurity, by which he forefaw * 
the unceafing fervitude of the defcendEints 
of his three ^ons ? i 



* Genefis ix, 3_5, 26, 27. 

* What 
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What but divine infpiration could have 
enabled the favoured ■ Patriarch to marky 
vpith fuch precifion, thofe difcriminating 
and ftemingly inconfiftent circumftances 
in the future fortunes 6f his two foijs, Ja- 
cob ^ and Efau ; that, the elder fliould de-" 
light in war and violence, and jet be fub- 
je6t to the younger ? 

What but the -forefight .of God could 
have conceived the poffibility, aiad what 
but the illuminating fpirit of God could 
have excited in Balaam the opinion, that 
the liiraelites, a people entirely unknown to 
the Prophet, Ihould, in oppofition to every 
principle of national policy, and- to fome 
of the ftrongeft inclinations of the human 
heart, always dwell ' alone, in a feparatc 
and peculiar ftate of fbciety ? 

What but the over-ruling influence of 

divine Wildom could have imprefled upon 

his hiind the final extinction "^ of the Ama- 

- lekites, and efpecially at that particular fea-- 

fon, in which they, were cohfidered even 

^ Genefis ^xvii. 40. f Nupifiers xxiii, p. 

f Nuijibere xxiV, 22. 

by 
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by himfelf as the firft, the moft ancient, 
and the moft powerful among the nations, 
which inhabited that part of the ^obe ? 

Who on principles of mere human fpe- 
culation iould have dared to .predid: the 
overthrow of Tyre by the power of the 
Chaldeans ^, in an age when Chaldea was 
yet in the form of a tributary province ; 
and when the Aflyrian empire, advanced 
to its higheft ftate of ppwer and proiperity, 
was moft likely, if its overthrow was at all 
probable, to effeft the utteir deftru^on of 
that haughty city ? 

Was it probable in, the age of Ifaiah, 
that the glory of the God of .the Hebre>vs 
would be ^culiarly advanced by the fu- 
ture fucceffes of a Periian conqueror ? Is 
there not a coincidence in the higheft de- 
.gree extraordinary, and inexplicable upon 
mere human principles^ between the ^ pre* 
didiions of that Prophet, and the actual 
proclamations of Cyrus ? In the former -it 
is afferted, that the founder of the Perfian 
empire would be elevated by the Almighty 

* Ifaiah xxiii. 13, f Ifaiah xliv, xlv. 

to 
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to an uncommon height of power, fame, 
afid riches, for the expfefs purpofe of mak- 
ing known his name ^nd glory to all the 
inhabitants of the earth. In the latter 
the ^ royal conqueror, contrary to, the ge- 
neral practice, publickly afcribes the merit 
of his victories, not to the, Eaftern deities, 
whom he and his fathers had worfhipped, 
but to the orle only God, the Lord God 
of heaven, the Lord God of Ifrael. . ' 

Was it probable that the ^ Egyptians 
fliould be converted to the knowledge of 
the true ' God, and th^t the defcendants of 
. Abraham Ihould worlhip Jehovah in that 
very land, in which their anceftors had' 
been treated with unparalleled feverity, 
and the inhabitants of which had fmce 
been uniformly held forth as objefe of 
their juft abhorrence and continued, en- 
mity ? ^ . ~ ' 

V 

f 

Was it not contrary to all probability in 
the days of the ancient Prophets, in the 
peculiar ftate of feparation in which the 

g Ezra i. I, 2, 3. 3 Chronicles xxxvi.-a^. 
* Ifaiah xix. 18, 2^. 

Jewifh 
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Jewilh people had been placed by the Al-^ 
mighty, that an univerfal Religion would, 
at a future period, be promulgated by an 
inhabitant of Judea, or that it would be 
generally received at thef preaching of a 
Jew by the Gentiles ? 

Was it not contrary to all probability in 
the days immediately preceding the cruci- 
fixion, when the followers of our Lord, ter- 
rified, difpirited, and defpairing, were about 
to forfake him, and to flee, that neverthelefs, 
before the paffing away even o^that gene- 
ration, his ' Goipel Ihould be publilhed in 
all the world ; "and that at length it fhould 
obtain a complete and lafting triumph over 
the fuperftitions of, the earth, though in- 
evitably" expofed to a general and moft in- 
veterate oppofition, from the mercenary 
views of the artificer arid the prieft, from 
the pride of the philofojiher, from .the 
powei: and policy of the magiftrate, and 
from the religious prejudices and corrupt 
paflions of the people h 

Was it not contrary to all probability in 

I Matthew xxiv: 14. Mark xiii, 10. 

the 
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the days of ou^ Saviour, that the inhabi- 
tants of Judea would be led away captive 
into all nations by the Romans ? They had 
before yielded to the arms of Rome, and 
no fuch calamitous confequence enfued. 
Nay, it was the generous policy of that vic- 
torious people, almoft uniformly obferved 
in the later ages of. the ftkte, to leave to 
the vanquiflied kingdoms the fecure poA 
feffion of the greateft part of their terri- 
tories, and, in general, their national po- 
lity and th,e exercife of all their religious 
rites. In the inftance of the Jews alone, 
this cuftom was flagrantly violated : and 
it is not perhaps unworthy of remark, that 
it was violated, not by a ftern, capricious, 
and fanguinary tyrant, a Tiberius, a Cali- 
gula, or a Nero; but by a prince, who was 
the brighteft ornament of- imperial Rome, 
whofe charadler was marked by an un- 
bounded fpirit of philaijithropy, and who 
was diftinguiftied by the godlike appeli 
lation of the love and delight of man- 
.kind''. 

, ' The time would fail me, were I to pro- 
s'" 

"* ,Amor et 4eliciaB human! generis. 



K 
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ceed through all the numerous inflances 
recorded in the facred Writings corrobo- 
rative of the principle, which has been ad- 
vanced. ' By thofe already given, curioiity 
may perhaps be excited, and. the fource of 
enquiry opened. The more clofely this 
part of the fubjed; is purfued, the ftronger 
convidlion will be produced of the inlpira- 
tion of Jevvifh and Chriftian Prophecy, 
Let the unprejudiced enquirer,' inftead of 
feeking, like the Sceptic,, for doubts, or 
rriagnifying real diificulties and plausible 
objeftions, inveftigate the precife nature of 
the Prophecies', aijd refledl upon the pe- 
culiar circumftances, under which they 
were refpedively uttered. By fuch a 
mbde of examination he will be enabled 
rationally to convince himfelf, that, at the 
time of delivery, their completion muft 
frequently have feemed direAly oppoiite 
to prefent appearances, to reafonable expec- 
tations, and to the regulaf order of human 
occurrences. And let it be remembered, 
that- he, who has once been firmly fixed 
in this perfuafion, will fcarcely be induced, 
even by the moft fpecious argumeiits, to 
renouncje 'his faith in their divine origin, 

or 



SERMON III. 131 

or to unite with the Tnfidel in reprefent- 
ing them either as the efFulions of wild 
vifioriaries, or the frauds of artful impof- 
torr. ' ' 
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i ml 



DEUTERONOMY iv. 3a. 

Ask now o^ the days that are past, 
.which were before thee, since the 
i)ay that god created man upon 

THE EARTH ; ANC ASK P^oM' THJE ONfe 
SIDE O^ HEAVEN UNTO THE OTHER, 
WHETHER THERE HATH BEEN ANY SUCH 
"tHING, AS THIS GREAT THING IS, OR 
HATH BEEN HigARD LIKE I,TL 

In exhibitihg the proofs of a divine in- 
terpolition in the ihftance of Prophecy, it 
appears to be in the higheft degree ufeful, 
if not abfolijtely neceffary, to eftablifli and- 
enforce the pofitions advanced by multi- 
pUed examples. From the operation of 
phyfical caufes, or from pecuhar habits of 
refledion, or- from favourite niiodes of re- 

K 3 fearch. 
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fearch, different minds are attraAed and 
influenced by different illuftrations. Be- 
fideis, the very circumftance of numbers 
and variety in the inftances addpced is 
produ£tivc of a powerful effetfl, and eflen- 
tially contributes to the firm eflablifhment 
of our faith. And let it be remembered, 
that the defender of Chriftianity is not oc- 
cupied, on thefe occafipns, upon cold and 
abftra<fl reafonings, nor does he labour 
merely to arrive at a knowledge of truth : 
he ftrenuoufly endeavours, upon the moft 
momentpus fubjedt, which can engage the 
attention or intereft the feelings of a rea- 
fonable and immortal, being, to overpower 
with convi<3:ipn the mind, which may 
anxipufly defire to be fatisfied ; but, from 
the extraordinary nature pf the cafe, may 
be juflly fearful of affording a precipitate 
affent. 

Though the predictions confidered in a 
former Ledture are eminently ftriking, and 
oi^ht to fatisfy the moft fcrupulous en- 
quirer; yet they are unqueftionably ex- 
ceeded, in many important charadleriftics, 
by a Prophecy perhaps the moft wonder- 
ful, which was -delivered in the long courfe 

of 
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of divine Revelation. As, in the material 
world, different degrees of Iplendour and 
magnificence are imparted to different pro- 
duAions of the almighty Creator : fo> in the 
•courfe of the awful manifeftation of his 
Omnilcience, he has afforded a ftronger 
appearance of divinity to particular parts 
of his Revelation, though all are undoubt- 
edly raife4 above hurnan ability, and are 
equally worthy of God. 

The circumftance to which I allude is 
f^o prefent aftonifhing conditiori of the 
Jewilh people. -As it is fubmitted to our 
daily -obfervation, awd is fmgularly calcu- 
lated both to excite curiofity'and to pro- 
duce convidlion, I have referved it for 
the iubjedl of a feparate Pifcourfe, and 
fhall no;sv confider It at large as forcibly 
illuftrative of the principle,- which I havb 
advan cedi,: refpe6ling the frequent impro- 
BABixiTT of the events foretold by the 
ancient Prophets. 

In reprefenting with fidelity the prefent 

condition of the Jews, for the purpole 

of ilrongly illuKlrating and confirming the 

tnith.of Prophecy, it is iihpoffible not to 

K 4 ' admit 
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admit fuch fentinlents arid defcriptions, as 
muft give pain to that unfortunate nation. 
Let it not, however, be -fuppofed, that 
this duty is performed by the advocate of 
Chriftianity, without a confiderable degree of 
reluftance. No fincere Chriftian- can wan- 
tonly wound the feelings or aggravate the 
miferies of an affli<fled people^. Perfecutibn, 

what- 

* The fincere Chriftian canilot without reluftance de- 
foribe- this humiliating condition of the- Jfws. The argu- 
ment however required a true and moft forcible ftatement : 
and I am juftified' in making it, not by general opinion 
alone, which may be erroneous from prejudice ; not by 
the fentiments of Voltaire, which fcepticifm may have 
warped; but by the confeffion of fome of the;politeft and 
moft liberal writers, '^ho have ever appeared among that 
unfortunate people. I Jllude to the Letters of certain Jews 
to M. de Voltaire; Though coming forward in defence of 
their nation in general againift the virulent attack and ex- 
aggerated reprefentations of the French Infidel, they feem 
to defend only one particular feft of it. They make a wide 
diftinftion between the Spanifh and Portugueze Jews, and 
all other Jews, mentioned under the general title of Polifh 
and Germans. Thefe latter, according to a ftatement of 
the Monthly Review, which was thought worthy of being 
admitted by them in a fubfequent edition into the body of 
their work, " fcattered over the whole Eaftern and Weftern 
■"■ empires, have always lived, fine? the time of Conftantine 
•' the Great, in Greece u^d Afia, and fince that of Charlemagne 
" in the weft, in oppreflion and mifery^ looked upon as flayes, 
*■' ind inhumanly treated as fuch. And they are treated much 
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whatever form it may aflume, .is utterly 
irreconcileable' with the pure and gentle 
Spirit of our Religion. /Though we know, 
that the lengthened fufferinga of the Jews 
w^ere decreed in the councils of divine 
Wifdom ; yet we alfo knqvv, that the ria- 
tions, whofe evil paffions hdve at different 
times been rendered inftrumental in their 
punifhment, were frequently in their turn 
reje^ed, when the dreadful office had been 
mlfiUed./We acknowledge, with fenfations 
of grateful refped:,' that from the JeWs we 
have derived the facred Oracles of God ; 

■" in the fanie manner now, even in Europe, alijioft in every 
" part of Germany, at Venice, and. in all the ecclefiaftical 
" ftates." From this paffage, it is evident, that the Jews 
called German and Polilh muft conftitute far the tnoft 
confiderable .portion of the whole people. In thefe letters 
the Portugueze and Spanifli. Jews, are reprefented as not 
diflinguiflled, like the other defcendants of Abraham, from 
the reft of mankind by deHciehcy in elegance, refinement, 
and literature, but as elevated in mind above their * bre- 
thren ' of other nations, infomuch that, even by the confef- 
fion of thofe very brethren, it has been fometimes Icarcely 
credited, that they were both of one common flock. All 
other Jews, it is allowed by thefe writers, " are defpifed and 
"■ reviled on all fides, are often perfecuted, and always in- 
" fulted : even human nature among them, it has been con- 
" feffed, is debafed and degraded f ,'' 

* Betters of cettain Jews, &c. vol. i. p. i6. . f lb. p. 40. 

that 
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that among thefti arofe the holy Prophets, 
and the glorious company of the Apoflles j 
tod that from among their brethren, in the 
fulnefs of time, the Son of God, the Sa- 
viour of the world, was born''. We are 
iftdticed, moreover, to exped;, from the 
ftrong affurance of -Prophecy, that tl?eir 
diiperfion and calamities will be but for an 
appointed time ; and that they will finally 
be reftored to the favour of God. And 
with fincerity and earneiftnefs we: join in 
the pious and charitable petition of our 
Liturgy, that th€y may foon be brought 
home to the flock of our blefTed Lord, and 
become with us one fold under one Shep- 
herd, Jefias Chrift, our common Saviour, 
and Redeemer. 

On the preferit occafion, the argument 
requires me to ftate in forcible terms the 
fevere Calamities, to which they have long 
been fubjed:, and which they ftill continue 
in fome degree to fufFer. 

In an early age o( the world, more than 
three thoufand years ago, a few poor arid 



.*' See Newton on the Prophecies. DifK VJii. 

unlm- 
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unimportant tribes, delivered from a ftate 
of bondage and oppreffion, were wander- 
ing over a barren and dreary wildernefe. 
Their leader, the acknowledged minifter 
of Heaven, at the conclufion of long and 
fuccefsful labours, and the clofe of a holy 
life, prefented- to their view an afFe<3:ing 
pid.ure of their future condition, when 
they Ihould have incurred the juft difplea- 
iure,of their God. With -a vigour of ex- 
preffion, which has never been exceeded, 
and with a minutenefs of detail, which has 
feldom been equalled, even by the mofl 
accurate hiftorian, he reprefented to them> 
that they Ihould be ^ fcattered among^ all 
people from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other ; that ^ among thefe na- 
tions they Ihould find no eafe, - neither 
fhould the fole of their feet have reft; 
that they Ihould be fmitten ^ by the Lord 
with madnefs,,and blindnefs, and aftonifli- 
ment of heart ; that they fhould have a 
* trembling of ' heart, and failing of eyes, 
and forrow of mind ; that . they s Ihould 

^ Deuteronomy xxrai. 64. ^ Id. xxvlii. 65. 

« Id. xxviii. 2S. "^ f Id. xxvlii. 6j. 

« Id. xxviii. 3 7. 

become 
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become an aftonifhment, a proverb, and a 
bye-word ; that they ^ fhould be opprefled 
evermore, and that no man fliould fave 
them. It is added, that their ' life fhould 
bang in doubt, and that they Ihould fear 
night and day, and fhould have none aflur- 
ance of their life ; that, in the bitternefs 
of anguilli, in the morning they Ihould fay> 
''Would God it were even ! and at even 
they fhould fay. Would God it were morn- 
ihg I Furthermore, ' it is declared,' that 
though they Ihould be difpeirfed and af* 
flifted in this fevere and awfiil manner, 
yet that God ' would riot cafl them away, 
nor abhor them to dellroy them utterly ; 
but that, as their "" plagues were great 
and w^onderful, fo fhould they be of long 
continuance ; and that " they Ihould be 
upon them for a fign, and for a wonder, 
and upon their feed for ever. 

From the defcription of the Prophet let 
us turn to the annals of the Hiflorian. Wheri 
the holy city of David had yielded, to the vie- 

'' Dent xxviii, 29, 31. J Id: xxvlii. 66. 

•= Id. xxviii. 67. ' Levit. xxvi. 44. 

"" Deut. xxviii, 59. " Deut, xxviii. 46. 

torious- 
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torious arms of Rome, the inhabitants were 
expelled from their native territory^ and feat- 
tered through all the kiiigdoms of the world. 
Since the time of that calamitous event, 
they have wandered over„every. portipn of 
the globe, without national pofleffions, an 
acknowledged cpnftitution, or independent 
laws. They were xeprefented by the Ro- 
man hiftoriari, as adtuated, previoufly to 
their difperiion, by. a fpirit of hatred to- 
wards the whole human race. Since that 
dreadful calamity, they have lived almoft 
conftantly in a ftate of reciprocal hatred 
with mankind. Though generally fub- 
miffive to the laws, and ftrangers to poli- 
tical intrigucj they have frequently been 
expofed to perlecution and plunder, even 
iyvith the connivance of governments, which, 
ij). g.11 other inftances, have guarded as fa- 
cred the property of individuals. Though 
abundantly poffeffed of riches, which ufually 
command the refpe<3: of manli^ind, and en- 
noble even ignorance and folly, tbey have 
been generally treated with contempt by 
the powerful, and fomeitimes even followed 
with' infult by the populace. They have 
been driven from city to city, froin cgun- 

try 
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try to country : even their children ° have 
fi?metimes been forcibly taken from their 
parental proteftion, and educated in a re- 
ligion, which is the objeft of their heredi- 
tary averfion. Their lives have not unfre- 
quently been ef^imated w^ithout any re- 
gards to the high importance ufually an- 
nexed to the exiftence of human beings. 
In Chriftian countries, and under regular 
governments, they have in fome inftances 
been facrificed to a wanton and unrelent- 
ing fpirit of cruelty, in violation of all 
laws hurhan and divine, and in'^oppofitiott 
to the feelings of our nature. They feem, 
as it were, to have loft their rank in the 
creation, and tQ have funk nearly below 
hurnanity. Their fellow- creatures appear 
in many countries to have refuied to them 
alone the juftice due to all, and the com- 
paffion inherent in man. 

Such is the faithful though melancholy 
piftiire of a people, once diftinguilhed by 



" In Roman Catholic countries, partrcularly irt Spaiw 
aiid Portugal. See Newton on the Prophefiies, and Pa- 
trick's Commentary on Deuteronomy xxviii. 32, 

tRe 
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the peculiar favour of the Almighty j for 
whom the fea was divided in Egypt, and 
the fun ftood ftill upon Gibeon ; whofe 
laws were brought down from heaveji, and 
whofe anceftors walked with God. 

; Yet aniidft multiplied inftances of op- 
preffion, raifery, ar^d contempt, they have 
refolutely continued through feventeen hun- 
dred years a feparate and diftitld; people. 
Their God hath p not cafl: them away, nor 
abhorred them, to deftroy them utterly"; 
their great "^ and wonderfjil plagues, which 
were to be of long continuance, flill re- 
main : the curfes are yet upon them, which, 
in the ftrong. language of Scripture"^, were 
to be for a fign and for a wonder upon 
them and their feed for ever. Not mingled 
and loft among the kingdoms, over which 
they have been fcattered, they retain thb 
means, upon their returrjing obedience, of 
beholding their ' captivity turned ; and of 
being gathered from the nations, and re- 
ftored to the land of their fathers '. 

This 

P LeVit. xxvL 44. '1 Deut. xxviii. 59. ' 

-' Deut. xxviii. 46, jp. ~ 'Id. ixx. i, a, 3, 4. 

' The paffages in the PentateuCih, which We have quoted, 

appear. 
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This is the part of the Prophecy, which 
iiiconteftably places it far above the reach 
of human wifdo'm, oi^ the 'fufpicion of im- 
pofture. If the claim to divine Revelation 
be rejedled, it will not be in the pbwer of 
the. hiftorian or the philofopher to aflign 
any caufe, which will fatisfadlorily ^explain 
this extraordinary , condition of an whole 
people. Their continuance in fuch a 'fi- 
tuation is unexampled, a,nd we may even 
v^uture to pronounce it miraculoUs. It 
cannot therefore be fuppofed, that it could 
have been anticipated, by the moft laga- 



appear, and are generally allowed, decifively to prove, that 
Mofes forefaw this extraordinary circumftance in the pre- 
fent fortunes of his countrymen. Our blefled Lord, (Luke 
3tid. a2.) when he predifted the approaching calamities of 
the Jew«, exprefsly aflerted,Jthat thofe were the days of ven- 
geance, that all things, which were written, might be ful- 
filled. Jeremiah (xlvi. 28,' xxx. 11. xxiii. 3.) and ijiany 
other Prophets, (Ifaiah x. 21, 11. Ezekiel vi.'S, 9. Amos 
ix. 9.) predifted it in the moft ' ex,prefs language, which 
cannot be interpreted in any othe'r fenfe, nor referred' to any 
other times. The argument is here ftated as referring to the 
Prophecy of Mofes ; though,, if the application of the paf- 
fages from the Pentateuch ftiould not be admitted, with fome 
flight alteration of the manner, and with no diminution of 
its force, it may be rendered equally applicable to the v^ords 
of the later Prophets, of the precife fenfe of which no doubt 

can be entertained, 

... ^ , 

cioua 
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cious penetration, ot the moft fbrttinate 
conjedlure. 

If we repi;efent to ourfelves an impof- 
tor, in the age of Mofes, defirous of ac- 
quiring reputation by a pretended know- 
ledge of futurity, every argument, which 
could have fuggefted itfelf to his undei^ 
ftanding, muft have difcovered the ab- 
furdity of the predidlion, which he ven*- 
tured to dehver ;, and he may juftly be 
.ch&rged with either madnefs, or unpardon- 
able credulity, if he fuppofed, that its pof- ' 
fibility would either be admitted by his 
hearers at the moment, or confirmed by 
the event in future. If he had turned his 
eyes around upon the nations, which were 
then prefented to his view,, the general a(p- 
pearance muft have forcibly difluaded him 
from hazarding fo unreafonable a conjec- 
ture. The predi(Sed condition of his coun- 
trymen was contrary to the ftate of all the 
nations, which had previoufly exifted in 
the world, or were at thkt period in being. 
In the more refined ages of mankind, When 
the iritercourfe between countries is fre- 
quent and extenfive', when commerce has 
united by a common b^nd the moft re- 

L mote 
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mote regions, and liberality of lentiment 
has kindled a fpirit of toleration and uni- 
verfal benevolence, the habits^and cuftoms 
of a foreign and diftant race of men are 
not only endured, but are, in many in- 
ftances, even courteoufly received by the 
natives. It is not fo among the rude hordes 
of primitive fociety. The favage looks 
dow^n with difdaiuj or rifes v^'ith indigna- 
tion, upon all who are not of his tribe. 
He hates the cuftoms which differ from, 
his own. The unknown intruders are ei- 
ther exterminated at a blow, .or gradually 
exhaufted by unceafing oppreffion.. When 
barbarians leave their native land, they are 
either borne away by (Eonquerofs, or' are 
animated to relinquilh it by a fpirit of en- 
terprize. In the former cafe, they are foon 
reftored by the fortune of war to the coun- 
try of their anceftors, or they impercepti- 
bly melt into one dommon people with 
their conquerors. In the latter, under the 
condtjifl of a daring and fuccefsful chief, 
they expel the natives from a favourite ter- 
ritory, or they found in infant ftate amidi^ 
the waftes and fditude of nature.' Such 
was the coiidud: of mankind frbm the ear-' 
lieft ffiras of the world, to a period fubfe- 

quent 
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quent to the times of Mofes. It was not, 
therefore, froiii a fimilar fituation among* 
other people,, into which, according to the 
courfe ,of fociety, it was natural to ima- 
gine, the defcendants of Ifrael might fall, 
that the Prophet was induced to ^ utter this 
prediftion. The condition', as I have be^* 
fore aflerted, was contrary to every exarri- 
ple then prefenteid to his view, and un- 
paralled in the annals of all preceding 
ages. ' ^ 

Had the hiftory of the whole future 
wdrld been brought by anticipation within 
the knowledge of Mofes, the uniform 
courfe of fbcial life muft have convinced 
him, 'that even the exiftehce of fiich a 
ftate of fociety as he defcribed, except un- 
der an extraordinary and immediate int'er- 
pofition of God, was in the high eft degree 
in^probable. . Foreign tribes, when admitted 
into a country, gradually intermingle with 
the natives, arid, after the la|3fe of a few 
generations, are blended and loft among 
the original inhabitants. Excited at once 
by principles of intereft, and by, a natural 
fpirit of imitation, they foon poffefs in 
common the fame government, the fame 
■ '"• L z laws. 
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laws, the lame religion, .and, after a longer 
courfe of years, even the fame national 
charaAer, and the fame internal difpofition 
of mind. I The modern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope were compofed, at their firft cohfti- 
tution, of very different races of men. The 
ferocsious hord,es of the |iorth, defceriding 
into the fertile and delightful "provinces of 
the Roman empire, united themfelves vvith 
the natives of the diflri<3:s in which they 
refpedlively fettled,- and foon formed with 
them common and independent flates. In 
what kingdom at this day can we diflin- 
guifh between the defcendanCs of the 
primitive inhabitants, and thofe of their 
barbarous invaders? Who can feparate in 
France the race of the indigenous Gauls, 
from the fuccefTors of the Franks and Bur- 
gundians } Where are the diflind: traces in 
Spain between the ancient Iberi, and the 
defcendants of their Gothic conquerors'? 
If we look round among our own coun- 
trymen, in vain fhall we endeavour to.dif- 
covejr the diftinguifhing charadleriflics of 
the refpedive families, which are derived 
from the Romans 6r the Saxons, from the 
Danes, or the Normans, or from the ori- 
ginal inhabitants of Britain. 

If, 
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If, withdrawing our attention from the 
generkl cuftom of mankind, we confine it 
to the particular charadler of the Jcwilh 
people, we Ihall difcover that there was n& 
peculiarity in their difpoiitibn, which; could 
authorize their leader to predidl fo won- 
derful a deviation from the regular courfe 
of human nature. When we examine the 
moft remarkable features of their national 
charafter, as difplayed under the divine go- 
vernment, we fhall find them to be of all 
men the leaft likely to have experienced, 
in thefe later times, fuch a striking fingu- 
lartty of fortune. In the early ages of 
their hiftory, they were diftinguilhed by a 
culpable, nay almoft an unnatural eagemefs 
to forfake the worfhip of their God, and 
to adopt the fuperftitions of the fiirround- 
ing nations. While they were fiipporte.d 
-by the manifeft interpofition of the Deity ; 
while his mann^ was falling from heaVen 
and the pillar of fire was yet burning be- 
fore their armies, they bowed down to 
other gods, and imitated the forbidden 
rites of idolaters. Even at the folemn 
foundation of their polity, amidfl: the moft 
awful manifeftations of the divine prefence . 
upon the mountain, they eredled the mol-. 

L 3 ^ ten 
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ten image ir^ the adjacent valley. In the 
flibfequent periods of their biftory, whi^ 
ftill bleffed with the peculiar favouj of tl^ 
Almighty, they were frequently feduCed to 
defert his worihip, even while they beheld 
his repeated miracles, and' were daily iix^r 
ported by his power. Though they were 
invited, on the one hand, to a, dutiful, fub- 
rniffion, by the moft alluring profped:, of 
temporal rewards; and were expofed, on 
the other, to an immediate inflifti'on of 
the tremendous, punilhments, with which 
their rebellion was threatened : and though, 
in moft inftances, t,hefe rewards and punifh- 
ments were' the certain confequences of 
their piety, or of their difobedience ; yet, 
they conftantly relapfed into idolatry, and 
polluted themfelves with the forbidden 
rites of the Heathens. While the tops of 
the hills were every where illuminated with 
the fires kindled to the bafe and imaginary 
deities of the nations, feven thoufand only 
in Ifrael remained faithful to the Qod who 
had conduced their fathers from the land 
of bondage. Yet this very people, vvhen, 
not only rejeded by the Almighty, but 
fuiFering under his fevere and vifible dif- 
pleafure, when fcattered over all the ha- 

. ' ■ bitable 
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bitable globe, and expofed through their' 
whole exiftence to oppreffion, to .forrow, 
and to fhame, notWithflandtng all thefe 
ftrong and multiplied caufes for an union 
with the different nations of the world, were 
inflexibly to continue in a diftinft ftate, in 
manifeft contradidlion to the uniform fpi- 
rit of their anceftors, and to the common 
propenfities of nature. 

The hiftbrian of the Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire ", who has in many 
inftances borne ftrong though perhaps un- 
willing teflimony to the .truth of Pro- 
phecy ^, has noticed in a rnanner peculiarly 
ftriking the flrange ineonfiftehcy in the 
character of the Jews under the firft and 
unde* the fecond Xerriplc, and has thus un- 
intentionally given additional force to the 
miraGuldus nature of this extraordinary 
predidlion. For the incdnfifiency of the 
modern Jews, in their inflexible attach- 
ment tp the Law of Mofes, is in^^rnpara- 

" See Gibbon's Roman Hiftory; v. i. c. xv. p. ,539. 4*°. 

* See Whitaker s Pamphlet ?xprefsly written for the pur- , 
pofe of fliewiag the numerous inftanceSj in which the truth 
of faci-ed Prophecy may be confirmed upon the authority 
of the Infidel hiftorian. 

tAr , My 
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bly more extraordinary than that of the 
inhabitants of Judea after the captivity, 
at which the writer farcaftieally exprefles 
amazement. The inference, however, which 
he infidioufly endeavdurs to draw from the 
circumftance„ is ,very different from that, 
which the Chriftian may juftly derive from 
it. - 

There could be' no peculiarities in the 
charadier of the Jews, or in the nature of 
their various eftablilhments, fubjedl to ob-. 
fervation in the age of Mofes, which might 
embolden an artful fpeculator to indulge 
fo extraordinary and improbable a conjec- 
ture refpefting their future condition. If 
we examine their national charafter, with 
a reference to this particular fubjed, as 
circumftances unfolded it in fucceeding 
times, we fliall difcover the moft decifive 
proofs in fupport of this affertion. When 
fettled upon the Eaftern fliores of the Me-, 
diterrariean, they confifted of twelve tribes. 
Of thefe, ten were difperfed in captivity 
over the E^ft. *And though individuals may 
have returned in the reign of Cyrus with 
|he inhabitants of Judah to Jerufalem ; yet 
, |he pepple at large, falling away by infen:: 
' " ' ' ^ • . ^^, 
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fible intermixture, at length totally difap- 
peared among the natives of the countries, 
into which they had been conveyed ; while 
two alone have furvived a fimilar difper- 
lion, perfevering in the religion and cuf- 
toms of their anceftors, and exhibiting 
a wonderful phaenomenon in the mbral 
world. The government, the facred rites, 
the manners, the diipofition of the twelve 
tribes, were uniform in the age of Mofes, 
And no poffible reafon , can be affigned 
why, wjaile the greater' number of them 
have apparently melted away ' into the 
ftream of focial life, the remnant have 
clearly, and in the fuUeft manner, verified 
the prediction, by refolutely refufmg to coa- 
lefce, and by viewing with a' fullen apathy 
the alluring and fplendid examples by which 
they are conftantly furrounded. Yet the 
Prophet exprefsly^ predicted the peculiar 
prefervation, which awaited the remnant 
of a people, in cdntradidlion not only to 
general cuftom, but to the^ experience of a 
great majority of their own natibn, 

One of the fundamental principles of 
the Mofaic difpenfation,^ it might reafpn- 
ably liave been fuppofed^ would power-s 
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fully incite the people, when placed in the 
peculiar cirdumftances, which were pre- 
di(3;ed, and which have a^ually attended 
their difperfion, to renounce the law of 
their Prophet, and depart ajtogether from 
their faith in the God of their fathers. 
The bleffings which he had promifed were 
temporal. Immediate rewards were to fol- 
l€>w their obedience. The Chriftian under 
the preflure of fevere and hopelefs afflic- 
tions Ibolss forward to a final recompenee 
in another world, and receives fupport and 
comfqrt from the firm expeQiation of a fu- 
ture ftate of happinefs. But the hopes of 
the Jew were i:n a great degree confined 
to his prefent exiftehce. When worldly 
prosperity and comfori became apparently 
unattainable, the ft'rong tie, which bound 
him to the obfervance of his la\^, it fhould 
feem, would be diffolved. To a rational 
fpeculator it could fcarcely have appeared 
poffible, that a people, placed under an 
econp^ny, in which temporal welfare was 
the promifed reward of obedience, would 
ftedfaftly perfevere in their fidelity, when 
all temporal welfare was withdrawn, and 
they were expofed to the longeft and rnoft 
heavy calamities, which, in the adminiftra-- 

tion 
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tlon of the mor^l government of the world, 
the great Difpofer of all events has ever 
inflided upon any nation. ^,y 

From the preceding remarks, the pre- 
4i<9:ion'of Mofes appears "to be contrary to 
'the regular courfe of fociety, to the par- . 
♦ticujar dlfpolition of the Jewifti people, 
and to the particular ' fpirit of the Jewifti 
law. But in addition to the arguments 
already adduced, there were to be peculiar 
circumflahces in their condition, by which 
an impoftor muft have been convinced, 
that they would be more efpecially tempted 
to coalefce with the inhabitants of the 
, countries, over which they would be dif- 
perfed. They were to be a fcattered. peo- 
ple. They were not to be united and 
'fixed in one place, as were their anceftors 
in Egypt. In fuch ;a ftate, it would have 
feemed not altogether improbable, that 
they might preferve their national union, 
from the influence of numbers, of con- 
tinual intercourfe with 'each other, and of 
hereditary cuftoms and manners perpe- 
tually prefent to their fenfes. But when 
divided and fcattered, when pofleired of no 
national eflabUfhment, when daily con- 

verfant. 
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verfant, in all the affairs, of life, with the 
principles and pra;<ftices of other nations, it 
might naturally be expeifted, that thej 
would gradually depart from the ufages of 
their anceftors, and infqnfibly intermingle 
with the people, by whom they Ihould be 
forrounded. Again, it was natural to ima- 
ging, that the miferies^ tcy which this un- 
happy people were devoted, would force 
lahem to iurrender through fear, or to re- 
nounce with indignation, the diftincJlions 
and: even the name of their tribes j that 
when fmki'ng under the preffure of their » 
own calamities, and fufveying the fuffer- 
ings of their relatives and countrymen; 
when 'looking back upon the wretched ean-t 
dition of thofe, who ^ had gone before them,, 
and anticipating with patefftal apptehen-: 
fion the wrongs and woes, to which their 
children muft be born ; they would fly for 
fhelter to an union with the native inha- 
bitants, and feek an ^qsual participation of 
their laws, and an , equal proteftion from 
their government : — and, laftty, that when 
refleding, in addition ta their fufferings, 
upon the obloquy univerfally annexed to 
their name, they would throw it off in a 
fpirit of manly refentment, and bury in ob-» 

livion 
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livion the records and the memory of their 
Elation. Marked out, on many occafions, 
for mockery and infult, liftening, not un- 
frequently, to the taunts of their pafffng 
fellow creatures ; in fbrhe inftances, the 
theme of national tales, and the fubjed: of 
national merriment ; liirely, according to 
the common feelings of nature, they wbuM 
hafte^ with eagernels to adopt the means, 
which might reilore them to the refpedl 
of mankind, to Burft asunder all the bonds ' 
of a feparate fociety, and to regain, by a 
miu^ture with other nations, the rank which 
they could riot enjoy during; the continu- 
ance of their own. y. 

In addition to thefe preditfted peculiari- 
ties of fortune, there are others not parti-, 
cularly foretold, to .which they might be 
. iiibjeft, and which they have in reality ex- 
perienced ; which, according to the ufual 
operation of human caufes, might reasona- 
bly be expefted to fruftrate fo extraordinary 
a Prophecy, and occafion the intermixture 
and final extind:ion of the Jews among the 
nations, over which they have beeri dif- 
perfed. They have lived in ages, in which 
faience and refinement have been advanced 

to' 
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to an unprecedented degree of excellence. 
Yet they have remained, almoft entire 
ftrangers to their influence. Surrounded by 
fplendour, and overflowing with opulence, 
they are, for. the moft part, infenfible to 
the elegant pleafures of cultivated fociety : 
educated in philofophic countries, they are 
in general, notwithftanding fome illuftrious 
exceptions, little captivated by the charms 
of literature, or animated by the effufions 
of genius. All that is fplendid, all that is 
amiable in life, appears, in moft inftances, 
to rife and fall before them unnoticed and 
unfelt. Even imitation, which is natural 
to man, feems almoft to have loft its power; 
and the progress of Ibciety, which ever 
keeps pace with opportunity, among them 
alone has been ftrangely checked and pre- 
verited. Again,' they have been devoted 
to their fecular interefts, and have been 
engaged, even with the bafeft and moft 
fervile fpirit, in the accumulation of wealth. 
Now it was extremely natural, that, under 
fuch circumftances, they fliould adopt, from 
motives of policy, tlje manners, the go- 
vernment, and the religion of the people, 
among whom they hoped to profper. By 
thefe means they would conciliate general 

con- 
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.confidence ; they would fecure their pof- 
feffions from violence ; and they would 
enlarge the , Iphere of their commerce 
under the au%ices of the government, to 
whofe privileges and liberties they ihould 
be admitted* ^.^-^^ 

Such a fituatibn indeed of an whole 
people appears to be oppofite to the very 

^ nature of civil fociety. No fimilar inftance 
can be found in all the pages of hlftory, 
anpidfl: all the diversities of climate and of 
national eharad^r, under all the changes 
of government, and in all the^ ftages of 

^ civilization, from the rude condition of la- 
vage life,, to the Inoft elevated ftate of ele- 
gance and refiriement. Had any venturous 
theorifl: in the age of the Prophet been 
endowed with all the political knowledge, 
which, in the moft favourable times, has 
ever been attained by the wifeft and the 
moll experienced ; had he been acquainted 
with all 'the ages* that were -to come,'^nd 
penetrated with uncommon fagacity into 
the nature of all future -^polities ; had he 
revolved- within his mind. all the pracSfeiea- 
ble combinations of mankind, all the capa- 
bilities "of focial life; and then, had he 

been , 
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been called forth to pronounce upon the 
poflibility of the continued exiftence of a 
people in fuch an extraordinary condition, 
he muft have decided in the negative ; he 
-muft have declared it to be contradidlory 
to the ruling principles of civil ibciety, 
and incdnfiftent with the general nature 
of man. 

In vain then will the Infidel endeavour 
to difcover any principles , of huttian wif- 
dom, which could have encouraged an im- 
poftor, in the age of Mofes, to predi<il the 
prefent condition of his countrymen. I 
have been induced to expatiate upon this 
Prophecy, becaufe it is evidently of a na- 
ture' fo Angularly ftriking, as to be calcu- 
lated, in an uncommon degree, to fubdue 
the incredulity pf the Infidel, and confirm 
the faith of the Chriftian. For when we 
tevolve in our minds, that it was delivered 
4n the early ages of the world, and has re- 
ceived its completion in thefe latter days ; 
that the greatefl; atchievements of the 
human. race, the rife and fall of the moft 
illuftrious empires, and the moft momen- 
tous revolutions in the ftate of civil fociety, 
have intervened between its delivery and 

■ its 
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its final accomplilhment ; that the cotidi- 
. tion defcribed was contrary to the ex- 
perience not only of all the times that ha4 
paffed, but of all that have fmce elapfed; and 
was in dire<9: oppofition to one of the moft 
ftriking features in the charadler of the 
people,' and even to a fundamental princi- 
ple in the Jewifli difpenlation; that the con- 
tinuance of fiicha condition feemed to be 
precluded by circumftanCes, of vvhich fome 
were abfolutely foretold, and others /might 
probably occur ; and moreover, being appa- 
rently incompatible with the general courfe 
of human affairs, muft have been confidered 
as morally impoffible : — when we bring 
thefe ftrong confiderations to our minds, 
and then refleift, that the condition was 
as /ully, clearly, and precifely foretold by 
Mofes, as it could now be defcribed by 
the hiftorian, we difcern herein fuch an 
inftance of foreknowledge, a^ can only be 
fuppofed to proceed frdm the infpiration of 
that omnifcient Being, to whom the fu- 
ture is as clear as the paft, and in whofe 
light a thoufand years are but as one day. 
It bear? in all its parts the moll manifeft 
figns of a divine origin, and is utiqueftion- 
ably the Revelation of the high and mighty 
M One, 
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One, who inhabiteth eternity. For, in the 
bold and eloquent language of the great 
leader of Ifrael, we hiay " afk now of the 
days' that are pafl, which^ were before us, 
fince the day, that God created man upon 
the earth ; and we may afk from the one 
fide of heayen unto the other, whether 
there hath been any fuch thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it." 

I fliall conclude the prefent Leid-ure with 
fome obfervations refulting from t*^e lubjeft, 
which has been now under difcuffion. 

The miraculous nature, of the fituation, 
in which the Jews are placed, might per- 
haps be intended by the great Difpofer of 
all human events, as an additional and 
moft powerful, incentive to faith. In order 
to aid the imperfedlions of his creatures, hd 
may gracioufly have ordained, that the peo- 
ple, through whom his divine will has been 
revealed, Ihould be diftinguiftied, through 
their whole hiftory,by remarkable deviations 
from the ordinary courfe of their fellow 
creatures. The ancient Prophets, in order to 
imprefs the Ifraelites with an entire con- 
vidion of their divine miffion, frequently 

accom- 
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accompanied their fbiemn revelations with 
an a6t of preternatural power. In con- 
formity with the fame principle, it may 
benevolently be deiigned, that the modern 
Chfiftian Ihould be roufed to a bolder con- 
fidence- in his Religion, by beholding, as it 
were, a' continued miracle ^ difplayed on 
its behalf. 

The prefent aftonifliing condition of the 
Jews is further calculated to ftrengthen and 
jUuftrate the teftimonics, recorded in the 

y One of the principal human caufes of the continuance 
of the' Jews in a diftindl ftato will be found in the exp'S^ta- 
tion of their Meffiah, which they ftill fondly cherifh. But 
furely this expeft^tion cal^not deftroy the fupernatural cha- 
rkfter, which their difperfion exhibits. The caufe is not 
equal to the effeft. Can we conceive, it poffible upon prin- 
ciples merely human, that a people would continue to en- 
dure through two thoufand years the heaviefb and moft ex- 
traordinary calamities, which have ever been brought upon 
any nation, merely from the expeftation of attaining, .at 
length a ftate of "temporal profperity ? But whatever may 
have been the influence of thisi caufe in former times/ it is 
now confiderably diminished by their repeated difappoint- 
ments in all the periods, at which thfiy expedlfecl the MeG- 
fiah. So far, however, is it from weakening the force of thp 
predi6lions relating to the Jews, that it aftually ftreijgthens 
and confirms them. For it was clearly and forcibly foretold 
by the Prophets, and is itfelf, therefore^ a decilive proof of 
their real inj(piration, 

M 3 fa?:j:ed 
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facf e4 annals, of a more immediate dlfplay 
of figns an?i mighty wOnders in their fa- 
vour diirin^ ancient times. Though we 
no longer view the water bprfting from 
the rock, or the land enveloped at noori 
in tlpie gloomy ,lhades, of night ; yet we 
canilot but implicitly affent to the tefti- 
mony of fuch fiipefnatural appearances, 
when we fee the whole Jewilh nation 
iiow exifting under ci?c^irrftances inexpli- 
cable by human caufes, and oppofite to aU 
the eftabliflied principles of fociety. 

Again, it may b« gracioufly intended for 
our benefit, that, in the prefent diftrefsful 
ftate of the chofen people, we flibuld be- 
hold an example of 'divine juftice faithfully 
coinciding with our natural conceptions 
reipeifting the attributes of the Deity. Th)j 
mpre forcible were their incentives to duty^ 
■ th? more heinous has been their crime of 
difbbedience. The more fignal were th$ 
favours once indulged to them, the rhore 
fevere, it is natural to expedl, would be 
the punfihment, with which their aggra-- 
vat6d guilt fhould be vifited. If the great 
powers of nature were miraculqufly di- 
verted from their courfe, for the fkke of 

aniniating 
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animating and confirming their faith,' it is 
not Wprifing, that the la wis of fbcial life 
fliould ceafe to pperkte* and the nafaural 
feelings of benevolence he fuipertded, ~ in 
order that ajf extraordinary - vengeanefe 
may be taken lipon them> for the craci- 
fixion of the Lord of life, and for their 
long and ftubborn rejection of his Golpel. 
If once, while placed under the foiemn 
trial of fidelity to their God, they appeared 
among mankind with his glory vifibly dif- 
played before their arifiies, and awfnlly 
prefent i^ theiir templcy it fiirely is con- 
fident with the plan of divine juftice, that, 
qfter a lengthened courfe of rebellion and 
iniquity, they Ihould b& expofed to the 
view of the human race, manifeftly im- 
prefifed with the mark of his difpleafiire. 
This fingular conditionj I have faidj rtiay be 
intended for our admonition. The fuffering 
Jew is a fenfible and moft foiemn example 
to the carelefs Chriftian and the hardened 
Infidel. If upon the favcKxred people fuch 
a fevere punilhment has been inflifted, the 
world at large can have no reaionable hdpe 
of efcape. The guilt of their incredulity 
was aggravated in proportion as their means 
of knowledge were more abundant. And 
M s l9t 
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let him, who now perverfely turns away 
from the volume of divine Revelation, 
while he beholds their calamity, refledt^ 
upon its caufe, and prudently endeavour, 
to know the things that belong unto his 
peace, before they fliall be finally hidden 
from his eyes. 

But if erroneous explications are not 
given of thofe parts, of the Prophecies re- 
fpedting the Jewifli people, which have 
not yet been fulfilled, we muft neceffarily 
conclude,' that Providence has yet another 
grand defign iri continuing them in fofifi- 
gular a condition. The fame Almighty 
Voice, which pronounced that they Ihould 
not be confounded with the ,|iations, among 
which they would be fcattered, has alfo de- 
clared, if we may venture to^affix a full and 
pfecife meaning to the words of unaccom- 
pliflied Prophecy, that, at a diftant period 
of time, when their fiifFeririgs Ihould have 
ceafed, they fhall be triumphantly reftored 
to the land of their fathers. If iuch^an 
alteration of their worldly fottunes has 
been' decreed in the tounfels pf the Al- 
mighty, and is adlually difclofed in the 
Revelations of his Prophets, in the pecu- 
liarity 
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liarity of their prefent condition we ^ dif- 
cern the efFedlual and, perhaps, the onljr 
human means, by which the accomplilh- 
ment of the p'redi3:ion may be brought to 
pafs. They are not conWnded and loft 
among the inhabitants of the countries, 
over which thpy have been difperfed. 
They have not acquired any locals domi- 
nion, which they might be unwilhng to 
relinquifli. They poflefs not in general 
any fixed property, the defire of TCtaining 
which might attach them too clofely to 
their prefent Jiabitations. They have no 
fettled country, to which they might be 
bpund'by the ftrong ties of natural affec- 
tion. On the contrary, thr9ugh every re- 
gion of the habitable globe, they are wait- 
ing as it were in expedlatiori of the mighty 
event. When the enfign of Jehovah fhajl 
be eredled ", , and the Gentiles fliall prefs 
forward to bear them on their Ihoulders to 
Jerufalem ^, they will be ready to ftart 
forth ori the' joyful occafion, to unite with 
vigour and alacrity In the hallowed caufe ; 



* See Clarke's Evidences of Natural and Revealed Reli- 
gion.- Seft. xiv. 

* Ifaiah xi, 12. *> Ifaiah xlix.vaa. 
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and, when re-adraitted into their earthly 
CaRflan* and reftored to the favour of their 
Go4 to bring to a final accomplifliment 
one of the laft in the lo^g train of won- 
derful predidiionsj w^ich were delivered by 
their Prophet5> of old. 
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PROPHBSy NOT VNTO TJS RIGHT THINaS, 
SPEAK UNTO US SMOOTH THIlifGS, SRO- 
PHE^y DECEITS, 

A O judge of .the prophetic writings by ^ 
the habits and fentiirients which now pre- 
vail, isihemaft dangerous error, into which 
the ftudent in facred literature can fall. 
The enemies of Chriftianity, fenfible of 
the advantages, which refult from fuch an 
uncandid trial of the ancien,t Prophet$, 
have artfully fpoken of them with a referr 
€nce to the cuftoms, the learning, and the 
fpirit of thefe later tim-es. It may with 
CpE^dence be maintained/ that their indc- ' 

cent 
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cent ridicule and authoritative aflertions 
will gradually lofe their efFeft, in propor- 
tion as our knowledge iricreafes of the age 
and fituation. of the Prophets^ We muft 
permit oiirfelves to be carried back into 
ancient times. ' We muft imagine our- 
felvfes to be placed in the fituation of 
Mofes, of Daniel, and of Ifaiah. We muft, 
as it were, convey ourfelves amongft their 
cduntryttien, adopt their manners^; glow 
with their fentiments, and even imbibe 
their prejudices. .That we may fully en- 
joy the fplendid produ&'ons. of" genius, 
^th -wMch Greece and Rome were en- 
riched, we explore with- laborious accuracy 
the minuteft traits of charadler, which dif- 
tinguilh thofeilluftrious nations. Let the 
TTioft important circumftances relating to 
the Hebrew tribes be examined with equal 
induftry and zeal, and the cha,mpioh of In- 
fidelity will- fdon be compelled to relin- 
quifti his prefiimptuous hopes of triumph.; 
But we tod ofteh negleft ,to contemplate 
the real agency of a fupernatural power, 
tht fijblime and interefting manifeftation of 
angels and of Gk)d,j with the attention and 
the earneftnefs, which we beftow on fub- 

jeds 
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jeds merely human; the laUies of -idle am- 
bitign, and the fi<9:ions of a bold imagina- 
tion. 

If we apply thefe general obfetyations 
to the particular fiibjed:, which it is my 
inte'ntioii in this Ledlure to difcufs, it 
will be found, that the removal of objec- 
.tions is not the only benefit, which we are- 
capable of deriving from an intimate ac- 
quaintance with facred antiquity. By an 
enlarged knowledge pf the re^l lituatipn of 
the Prophets, we are frequently enabled to 
discover additional teftimonies in favour of 
their divine raiffion. Some of the pre-- 
didlions recorded in the Old Teftament 
are fo inconfiftent with the. motives, which 
uniforrnly adluate mankind, fo oppofitc 
,to thofe, which might naturally be ex- 
pe<3ied from :the.chara<9:er of the perfons, 
who delivered them,. if we cpnfidei; thofe 
perfons as impoftors, and fp utterly irre- 
concileable, upon mere human principles, 
with the fituations in "which, the Prophets 
were placed, that we cannot conceive them 
to have been given to the world,- except 
in obedience to the declared will of its al- 
mighty Ruler. The holy pisn of old 

coxild 
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could not have adopted the jprdphedc tha- 
rader, in order to promote thekt worldly 
interefts, and conciliate the favour of man- 
kind ; becaufe their predidlions, from the 
extraordinary natiire of the fubje€l, were 
often peculiarly calculated to frulferate 
fchemes of'-huftiah policy, aftd to excite 
the ^iifconterft and indignation of the 
■hearers. 

In the fotmer Leftures I haVc confi- 
dered the events foretold as teftwite, cif*- 
cutnftantially delineated, novel, nunierfius, 
e!xa6tly coinciding with the prediftions, 
aii'd in a ' very high degree improbable in 
the ages of the refpecElive Prophets. Oft 
the prefent occafion, it is my intentiofi 
to Ihew, that they were frequently triJ- 
FAVbtJRABLfe, in the higheft degree, to all 
-thofe interefted designs, the pfefecutioh 
of which muft unqueftionably be the firft 
and gfeateft obje6l of Impostors. This 
pofition I hope to illuftrate and eftablilh, 
by a feries of examples, feledled from the 
Volume of divine infpiration. 

The great leader of Ifrad, when he had 
delivered the laws to his countrymen, and 

finilhed 
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finifhed the labours, which he was efpe*. 
cially appointed to accompUlh, predicted, 
that, in a future ^ge, their God woujd raife* 
up among their brethren a Prophet like 
unto himfelf, who would be charged to 
communicate his almighty will, and would 
be entitled to their implicit belief and obe- 
dience, on pain of his moft fevere difplea- 
fure. The Prophecy, accptding to the 
application even of an infpi^ed Apoftle, 
referred immediately to the Meffiah, at 
whofe appearance the authority of Mofesi 
was fuperf^ded, the obligation of his law' 
ceaftd, and all the inhabitants of the globe 
were admitted to an equal participation 
of divine favour, with the chofen defcen- 
dants of Abraham. Now kt it be fup- 
pofed, that Mofes was unconfcious of the 
full' extent of the predid:ion, and let us , 
attend only to the literal ienfe of his 
lyprds, which they muft neceflarily have 
borne at the rnoment of their delivery : we 
fhall furely be obliged to confefs, that 
tl^ough admirably chpfen, upon the fuppo- 
fition of a divine infpiration, as an effec- 
tual prefervative againft the rejed;ion of 
any future meffenger or new covenant, in 
confequence of the prejudices, of the peo- 
ple. 
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pic, yet; eonfidered folely in an human 
point of view, they were moft unfavour- 
able to the caufe, to v^hich the Prophet 
had been entirely devoted, and dire<3;ly op- 
pofite to every known didate of nature 
and policy. ; '^ 

It has been the great objeft of all foun-= 
ders of ft&tes and empires, to give flability^ 
to their inftitutions, by guarding them 
againft the ralhnefs of future innovators. 
For this end, they have generally advanced 
their own authority, as far as it has been 
poffible, above that of their ambitious de- 
fcendants. When, the Spartan lawgiver 
had completely formed his republic, he 
bound the citizens by an- oath to maintain 
its coriftitution inviolate till his return. 
He departied, and never more was feen. 
The pretended Prophet of Arabia declared 
himfelf the final -meflenger of the Al- 
mighty; and thus endeavoured effedlually 
to fecure his religion from the dangerous 
pretenuons of fucceeding impoftors. So 
powerful in general is this ambitious wilh 
among legiflators, that it has prevailed over 
the fafcinating allurements of dominion, 
and fometimes even over the love of Hfe. 

Lycurgus,. 
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LyCiirgus, as I have juft obferved, retired 
to voluntary baniflirnent and folitude ; and, 
^ in confornnity with the fame principle, the 
celebrated founder of the Northern king- 
doms is reprefented in their fabulous hif- 
tories as having plunged the fword into his 
own breaft. 

I 
. ■ . , ■ \ 

From this general principle, the predic- 
tion of Mofes can alone perhaps be ex- 
cepted. The great objed: of his exertions 
had been attained. He had condu(3.ed the 
Ifraelites to the borders of the promifed 
land.' From -the mountains of Pifgah he; 
had Ihewn them the fruitful vales of Pa- 
leftine, in which they were to riqpofe after 
their long and painful wanderings. He was 
venerated by his countrymen as their de- 
liverer from fervitude, as the founder of their 
kingdom, and as the meflenger of -their 
God. His charadler had been fanftioned 
by the moft awful manifeftations of omni- 
potent Power ; and his laws haa been fo- 
lemnly received as the will of Heaven. 
The moment of hii death approached ; and 
he was about to bequeath "his eftablifh- 
menf, as a facred depofit, to the care of 
future gen9rations> Yet, far from hallow- 
ing 
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ing that eftablilhmerit, by iiiiputing an un- 
rivalled fandlity to his owp charadler, or 
commending himfelf to pofterity as the 
ible favourite of the Almighty, he pre- 
diAed the coming of a Prophet, whofe au- 
thority fliould refemble his own. Far from 
pronouncing a ciirfe upon thofe, vvho fhould 
transfer their obedience to another, he even 
forelhewed to them a future chief, whofe 
mandates they would be bound to obey. 
In confequence pf this prediftion, his own 
pre-eminence was diminiflied by the ex- 
pedtation of the future Prophet : and an 
opportunity was afforded to impoftors, 
who might hereafter found their impious 
pretenlions even upon the perverted au- 
thority of his. own prophetic evidence. In 
eyery other inftance, he had carefully pro- 
vided for the fecurity of the laws, which 
he had delivered ; and had branded with 
the infamy of impofture all thofe, who 
fhould prefume to violate that facred frame 
of civil and religious polity, which, with 
iuch vifibleand awful proofs of divine ap- 
probation, he had firmly conftituted among 
his countrymen. 

In this prediiftion alone his condu<ft was 

in 
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in diredl oppt>fition as well to his own ge- - 
neral principles of a(Rion, as to the uniforna 
tenor of example-. 

I am aware that this predidlion has been 
confidere4 by fome interpreters, as expref- 
five "of the fucceffion of Prophets in Ifrael, 
But though it may be fatisfadlorily proved, 
that fuch a meaning was, at leaft, neither 
the fole nor the primary one intended by 
Mofes ; yet, even to thofe, who adopt fuch 
a confined interpretation, the argument, 
which has been urged, will be fcarcely 
lefs- forcible. Under fuch circumftances, it 
iwould have been the policy of a deceiver 
to 'reprefent the fucceeding Prophets as 
fubfervient to himfelf, and as inferior agents ^ 
employed in fiipport of his inflitution. He 
would neither have admitted -them to a 
complete equality, nor denounced tremen- 
dous threats againft thofe, who fhould not 
implicitly hearken to theit voice. 

Of a fimilar nature with the prediAion 
of Mofes, relating to the advent of the 
Meffiah, are the Prophecies of Daniel artd 
of Zechariah refpefting the final deftruc- 
tion of the temple of Jerufalera. The 

N Jews 
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Jews had been knguilhin^ through fe- 
venty years in a diftant captivity : their 
country had lain in defolatidn, and their 
temple in ruins ; while the optilence and 
fplendour, which the fandluary had derived 
from the munificence of former fovereigns, 
had long fmce been transferred' to the tem- 
ples' and palaces of their conquerors. They 
had returned to the rulnS of Sion ; and, by 
the permiffion of, the Perfian monarch, 
were rebuilding the houfa of their God. 
At the commencement of every great un- 
dertaking, it is cuftomary, and perhaps na- 
tural, to indulge the mind with imaginary 
hopes of its future importance and cele- 
brity. When thje foundations of the Ro- 
man capitol were laid, the empire of the 
■world vV'.as promlfed. Upon the prefent oc- 
cafion every encouragement was required. 
The people were few in number, d'eprefled 
and impoverilhed by captivity, and ob- 
ftruded in their pious work, by the mali- 
cious arts of the Samaritans. So humble, 
indeed, was the general expectation re- 
fpefting the new edifice, that amidft the 
fongs and rejoicings, with which the work 
was commenced, the_^tears of regret burft 
inyoluntari^y from the eyes of the aged, at 

the 
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thp recoUcftion of that more glorioHs tem- 
ple, -^hich had formerly been ered:ed by 
an united and profperous nation, which 
had exhaufted the treafures of their two 
moft powerful monarchs, arid to provide 
materials for which w^hole armies had 
been employed amidft the forefts of Le- 
banon. Above ^ll, thd glory of the Divine 
prefence, and other fenfible marks of a fu- 
pernatura! interpofition of the fupreme Be- 
ing, -which had ^imparted an awful "fan6lity 
to the firft building, could not with cer- 
tainty be expelled, and in reality did not 
afterwards appear. 

Thus the returning exiles feemed to re- 
quire every poffible encouragement in the 
profecution of their holy work. Daniel 
vs^as fully fenfible of the nece0it;y of fuch 
encouragement; and in the prayer, which 
he pioufly preferred at the termination of 
the captivity, he ardently petitioned the 
Almighty to look uppn the defolations of 
his people;, to pity, and to forgive; to 
turn away his anger and his fury from his 
city Jeruialem, and frorp his holy moun- 
tain, and to. caufe his face to Ihine upon 
his defolated fanduary. Thefe were the 
r N 2, fenti- 
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fentiments congenial with the lltuation of 
the Jews, and beft calculated to animate 
them in the profecution of their, work. So 
ftrong, indeed, was the rieceffity of Hich 
an encouragement, that the fame divine 
Power, who had fo long difplayed his orn- 
nifcience in the caufe of his chofen Is- 
raelites, again interfered in their favour'; 
^nd made the la{t conimuiiicatiqns of Pro- 
phecy under the Mofaic difpenfatibn, for 
the purpofe of accelerating the completion 
pf his holy temple, 

What then can be conceived more im-: 
probable, and more oppolite to true policy, 
and the common dictates of reafpn, than 
that the deftrudiion of this very temple, and 
of the city, in which it was er?^ed; the.final 
cefTation of the religious rites, with which it 
was to be hallowed ; the triumphant entry 
of a deftrpying enemy, together with a nioft 
liyely and tremendous fcene of complete 
devaftation, flaould be predided, in that par- 
ticular feafqh, in which the pile was about 
tq be ereded ? Yet the predidlion , was ut-. 

» Haggai ii. ^, 9. , See alfo faveral pafTages ii^ tlje writ- 
ings of the three laft of the minor Prophets. ' 

tered jj 
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tered; and it was uttered by men the 
moft interefted in .ptomoting the work-^ ■ 
obfcurely even in Jerufalpm by ^ Zecha- 
riab, who was more efpecially employed to 
overlook and infpirit the , Jews ; and iil 
the cleareft and ncioft forcible terms, In the 
capital pf the empire, by '^ Daniel^ the fa- 
vourite of fucceffive Eaftern monarchs, 
.through whole powerful interceffipn his 
-cpuiitrymen were releafed from captivity, 
-^jldpermitted to recover their ancient city, 
and /eflore their ruined temple. 

The greater part of the Prophecies of 
Daniel, indeed, are, as fingular in the na- 
ture of their fubjed:s, ^sin the exa<Snefs of 
-their agreement with fubfequent events. 
The whole tenor of his predidlions reipe<fl- 
ing the empire and monarchs of Babylon, 
if thqy be minutely explored, will be emi- 
nently illuftrative of the poiition, which 
has been advanced. To convey unpleaf- 
ing truths to royal ears, has been always 
an irkfome and too often a negledled duty. 
The frequent ignorance of fovereigns, even 
upon fubjefts conneded with their deareft 

^ Zechariah xi. i, a, "^ Dariienx. 26, 27. 
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interefts, is a faA of general notoriety. 
The iriftances, wherein a liberal and nianly 
intercourfe has prevailed between the mo- 
narch and his minifters, may be naturally 
cxlpe^ed, and will moft frequently be fourtd 
throughout the weftern portion of the 
■globe ; among kingdoms, where the ^oyal 
authority has been happily blended with a 
ipirit of rational freedom ; and in the ages 
of refinement and fcience, when the' ac- 
tions and fentiments even of the moft Ex- 
alted charatflefs in the community becorrie 
the fubje<fts of an open and candid enquiry. 
But it muft not be exped:ed in the vaft 
empires of the Eaft, where imperial- power 
degerierated into the moft wanton and in- 
exorable defpotifm, and where the obe- 
dience of the ' fubjed: was degraded into 
the moft abje<9: fervitude, and an almoft 
irhpious adoration. To the caprice of ty- 
ranny, to the fury of difappointmeAt/ to 
tlie gloom of mortified authority, or to the 
pangs of jealous apprehenfion, the faithful 
counfeHor might be precipitately f^crificed, 
who poffefled the boldrieis to Unfold, what 
the Ibvereign might be afraid or unwilling 
to hear. Hence we itoay obferve, in the 
annals" of the Eaft, that in the progrefs of 

- plota 
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plots or invafions,,of domeftic confplracies, 
or popular infurredioils, the emperor's were 
in general . long retained in ignorance ; and 
frequently loft their diadems and their 
lives, from the want of faithful aj;id con- 
fidential communications. How little then 
ought we to exped:, that a youthfial' fo- 
reigner, brought in ignominious captivity 
to Babylon from a diftant and unirripor'- 
tant province, fhouid boldly communicate 
the moft unfavourable intelligence to the 
monarch, even at the moment, in which a 
capricious and fanguin^ary decree had gone 
forth, for the utter extermination" of the 
Chaldean magicians and aftrologers ! Flat- 
tering hopes and delufive promifes would 
have been the natural ftibjedls of impof- 
ture on an occafion fo pregnant, with 
danger. Far from adopting this principle 
of worldly policy, Daniel did not even con- 
fine his- folemn communications to ap- 
proaching calamities : lookmg forward into 
diftant futurity, he difclofed the fall of jthe 
Babylonian empire, a fubjed; peculiarly 
ofFenfive to the pride and ambition of the 
monarch, - , 

In purfuing the hiftory of this Prophet, 

' N 4 ,' we 
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w.c difcover during our progrefs tlie fame 
extraordinary charaderiftics in his predic- 
tions. When advanced to the higheft 
iiiate of authority and royal favour, we 
hear hira at one time foretel the degrading 
perfonal humiliation of his imperial pa- 
tron^; at another, in accurate and circum- 
ftantial details, enlarge upon the final ruin 
of the kingdom, vv^hich he governed, and 
"Upon the fame iand profperity of fucceeding 
(empires ^ Thefe are fubjedls, which even 
a. pious man, when infpired by his Maker, 
could fcarcely have entered upon without 
fome de^ce of apprehenfion, and which 
would have been avoided with the moft 
fcrupulous care by an impoftor. Some of 
the early fathers, from a miftaken interpre- 
tation of the holy Scriptures," believed that 
the Antichrift of the Prophets reprefented 
the Roman emperbrs. But, though they 
had teen incenfed by frequent arid- moft 
cruel periecutio'm, and though they cou- 
jagcoufly preferred the bitter fufferings of 
martyrdom to the renunciation of their re- 
ligion ; yet they were unwilling wantonly 
to provoke their imperial perfecutors, by fa 

■* Daniel iv. a^J. ' Daniel vii, 3 — 8. '' 
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fevere aa application of the divine Oracles, 
and in general were filent upon the fub- i 
j-edi. Jofephus, when fae introduced into 
his Antiquities an interpretation of the 
Prophecies of Daniel refpefting the four 
great- empires of the world, was fiIent^upon 
the nature of the fifth, which was deftined 
to rife upon the ruins of thofe, that ihouid 
precede it ; and was reprefented under the 
image of a flone cut out of the mountain 
without hands. Jofephus was proted:ed 
by the Romans ; their kingdom was doomed 
to be broken to' pieces by the ftone ; aiid, 
though even the immediate Infpiration of 
the Deity ^ had revealed the explanation, 
he would not venture to repeat^it^. When 
the Poet and the v Orator were anxious to 
flatter the pride of the Roman citizens, 
they employed the loftieft' conceptions of 
their genius, in afcribing extent . and du- 
rability to the empire. In' the elevated 
language, in which the Eafterti.fovereigns 
wete uniforrtily addrelTed, the boundleis 
extent and eternal duration of their do- 
minion were ufiially feleifled as the faireft 
lubjeds of panegyric and adulation. 

' f Daniel ii. 19. 

-S jofeph. Aiitiq. 1, x. c, x. feft. 4. p, ^jy. 
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Such is the condudl ufually adopted by 
mankind in fituations like thofc in which 
the Jewilh Prophet was placed. But no 
interefted confiderations decided the ac- 
tions of Daniel. His unwelcome predic- 
tions, fo oppofite to the maxims of policy^ 
and to the authority of general example, 
could only have proceeded from the in- 
fluence of divine infpiration, or from the 
wild ebullitions of infanity. The latter 
iuppofition is totally irreconcileable with 
the eftablilhed charafter and dignified fi- 
jtuation of the Prophet. There is a won- 
derful confiflency in the whole hiftory of 
Daniel. It was the feme magnanimity, 
the fame undaunted refolutiott, fuperior to 
the allurements of intereft, and even to 

4. 

the terrors of death, which displayed itfelf 
in the caufe of divine;, truth, when, to 
avoid the. crime of idolatry, he entered the 
lions' den ; and when, in obedience to the 
will of his God, he hazardfed the refent^ 
ment of the greateft monarch of the world. 
■t • 

I cannot refrain from adding one in- 
ftance more, in confirmation of the argu- 
ment from the writings of tte Prophet, 
who has already occupied fo much of our 

atten- 
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attthtioii. After the capture of Babylatl 
by Cyrus, Dainiiel appeats to have 'been re* 
ceived with refped: arid favour by the con- 
queror-. Through his intereft with the new 
Sbvereiignj tbfe captivity Wis terminated, 
ahd his- countrymen were permitted to 
return^ to Jer«fiileiii;i Yet within a v&tf 
fbort'time after the - accSsfEdn of 'Cyrus to 
the throne of B^bylbn, the Prophet fore^ 
told the ruin of his empir©', and the -glory 
of the kingdom which was to be exalted 
by its fall. Such a communication!, at all 
times in the high eft degree iariplealing, at 
%hat pa-rtieular feafon muft have- been pro- 
ductive of real- danger, and was peculiarly 
calculated to fill the mind of the conqueror 
with jfealbuly dnd appreherifidn. Among 
a vahquiihed people, hardly beginning to 
reconcile thertiielves to their new yoke, 
what circumftance would be more likely to 
cherilh an iirifettled temper of mind, and 
to excite commotions and dangerous ex- 
pe<9;ations of a change, than the delivery 
of Prophecies concerning the final' over- 
throw of the empire ? And who. could be 
fo unlikely to utter fiich Prophecies, as the 
principal mjnifter of the vanquiftied mo- 
narch, who was received into the favoui: 

and 



i88 SERMON V. 

and protedion of the conqueror, and whofe 
foifmer celebrity in divination, and exalted 
ftation in the: empife, muft have, conferred 
a dangerous . authority oil tiis fuppofed de- 
velopement of futurity ? No principles of 
human policy, no fuggeflions even of the 
moft ordinary prudence, can poilibly ac- 
count for fiich condud:. It appears to be 
ftrikingly ikmonftratiye of the interposition 
of the high and omnifcienttDiredlor of the 
world,, the God, as he is exprefsly called, of 
Daniel, who^ is the living God, and ftedfaft 
for eVer, whofe kingdom is that | which 
fliall.npt be dellroyed, and whofe dominion 
Ihail be even unto the fend. , j_ 

To the inftances already adduced, may 
be added the ftiU'.,niore ftriking example^ 
exhibited in the predictions lb frequently 
and fully delivered, concerning the rejedlion 
of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles. 
That the time fhould ever arrive, in whi?h 
the efpecial. protedlion of the* Almighty 
would be entirely withdrawn . from his fa- 
voured people, was the moft uriwelcpmp 
intelligence which could be conveyed to 
the ears of a Jew. But that the Gentiles 
Ihould be admitted to the bleffings, which 

would 
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would then be no longer enjoyed by his 
nation, muft have been a cirotiteftance pe- 
culiarly aggravating, and calculated to ex- 
cite his utmofl: indignation and refentment. 
The Jews had, in the earheft periods of 
their hiftory, been feledled as the favoured 
people of God. With' them he had efta- 
bljfhed an efpecial covenant. He .directed 
their temporal affairs, and had inftituted ' 
their facred rites. The annals of their 
nation were ennobled and fandtified, as it 
were, by innumerable, inftances of his won- 
derful a6ls of omnipotence. The plains of 
Paleftine had frequently been vifited by his 
heavenly meffengers ; and^ all the fcenes, 
which -^were there prefented to the view, 
had been confecrated by vifions and by 
miracles. This continued experience of 
the indulgence of Heaven to their tribes 
had a pernicious influence on the dilpolition 
pf the people. They were induced to con- 
fidei: themfelves as exalted above the other 
inhabitants of the ear|:h, and became proud, 
felfiih, and contemptuous. Their higheft 
hopes and warmefl feelings of glory arofe 
from' this exclufive: claim to the Divine 
favour; and, in eonfequence of this pleafmg 
expectation, they contemplated the future 
, ' ' * celebrity 
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celebrity of tji^ir tribes, with fonder par- 
"ti^lity, perijaps,.a,n4 a more ardent enthu- 
-ilafm, than has ever been, indulged by 
hfroes or patriot^, in the fanguine anticipa- 
tion of their favourite fchena.e? of fa^e and 
empire. 

Their abhorrence of other nations was 
proportioned to their bigotted attachment 
to their own. This averiion was height- 
:ened, and in fome degree even fandlloned, 
by peculiar circumftances, neceffarily ariiing 
from the general nature of their religious 
ceconomy. The fyftem of entire feparation, 
which had beien commanded by Heaven, 
while it eventually gave birth to the arro- 
gant feelings of a fancied fuperiority, filled 
them alfb with contempt for the neglefted 
votaries of Polytheifm. 

To a people infpired with thefe fenti- 
ments, no fubjeft can be conceived more . 
ungrateful, than the affurance of their own 
reje6lion from the Divine favour, and of 
the adoption of Heathen idolaters. A fcene 
of things entirely the reverfe, the final 
depreffion -of Infidels, and the triumphant 
exaltation of Judea, would have been the 

riatural 



S E R M O N V. 191 

natural theme of impoffcors. It is difficult 
to fuppofe that a Jew, in the ages of the 
Prophets, unaided by Divine infpiratiofi, 
could have brought his imagination to con- 
ceive as poffible the preftnt aflonifhing fi- 
tuation of the jewilh and Chriftian world. 
But it is abfolutely incredible, that a de- 
ceiver, even if he had admitted the fituation 
to be probable, would have fele<9:ed it as the 
lubjecft of his deluiive Oracles. Yet the 
Prophets not only conceived the Jjoffibility 
of the change, but in the ftrongeft and 
moft precife terms repeatedly foretold, it. 
And fome of the loftieft conceptions, which 
have ever animated the human mind, were 
employed in giving weight and energy to 
the unwelcome aflurance. 

The^'partlcular time fixed for the accom- 
plifhment of thefe extraordinary Prophe- 
cies was as hofiile to the preconceived 
opinions of the Jews, as the humiliating 
event fo eXpre/sly foretold.' ,,The advent 
of the Meffiah was the aera, to which they 
looked forward with pride and joyful ex- 
pedlation. All their national inftitutions 
feemed to theni to be formed with a view 
to the appearance of this exalted perfonage- 

' - This 



ic>i S E K M a N V, 

This expeiSation was their i pride in pco- 
iperity, and their confolation in defeat ; 
and at one period of their hiftory it pre- 
, -ferved their national fpirit, and perhaps 
their very exiftence as a people, during the 
defolation of their native territory, and the 
ignominious captivity of its inhabitants. 
Their own erroneous interpretations of 
Prophecy had jnflarhed their imaginations 
with the moft romantic hopes of triumph 
and celebrity. Glowing with the fond 
conception, they ardently defired to fee the 
falvation of Ifrael, and acknowledge their 
deftined Deliverer ; ^nd they had filled the 
whole world with the anticipated fame of 
the extraordinary Pcrfonage. Yet this lig* 
nal asra was fixed by their Prophets for 
their lofs of the partial protedlion of Hea- 
ven, and for the re-admiffion of Heathen ' 
nations to the Divine favour. Where are 
the principles of humane policy, which can 
reafonably account for the predidlion ? No 
parallel, or. even diftant refemblance, can 
be difcovered among the effufions pf the 
Heathen Oracles. It was never declared 
to the Romans by their Sibyls, that,, in the 
completion of their moil ardent wifhes, 
^Vtd the accoinplifhment of their lofty 
f fchenrie. 
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fciieme of umYq;fal dominion, they would 
find only their ruin and their ,-lha.me. When 
t:he enterprifing Macedonian prefented him- 
fe]f at the cave of the Prieftefs, he was not 
informed that, -by a -final decree of the 
gods, his, glory, , when it , Ihould - arrive at 
its height, and the time of enjoyrnent ap- 
proach, would be -terminated by a prema- 
ture death, air^d that his empire would be 
violently difmerob^red almpft at the mo- 
Wient of its birth.\ To divine ;infpirationi 
alone, then, can it be afcnbed, that the 
-foreiknowledge of a ftate of human affairs 
fa peculiarly ungrateful was manifefted by 
the jewifh. 'Prophets j.^nd that the parti- 
c\ilar feafon was marked for its commence- 
ment, the choice of which was , dire<Stly 
adverfe to the accomplilhment pf all thole 
interefted defigns, which can induce an 
inapoftor to affume the prophetic office. 

Many pf the chara^efiftics, which the 
jewilh Prophets affigned to their expefted 
Me{i[ia,h,tare equally inexplicable, unlefs we 
alibw; them to have Ippeii atftually in^ired 
by God. They dwelt with peculiar dif- 
tindlnefs upon his rejedion by his country- 
taen> his humiliation, his fuffejings^ and 

b his 
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lii^' ignominious death. THe earneft er- 
jJei^a^'ons of ah' extraordinary pferfoiiage, asr 
Jr haVb already obferved,' Had' pfeV^Ietf 
^ong the'' Jews through eV^fy ^ibd of 
their hiftory. They Had fir6d' thei/ imi- 
^hation' v/ith fhe rrioffi roifctaritic hopes of a 
ternporal f6vereign, who Would exaK their 
nation by fhe' Iplendbur of his triumphs, 
iiid the exteji^ of Hi's dbminiori, and untfer 
^ivhofe tdniifers the idolatrous Icingdoms of 
thfe eaV'tk'w'biiW' bbw db\vn^ before their 
Viifloribus tribes. 

^fow' had the expeiftation-br futh\a'^^- 
lif'efer diriginat'ed in uncertain traditibri, 
and been' pj^dferfe^ merely by national pre- 
judice ; and 'riad' the Rrbjhetsi availing 
theriiT^lves'of tie delufibn, employed if'as^ 
arf iiiftriditterit in' itilpofm^r -upbir popiilar 
credulity, fhfey -vVbiild' fifreiy hia9e Iitnite4' 
their prediiSions to flich circumftances re- 
fpefting^ him, as ^ would be attended with 
l^lett'doiir akid glory. Yet they adopted iib 
fuch' limitation, but fpolie' as fully of the 
lefs fpiendid- parts of his cliarafter, his' 
abafemeiit, afflidions, anrf ignqminiou^ 
death, as of th^' divine e^cellfehbies With^ 
which he' was vifibl/ adoriiedV and of Hits 

exaItatioi> 



SERMON V. 195 

/ 

ctdlta'tiori and final triumph over hell and 
the ^ave. 

I ventured to aflert, in the beginning 
of this Difcourfe,' that the fubjedls of many 
important 'jiredicftions could not, except 
upon the prefumption df Divine Revelation, 
be reconciled with the fituation of the 
Prophets, by whom they wfere delivered. 
The examples, which have been adduced, 
are' abundantly flifHcient to confirm this 
pofition; and, though I have expatiated 
but upon few, a variety might be added 
from th? facred Volume, in which' they 
tiniverfally abound. - 

Though the impious pretenders to in- 
fpiration in Ifrael and Judah were con- 
ftantly uttering the moft grateful but de- 
llifive oracles; and though the ignorant 
and vicious multitude; were repeatedly fo- 
liciting the Prophets of God not to pro- 
pheiy tight things, but to fpeak finooth 
things, and prophefy deceit ; yet thofe 
holy men, in a mahly fpirit of firmnefs and 
integrity, regardlefs of the nature of the 
fredi<3:ibns, repeated widi fideUty whatever 
" o 2i was 
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Was revealed by the Divine Inlpirer ; and, 
fo generally wnfavourablfe were the com- 
rnunications which they m^de, that ,they 
were fubjedled thereby, through the long 
Gourf^ of their faicred miniftry, to the 
GOnftant reproach and refentment both of- 
the princes and the pdople. 

-Was it the policy of an impoflor, to 
appear, like the man of God, before the 
altar at Bethel, and expofe hl§ life to the 
rage of the fufpicious Jeroboam ? 

Was it the policy of an impoftor, to 
declare in the name of Heaven, like Elijah, 
in confequence of an injury offered to a 
private individual, the trenaendous punifli- 
ment of the immpral and impious family 
of Ahab, who had'pdlluted them felves' with 
blood in the profecution of their unjuft 
defigns ? 

Was it the |)ollcy of an impoflor, when 
two powerful monarchs were marching fprth 
at thehead of a formidable army, and all the 
numerous priefts of Aftarte Jiad gratified 
them with promifes of fuccefs and glory, 
,! • like 
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like Micaiah, alone to predidl misfortune 
and defeat, at the hazard of imprifonment, 
and even of death. 

A deceiver would not, like Elijah, have 
foretold the approaching death of an im- 
pious l^ing; nor, like Jeremiah, have pre- 
dided the captivity and alSlidions of his 
fovereign; efpecially at a moment when 
be had incurred the perilous liifpicion of 
favouring the caufe of the enemy. 

A deceiver would not, like TNathan, 
have denounced a heavy judgment for a 
fingle crime, though even of the deepeft 
die, agalrift one of the moft moral and 
pious, as well a^^the moft proiperous and 
highly favoured, of all the kings of J^udah. 

A deceiver would not, like Ifalah, have 
fqrelhewn to the good and pious Hezekiah 
the approaching ruin of his kingdom, on 
account of the apparently trifling offence, 
of oftehtatioufly expoiing his treafufes to 
the view of the Babylonian meffengers. 

What but the over- ruling lpiri;t of God 

could have guided the Prophet- of Moab, 

03 " when, 
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when, difregarding the, mpft fplendid al- 
lurempnts, in oppofition to the interefts of 
his nation, to his own arjdent wilhe§, and 
to the repeated and peremptory commands 
of his fovereign, he foretpld in the qleareft, 
fulleft, .and moil eloquent terms, the pro- 
sperity and fame pf the unknown and 
hoftile armies of Ifrael } 

What but the aggncy of a fuperior 
Power could have induced the Prophets to 
urge the inefficacy of cererponial rites, and 
even to fix ;t:he period pf th&ir fineil abpUtion, 
though at the fapaf Jtinie they ftrenuoufly 
exerted their divine authority, to retain 
their countrynnen in a faithful ob.feryanc? 
of the Mofaic la\y, and -perpetually repr,p- 
-fented it both as the aiift and command of 
their God ? 

Ifaiah prediftec^vthe reftoratipn of gj?- 
nuine piety in Egypt, and the eilablii)i- 
ment of an intimate reli^ip\;i^ connection 
^etween t^iat; country and Judea. No^y, 
whether we confider the Prophecy as de- 
feribing the temporary prevalence of Ju- 
daifm up,der the favour .of one qf the later 
Ptolemies, of fi^e conyergon of th^e Egyptian. 

people 
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people ip Chriftianity in f fubfequpnt 9ge, 
it cannot he^ fat^isfa^oriLy acco,u^te;d for 
upon any pf the ordinary motives W,h,iqh 
influence, ma,nkind. All the Prophets anxi- 
oujQy laboi^red to iqffib<9: a ;cqnjtin,uaQqe qf 
the entire .feiparation, which ilibi^ed .be- 
tween the two countries ; while Ifa,^ah in 
particular exerted the utmoft force of his 
divine eloquence in diifuading his .co;i;intry- 
njenJfrom ^^epofing confidence in the jEgyp- 
tians; and, in profecution df this dqfign, 
they repeatedly deli^eatei^, ip. the moil 
flxiking colours, the heavy calamities, to 
whjclj that devoted nation was dqonned. 

When Cyrus entered Babylon, the Jew- 
ifli Prophecies wefe fub|mitted to his in- 
fpedion. Iij thejpi, the; Lord, 1^ God of 
JjGta^el, is reprefented' as forming ,t|ie light, 
and creating darkriefs. Now Light and 
Ipark^riefs were the .two prefiding deities in 
tjbe magian fuperfl;itio% in which Cyrus 
h.a4 been ,educa,ted. If, therefore,, the Pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah were not really the R,e- 
yelations of Heaven delivered in a prece,d- 
ip.g age, l?^t forgeries executed at .the n^q7 
ip3,e;9jt ^or purpofes pf idpceptipn, i,s it |jn tl;ie 
lii^hteft dpgree prpbal^le, .t}iat fuch a de- 
04 fcription 
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fcriptidn of the Almighty would have been 
invented for the fake of conciliating the 
favour of the conqueror, as was in me 
highefl: degree likely to prodxice an oppo- 
fite efffe^, to provoke his indignation, and 
to render hirn, eyeti upon"" religious princi" 
pies, hoftile to the caufe of the Jew?? 

When the time of the crvicifixion ap- 
proached, and the difciples of our Sa- 
viour were about to be difheartened and 
perplexed by the apparent ruin of theif 
caufe,; in the ftrongeft arid moft im pref- 
ix ve manner he prophetically delineated 
their approaching perfecutioris. He repre- 
fented to them, that they weire deftined to 
the moft heavy calamities, which human, 
nature can endure ; not only to prifbns, to 
ftripes,' and to death, but to the general 
hatred of niankind, to the apoftafy and 
treachery of their friends, and, whaty is 
perhaps the gfeateft of all human trials, 
even tO/ a general fpirit of indifferenCe> 
among their brethren, refpeQ!ing their com-r 
mon caufe. Surely the fpirit of truth, and 
a certain prefcience of the efficacy of the 
divine affiftance, with which he iritended 
to fupport them, could alone have prompted 

him 
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him to malce fuch an unwelcome repfe- 
fentation, at a' moment, when every en- 
couragement was required. An impoftotjt 
in commending a pretended revelation to 
the zeal of his deluded followe/s, would 
have endeavoured to fire thek imaginations 
by ejcpatiatihg upon its final triumph, and 
■delineating in the brighteft colours fcenes 
of permanent profperity and iplendour : " 
while the intermediate difficulties, to which 
its propagation might appfear to be fubje^> ^ 
would have been either entirely omitted, or 
reprefented in the weakeft and moft general 
terms, as unworthy of the ferious confi- 
deration of fincere and able fiipporters. 

Though we are unable, in thefe numer- 
ous infiances, to reconcile the fiibjedls of 
the predictions with any motives of human 
artifice ; yet,"fif we admit the Prophets to 
have been commiffioned by the Lord, the 
God of Heaven, their communications will 
appear perfedlly confonant with that high 
and holy charafter. They conftantly de- 
clared therrifelves to be the meffengers of 
the Moft High ; and it is absolutely in- 
credible, that they would have uttered 
fuch extraordinary Prophecies, as thofe, 

which 
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yyhici^; they frequently delivejed, if his^I^ 
yixi^e Spirit hfd not really over-ruled an^ 
guided thpir wills. When jqnr SanOjUr 
condefcended to anfwei' the accufatiojn qf 
the Pharifcfis, >vho afcrib,ed his piiraples, to 
a denioniacal agency, he overthreyv tp^ 
|)lafphern,ous objedtion, by ;^yi?iflg ,,|hjP , ut- 
ter inconfiflency of the pure .and holy dQC7 
' tripe, for thcj eftablilhment of whiqh ^is 
^pernatural worlcs were wrought, witj^ 
th,e pqrnicipus principles, Ayhich a JDemop. 
jiiuft neceffarily labour to inculcate. I^ 
like manner, we may reply with boldnefs 
to the modern Infidel, who arrogantly pro- 
nounces all Prophecy to be thp offspring of 
deception, that the fubjedls of many of 
the i^qred Grades were totally ij-rpconcile- 
^^le Wjith the purpofe of a deceiver. If 
the fuppofition of their impofture Jie ad- 
mitted, they ir\evitably tend^ to alienate 
the affeftions of the hearers, ^nd to injure 
the caufe, which they were iritended to 
fupport. " My thoughts are i^ot yqur 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," 
faid the Lord jp,f hpft^ to his chofen peo^ 
pie of old. Mipift ftrikiugly is this f^blimQ 
fentiment illuflrated in th^ peculiar nature 
of raapy of the fubje^s fele<9;ed by ^he an- 
cient 
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cient Prophets. Far removed from the 
,ways and thoughts o£ man, from the con- 
trafted views of human policy, and from 
the petty artifices of impdfture, they ex- 
hibit this clear and forcible evidence, that 
they originated in the counfels of the Al- 
mighty, and were delivered in obedience 
to his revealed will. 
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ACTS XV* i 8. 

KNOWN tJNTO GOD ARE ALL HIS WORKS 
PROMTHE BEGINNING OP THE WORLD. , , 

± O judge of the truth of Revelation by 
the dogmas, which the pride of human 
reafon invents i to aiTuftie arbitrary princi- 
ples, and to reject or admit the narrations, 1" 
the dodlrines, and the evidences contained 
in the facred Writings, as they are found 
to bfe more or lefs confiftent with thofe 
principles, is a practice at once arrogant, 
and dangerous in the extreme. We thereby 
endeavour to fet bounds to the a^ls of 
the Almighty, to reduce the high powers 
of Divine wifdom to a devel with the con- 
tra^Sed intelled: of man, to controul and 
/ give 
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give laws to Omnipotence, It is not fur- 
priiing, that a pradlice fo contrary to the 
natural dictates of reafori fliould be the pa- 
rent of Scipticiftfi ^Hd rnfidelity.' The phi- 
lofopher prelumptuoufly determines, what 
the condudt and the dodtrines of his Maker 
ought to be ; and if the condu<ft and the 
dodtrines, recorded" in the tolume of Reve- 
lation, do not coincide with his precon- 
ceived opinion, even though they be fanc- 
tioned by preternatural tdftimonies, which 
he cannot fairly dilprove, he rejedls them 
as urireafoitable and unworthy of belief. 
This pernicious error will be found, upon 
examination^ to, be , one chief c'aufe of the 
increaied, pre'varence of Deifm. It is thd 
ilohe, bri which the pretended philofo- 
phers of tne prefent age have fatally ftum- 
bled. 

TKbugh there are fii-ft plririciples, from 
which we may venture, without prefiimp-' 
tion, to believe that the Almighty will tibt 
deviate ; yet they are few and fiifipie : and 
"whenever he appears to depart from any" 
one of them, it becorhes us not, on that 
account, arrogantly to reject his revela- 
tion: we ought rather, vvith earneftneis 

and 
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an(3i humllily', to feek the caiife of the de- 
viation in the exercife of fome other, of 
His' divine attributes, in coriformltj with 
which, in tlie ihftancp under conlideration, 
from the peculiar circumflrances of th^ 
cafe, Ke in his" wifdom ikkj have adled. 

Let it not be fiippoled, that I ,wlf1i to 
exclude the exercife of reafon on the fiib- 
je6l of revelation. Far otherwife. It is 
the principal char'adleriftic of Chriftianity, 
tKe mark by whicli it is peculiarly diftin- 
guiim'ed from all other religions, that it 
futmits its pfeeep;ts and evidences to^ the* 
cool' and impartial judgmfent of mankind. 
Some of its dotSrines are above, but none 
are' contrary to reafon. , It is the abuie and 
not the ufe of this faculty, which is con- 
demfied. The Ghfiftjan teacher fo,licits his 
hearerstp decide in favour of the Gofpel, 
by the dilates of their fober judgment.. 
The more accurately the feveral par^s of 
our Religion- Ihall be examined, withi a lin- 
eere defire of acquiring a knov^Iedge of the 
truth, the more clearly will the admirable 
propriety and excellence of the whole be 
difcerried. 



In 
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Iri any great worle, the fitnefs of a ya- 
rlety of important parts is an indupitatle^ 
evidence of defign. The jufihefs and mu— 
tidal connexion of the feveral mernters of 
the 'univerfe a,re vifible" teftin^dnies of an, 
all- wife arid omnipotent Creator. ' When 
Galen had examined with accuracy the 
formation, of the human frame, ftruck with 
the adrriirable propriety and mutud agree- 
ment of air its members, he acknowledged 
it to be at once the work and the proof of 
a God. In the fame manner, from the fu^t- 
ablenefs of the .different parts of the great 
fcheme of Prophecy, we may reafonably' 
infer the neceffity of an inlpiring arid over- 
ruling Mind. 

By cafting our eye over the facred pages, 
and bringing within our view the mbit 
ftr iking circumllances, .illuftrative of, this: 
obfervation, we fhall be fupplied with a 
forcible argument in fupport of the infpi-, 
ration of the PropKets. 

In profecuting this enquiry, we ttiuft 

not allow ourfeives prefiimptnoufly to ' af- 

fume arbitrary principles. We muft bear 

continually in our recoUeftioli what was 

/ the 
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-the real intention of Prophecy, as that in- 
tention has been gracioufly communicated 
to ns in the facred Writings. We ought 
then to examine whether a consistency 
can he difcovered in thp feveral parts. And 
finally, with, diligence and impartiahty, 
we Ihould endeavour to determine, whe- 
ther fvich a confiftency is not a vifible proof 
of DESIGN ; and whether it ,is either rea- 
fonable, or even poflible, to fuppofe, tjhat 
it could really have been attained, unlefs 
the extraordinary perfons, by whom the 
fcheme was gradually .unfolded, had beeii 
affifted by a divine Infpirer. 

, In my former Difcourfes I have been 
chiefly employed in examining the moft 
ftriking charatSeriftics of feveral particular 
prediiSions : let us now dired; our enquiries 
by mo're comprehenfive principles, and con- 
fider the general fyftem of Prophecy at 
large. 

In approaching to this difcuffion, we 
niuft call to our remembrance the deiign 
of the Almighty, in raifmg up his holy 
Prophets. In the early ages of the world, 
he eftabiilhed a double covenant with his 

p chofefi 
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cliofen people; the one temporal^ and con- 
fined tothemfelves; the other fpiritual, and 
extended to all mankind. By the firft he 
promifed a particular interference, during, a 
confiderable period of time, in the qfFairs 
of the Ifraelites : by the, fecond, a general 
redemption of the whole human race. In 
conformity with thefe promifes, the Pro- 
phets were commiflioned to preferve^ among 
the Jews a full convidtion of the, more im- 
mediate interpofition of God in their pre- 
fent government; and alfo to excite in 
their minds an earneft expe^tionc of the 
future Deliverer, and prepare the way for 
his coming. Thefe were the general du- 
ties" of their miniftry, the great outlines of 
their tiigh commiffipn. < ,- 

In th^ propoied examination of the con- 
fiftency, vvhich diftinguifhes the writings 
of the. Prophets, it is ray intention to con- 
-fider, firft, the- circumftances connefted 
with the complex nature of the prophetic 
office, and ^afterwards thofe,- which referred, 
iblely to the benetolent redemption, which 
was ultimately intended. , 

When we refled upon the tvt^ofold na- 
ture 
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iure of the prophetic office, we may rea- 
fonably imagine, that the fpirit of Pro- 
phecy would be difplaye^' with uncommon 
lufl^re in thofe periods of the Jewifti hif- 
toryi in which the people were more 
ftrongly tempted to forego the expectation 
of the future Deliverer, and, renouncing, 
the worfliip of Jehovah, to bow before the 
altars of the Heathen gods. 

The peruf^l of the facred .Writings will 
confirm thrs re,aforiable prefumption. 

^ Even in the ages, which preceded the 
eftablilhment of the Mofaic law, the be- 
nevolent Creator appears to have provided 
for his creatures, by ,thefe exprefs means, 
the aid mor^ immediately required by 
the preffure of circumfiiariGes at particular 
times. 

When man had incutred by fin the for- 
feiture of his blifsful condition, and was 
'doomed to forrows and to deaths the pro- 
mife of future reftoration was peculiarly re- 
quired, to alleviate the feverity of the fen- 
tence, to banifh the fataleffeds of defpair, 
and to maintain religion in the world. In 
, ' ' ' p '3 that . 
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that melancholy hour it was gracioufly im- 
parted. 

At the time of the deluge, and through 
the firft of the fiicceeding ages, no fpiritual 
proniife was renewed ; the viflble interpo- 
iition of God in that awful miracle hav- 
ing neceffarily made a deep impreffion 
upon the minds of the few furvivors, and 
of their immediate defcendants. 

When mankind again multiplied, and 
the holy Patriarchs were furrounded by a 
corrupt and idolatrous world, they were fe- 
cured, from the contagion by the aflurances 
of Prophecy, ai^d the promife of an univerlal 
bleffing to mankind through their feed. 

When their defcendants were about to 
be opprefied in a ftrange land, and to be 
allured by uriiverfal example to the wor- 
Ihip of the Egyptian idols, not only the 
precife period of their fufferings was pre- 
dufted, and the future glories of their tribes 
foreihewn, but, though in obfcure terms, 
the coming of Shiloh was gracioufly pro- 
mifed, and the blefling was affured to Ju- 
dah. On the other hand, during the theo- 
cracy. 
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cracy, between the times of IVfofes and of 
the eftabUfhment of the royal amthority, 
when the power of Omnipotence was fuf- 
ficiently manifefted by figns and mighty 
wonders, and by a frequent difplay of Pro- 
phecy upon temporal fubje<fts as an inftru<- 
nient- of divine government ; during that 
wonderful period hardly any intimation 
was given of the exalted Perfonage, in 
whom all the Nations of the earth were 
ultimately to-be bleffed. 

The 'fidelity of David was rewarded by 
a plainer and fuller comttiunication of the 
Divine purpdfe tQfpe<fting the future. Re- 
• deemer. Soon after his times, when the 
days of vengeance were at hand, when the 
arm of the Almighty was terribly ftretchled 
forth, and the people, expofed to his dread- 
ful refentment, were trembling before an 
irrefiftibie enemy, or languiftiing in diftant - 
captivity ; and when, overpowered by fuch 
tremendous calamities, they were in danger 
of being tempted to renounce the God, by 
whom they were apparently forfaken, and 
to fly for fuccour to theidols, by whom they 
feemed to be fubdued ; then the prophetic 
power was more particularly exerted to re- 
p 3 anirnate. 
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animate their confidence and reftore theji" 
hope, to convincd theni that the Almighty 
was ftill their protedlor, and that they wer^ 
fufFering not from the prevailing afceridancy 
of any other God, but under , the jufl indig- 
nation of thejr own. The ages of adve'r- 
fity were more particularly the ages of Pro-? 
phecy. Irx fuch feaibns, not only the teniT- 
poral fufferings of the Ifraeliteswere accu- 
rately and fully foretold, but the picture of 
the Meffiah and of his kingdom was drawn 
with an aftonilhlng degree of minutenels, 
fpirit, and fplendoiir. Thys the predic- 
tions of Ifaiah, of Jeremiah, of Ezekiel, 
and of Daniel, were delivered in feafons 
of apprelifenfion, difmay, and. defolation, 
amidft the impotence of defeat, and the 
angulfh and defponderice pf lengthened 
captivity. ' / ' 

This fubordinate defign of th^ holy Spi- 
rit, ib manifeft through the long courfe of 
Pivine infpiratida, difplayed itfelf i;n a-moft 
ftriking inknner, in one fignal rnftance, at 
the; clofe pf Jeyvilh Prophecy, The inha- 
bita,nts of Judah had returned from cap- 
tivity in poverty and weaknefs : reftoring 
^li^ir 'ruined temple, they were d^fpirited 

and 
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and difcouraged by tbe manifeft inferiority 
of tbe new building to the former pile, tbe 
magnificent work of Solomon. At tbis 
feafon of defpoiidence, the promifo-.of the 
Meffiah was gracioafly renewed; and a 
nii^bty addition of dignity was afforded 
to the rifing temple, by an anticipation, of 
the fplendour and folemnity, which it 
fliould derive, in a future age, from ^ the 
prefence of the l>le{fed Son of God. 

Even tbe fufpenfionof Prophecy dupng 
the long period, which inter'vened between 
Majachi and the Baptift, affords a flrong 
confirmation of the principle, which has 
been advanced. The Jewifh' charadter, in 
one moil important point, had undergone, 
during the captivity in Babylon, a total 
alteration. The ardour for Idolatry and 
for the forbidden rites of Polytheilm, wbicb 
had been the,caufe, through .many preced- 
ing generations, of fo much guilt and woe, 
was entirely extinguilhed. ,From that Sig- 
nal sera the Jews perfevered in a firm, 
though fbmetimes miftakeri, Attachment to 
the- precepts and ritual of the law. As- 
they were, therefore^ no longer in danger' 
of appftafy, there was no farther neceffity- 
, p 4 pf 
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of invigotatiHg their confidence and re- 
animating their piety, by occafional re- 
newals of the divine proniife; - In con- 
formity with this unpretedented fituation 
of the Jews, we find; that the fpirit of 
Prophecy cea,fed, and was never after exer- 
dfed in aid of the Mofaic polity. 

From this fliort review of the prophetic 
hiftory, it is evident, that th'efe gracious com- 
munications were more efpecially imparted 
at particular fe^fons, according to a fixed 
principle for the attainment of a particular 
end. To the unprejudiced enquirer it muft 
appear morally impoffible, that, in a variety 
of predid:i6ns, delivered through a long 
period of time, fuch an intention could be 
made fo clearly, and ftrofigly to appear, if 
the predidions had been enthufiaftically 
and incoherently uttered-, and no defigri 
whatever had been intended. Chance could 
not have produced fo certain an indication 
of iyftem. 

But though -the expedation of a Mef- 
fiah, the conftant theme of the divine pre-^, 
didlions, muft, vvhen fully excited, have 
bepn peculiarly calculated to preferve a 

people^, 
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people, even, under the mofl: calamitous 
diftreffes, in a faithful adherence tb the fu- 
prbme Being, from whom the promifed 
bleflings were to flow ; yet the fimplp aflur- 
ance of thefe bleflings, when unattended 
with any vifible proof of a divine iriterpo- 
fition, vvould. not have been capable of 
completely producing the deiired effeft. 
Proniifes of fo extraordinary a kind ought 
to be accompanied by circumfliances, which 
may imprefs the mind with aftomfliment, 
and produce a rational conviction of the 
certainty of their accomplifhmenti Now 
the miraculous powers, which were pre- 
fented to the view of the Ifraelites, were 
adapted, beyond any other means which 
the human imagination can devife, to fanc- 
tion the predidions of the Prophets,: and 
to keep alive among the people a firm 
expe<9tatiori of the promifed bleffing. Iii 
the later period of the Jewifli hifl;ory, the 
repeated accompliflimejnts of former pre- 
didlions, in all the mofl: important and 
many of the moft minute events, which 
pecurred in their refpeclive ages, became 
an additional and no leis deciflve tefti- 
mony to the truth of divine infpiration. 
The Prophecy fulfilled, as well as the Mi- 
' " , - f acle 
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saclt:: performed, was a pledge and eamcft 
of the future completion • of the mighty 
promife, which was the ultimate end and 
defign of all Revelation;. ' 

In perufing the facred Volume, we ndt 
:only behold the authority of Prophecy fup^ 
ported by the peculiar nature of the dif- 
ferent means adopted by the Prophets, but 
we behold theie means each more, particu- 
larly employed in that period ,pf the hiftory, 
ill which it was iingularly^ beneficial and 
appropriate. . ? > ; . 

In the infant ftate of.the world, in which 
P/ophecy could not yet have acquired that 
high degree , of authority which is obtained 
by the fi;equ,eht accomplifhment of former 
predi(5,ionsy rrriracles were moft frequently 
employed. When tke Children of Ifrael^ 
departing from Egypt, were encouraged, 
in their revolt againft a foreign tyrant, and 
during their painful and dangerous pi;ogrefs 
through the wildernefs, by the fplendid and 
repeated promifes of divirie Revelation, 
then, the neceffity of their implicit reliance 
upon.thefe promifes being' more immedi-. 
ately urgent, a long feries of miracles, was' 

ex- 



jSERjyiON VI. 219 

(pxhil^jted, the moft ftupendous, which the 
human imagination can cpnceive. 

When, in a later age^ the calamities of 

the Ifraelites were rnultiplied, and even 

their utter extindion fometimes appeared 

tp be approaching, extraordinary Prophets 

were more frequently raifed up ■ who, for 

■the purpofe of upholding the faith of the 

people, were cornmiffioned to defcribe in 

fuller, rnore diftind:, and more glpwing 

terms,; the charadler of the. Meffiah, and 

the future glories of his kingdom. But, 

as the divine government had been carried 

on, through a long fucceffion of years, 

chiefly by the agency of Prophets i and 

as almoft every; event whiph took place 

"vvas the accomplilhment of- a /former pre- 

didlion, miracles were no longeif npceflary 

for the, "purpofe of confirming the promlfes 

of the Prophets, and eftablilhing the faiths 

of the hearers. Accordingly few miracles. 

appear to have been performed*. Though 

evejits the mpft momentous occurred ; 

though the city and temple ofjerufalem 

were deftroyed, and the Jews were carried 

into diilant captivity, and after long exile 

Returned tq their aticient l^ndj yet no won-, 

derful 
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derful a6ls of Omnipotence were exerted 
in their behalf: neither was the ftream 
commanded to flow from the dry and 
barren rock, nor were the waters of the 
Euphrates divided. 

But though fuch frequent advantages 
were derived frohn the communications 
of the Prophets to the generations, to which 
they were refpetSively addrefled ; yet to 
deliver thofe communicatio;ns in diftintEl 
and completely intelligible terms, was nei- 
ther neceflary for the important purpofe of 
which I have been fpeaking, nor confiftent 
with the peculiar nature of the lyftem, 
under which the Prophets and their hearers 
lived. Sohie of the moft ftubborii diffi- 
culties, which appear to perplex the argu- ^ 
ment from Prophecy, and which the In- 
fidel exaggerates vvith pride and exultation, 
are not only capable of a fatisfacSory fo- 
lution, but may even reafonably be expedled 
from this twofold nature of the Prophetic 
oeconomy. Of this kind is the obfcurity, 
in which the predi(ftions are frequently in- 
volved. In affigning the caufe of this ob- 
fcurity, it; is not fufficient that we Ihould 
expatiate upon the freedom of human, 

agency. 
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agency, by which alone mar\y of the pre- 
di<3:i6ns were to receive their accomplifh- 
ment, atid which would have been fatally 
interrupted by a clear difcovery of future, 
events. It muft be prefumed, that fuch 
an obfcurity Would neceflarily be admitted 
by men, or rather by the Holy Spirit in 
the inspiration of men, who were the 
miniilers of a twofold difpenfatlon, who/ 
were employed at once to maintain the 
honour of one oecbnbmy, and to prepare 
the way for another ; and with whom, 
confequently, it muft have been a ruling 
principle of aftioii, not to weaken the, au- 
thority of that which was prefent, by too 
clear and fplendid a difplay of the fuperior 
excellence of that which was t6 come, A 
confiderable degree of ,obfcurity, therefore, 
appears to be naturally connetled with fuch 
a fcheme of Prophecy; and. in moft of the 
predidlions it will be found. They were 
admirably calculated to give ' exercife to 
faith, and encouragement to hope : but 
they were not Efficiently luminous to, ali- 
enate affedion from the prevailing fyftem, 
to excite impatience, or to nourilh difeon- 
tent. 

The 
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-1' The means employed' for tlie purpofd 
of veiling froni |the Jews a part of the pro- 
phetic fcheme of Chriftianityj appear to 
have been admirably fuited to the occafion, 
upon which they . were ufed, and to the 
peculiar nature of the adminiftratibn, of 
which the Prophets formed apart. The 
double meanings, which many of the pre-* 
didlions convey, naturally refiilt from this 
double office of the Prophets. Emplpyed 
upon two difpenfations, it might naturally b6 
fuppofedr^ that they would frequently inter-" 
mingle them j that, though Ipeaking more 
particularly upon the firft, they would look 
forward to the fecond, and hold it conft^ntly 
in vievv ; that, glovving with the twofold con-* 
ceptioti, they would confound in one pi(fture 
diffimilair images, which could riever unite 
in a iingle perfon, or a fingle event ; 
and would reprefent by one -expreffion 
fuch circumftances common to both, as 
may not unreafonably be expedl'ed to occur 
in twx) oeconomies, fubfervient the one to 
the other, both proceeding from the fame , 
G5d, and both conducing to the faipe end* 

But the types and figures^ with' \^^hiEh■ 
the Mofaic^ eftablilhment and the facfed 
: . hiftory 
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liiftory of the Jews uniyerfally abound, 
feem more particulariy to fali in with the 
profefled defign of the Almighty Ruler of 
that people. The iaft great difpeniatioHi 
whereby the whole Mirnafi race has been 
Taifed to life and' immortality, was uflifired 
in by an inferior one, which was admini- 
ilered» through many ages, under the im- 
mediate guidance of: the Deity, ■ arid was 
principally fubfei;vient to thg purpofe of 
■introducing that, by which it'was'fuc- 
ceeded; Now. it may be • fairly iuppofed, 
under fuch circumfiances, that thfe firfl; 
would be intimately connected: with the fe- 
cond; that it would mahifeft its 'entire de- 
pendence, by types and. figures, a mpde of 
expreffing ideas, which was .in common uie i 
among eaftern nations in thofe early ages 
o£ the world, and was peculiarly adapted 
to veil the prophetic fyftem in partial ob- 
fcurity. The lefs Judaifm had been inter.^ 
woven with ^Chriftianity, by thisinfeparable 
community of images,'' the weaker would 
have been its influence uppn the mind, 'and 
the more faintly would, it have appeared an 
inftitution of the fame God, in fubordina- 
tion to the fame defign. But the Jewifli 
polity was, in a great degree typical. The 
»; , - law. 
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law, and more efpecially the ceremonial 
part of it, was prophetic of the G^fpel ; 
and from thefe unalienable' charaileriftics 
it evidently appears, that they both pro- 
ceeded from one Almighty Power, and 
that' he was ad:i^g upon the fame harmo- 
nious plan, when he fhone before Mofes 
upon Sinai, and when he poured his glory 
around our Redeemer upon the Mount. 

The above obfervations will appeat per- 
haps even more ftriking,. if we recoiled:, 
that the Gofpel difpenfation was final; that 
it prepared not the way, nor looked forr 
ward to any other. It was not nedeffary, 
therefore, to have recourfe to typical. cere- 
monies, or fecondary fenfes, either in its 
inftitutions, or in the pxedi^ions delivered 
by its holy Founder and his inspired 
Apoftles. Confequently no traces of them 
will be found in the New Teftament, if 
we except the remarkable inftance of a 
double meaning in the Prophecy of our 
Lord,, in which he intermingled the de- 
ftrudtion of Jerufalem with the general 
judgment of the world. , 

In the courfe of my obfervations upon 

double 
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double meanings in Prophecies, with a re- 
ference to the pairticular fubjedl which is 
now under difcuffion, I ought not to ht 
entirely filent uppn' the peculiarity of the 
language, in which they are in general con- 
veyed. It not only is not vague, romantic, 
and ridiculous, unworthy of the attention 
of a rational being, as the ignorant and fii- 
perficial Infidel has wifhed to reprefent it ; 
but it is fober and reafonable, reducible to 
determinate principles, and capable of a 
fatlsfa6lory explication. It is in moll in- 
ftances highly figurative, and freqVl6ntly 
hyperbolical. As it' is neither necefl"ary, 
nor xxmfiftent with my plan, to enter at 
large into this difcuffion, I fhall briefly ob-< 
ferve, that to thofe who have ferioufly con- 
fidered the peculiar nature of the fubjeft, 
fueh a language has appeared fingularly 
appropriate and ufeful, if not abfolutely 
necelTary. If has even been do|ibted. whe- 
ther the end propofed could have been 
efFeSually obtained through the. medium 
of any other ftyle. And this ftyle, fo con- 
fident with the views of the Prophets, 
was particularly adopted by tbcm, iR thofe 
predidlions, in which they intermingled 
fom^ important event, which was remote, 
r , Q with 
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with .the nearer tranfaftioft, which was 
the more immediate fubjedl of their di- 
vine communication. , 

Before I*iq[uit the eonfideration of the 
twofold nature of the prophetic commif- 
fion, let me bcNallowed'to offer a few ob- 
jferyations upon one peculiar circumftance, 
connedied with the predidlions of the Old 
Teftament. 

In the trial of the prophetic writijags, 
that high fpecies of evidence in favour of 
real infpiration, which reflilts from a^faith- 
ful accompliflirhent of the pjedidled events,, 
is the moll fatisfadtory which the human 
mind is -capable of ^ receiving. The prer 
dictions were not indifcriminately fulfilled. 
Thofe, of which the accomplifhment was 
indifpenfably neceflary, have been faithfiilly 
completed ; while, in fbme few inftanqes; 
the events foretold have not occurred. In. 
thefe cafes, neVerthelefs,- the delivery and 
the revocation of the Divine will appear to 
have been equally confident with that com- 
prehenfive fcheme of Revelation, which it 
Was the great objeft, of Prophecyv to affift, 
to illuftrate* andto confii;rp. In, iiibfer- 

vience 
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vience to this fcheniei the Jews, I have al- 
ready obferved, were placed under the more 
immediiite and vifible diredrion of God. 
The Prophets were his high minifters in 
difpenfing'this facred. govf;rnment. One of 
the principal means, by which they at once 
convinced the people of, his miraculous in-» 
terpofition in their favour, and mqft pow- 
erfully incited them to faith and a pious 
obedience, was the prophetic anticipation 
of the calamities which would follow thdr 
crimes, and of the bleffings whicl\ would 
crown their -piety. Thefe rewards and 
punifhments not taking place' at the mo- 
ment when the prediftions were uttered, it 
may reafonably be prefurhed, that the ul- 
timate purpofes of the Almighty could not 
be exprefled, as they muft have depended 
upon contingencies, which might enfue, 
between the delivery of the Prophecies, 
and' the period of their intended comple- 
tion. iThe threatened calamity might be 
averted by repentance : the promifed bleff- 
ing might be forfeited by intermediate 
guilt. In confbrrnity with this preiiimp- 
tiohj which i? infeparable from a juft know- 
ledge of the Jewifh ceconomy, it wiU ap-, 
pear from a minute inveftigation, that^ all 

Q 2 the 
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the Prophecies, which were not verified by 
the events, were delivered as a :l^ecies 
either of commination or of encourage- 
ment; an4 that they were rendered void, 
by a fubfequent change of conduct in the 
people to -whoni they were addrefTed. 

Let it not however be ihppofed, that 
the defender of Chriftianity enumerates, 
without any juft means of diicrinxination, 
among the imrpediate inftruments of the. 
theocratic g<)vernmeHt, all thofe Prophe- 
cies, -w^hich have not. been duly fulfilled. 
The clear eft atad moft ftr iking diftin<Jlions 
may be difcerned. They generally referred 
to approaching events, and- were always ex- 
preflied in a language- completely intelligible 
tOi the heaters. Being intended as induce- 
ments to a<Sion, it was abfolutely neceflary 
that they Ihould be clearly apprehended by 
the agents. On the other hand, ■ all thofe 
Prophecies, eminently fuperior in number 
and impqrtance, the accomplifhment of 
which was certain, we!re diftinguifhed by 
higher charafteriftics. Either they were 
Concealed from the full knowledge pf the 
hearers, under the veil of a highly figtira- 
tiye language, and of types and fecondary 

meanings ; 
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meanings ; or they contained an afccuratfe 
detail of minute circumflances; or were re^ 
peated by fucceffiv^ Prophets; bt they 'v^ere 
^ndioned' by an oath, or confirmed by a 
mirack ; or they exceeded the probable 
force of fecond caufes ; or they related to 
^ the deftrudlion of idolatrous kingdoms, and 
the fall of future Empires ; or they referrfcd 
to fpiritual bleflings, and fhadow^d out 
the great features of univerfal redemptioti. 
Thefe tharadteriftic diftihcSions, made by 
one of the llrongeft and moft fagaciotis 
minds ^, which has ever been employed iii 
elucidating the" fubjeft of Prophecy, fuffi- 
ciently prove, that the predictions Iverfe 
not the wild effufidhs of ehthtifiafm,^ O-i- thf; 
rafii {peculations of conjedlure ; that they 
were delivered in ftriA' conformity with 
fixed principles ; and that the friend bf Rfe- 
Velatioh does not without jufl reafon refer 
to the clafs of conditional Prophecies> all 
thofe, in which thfe event has not corfC'* 
fponded with the defcriptiori of the $*r'oi^ 
phet. « . ' 

An additional authority may be affdrded 

" Stillingfleet, Oi:igihes Sacrae, bbbit ii. chaiJ, 6. 

Q 3 to 
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to thefe bbfervations, by recurring, as at 
the' conplufion of the laft argument, to the 
^Writings of the New Teftament. When 
the Meffiali appeareji, the Almighty had 
ceafed to direft, by a miraculous interfe- 
rence, any favoured portion of his creatures. 
Conditional Prophecies were no longer re- 
quiiite, as the appropriate and ufeful in- 
ftruments of a divine government. Ac- 
cordingly, no conditional prophecies, appear 
to have been uttered after the days of 
Malachi. Not a fmgle prediAion was de- 
livered, either by Chrift, or by his firft in- 
spired minifters, of which it can be Ihewnj 
that the. neceffary time of completion has 
paffed, and left it \inaGcompliflied. 

But leaving! the confiderations which 
arife. from the dptjble nature of the dif- 
penfation, of; which the Prophets were the 
rninifters, let us novv" proceed upon more 
enlarged principles, and dire<3: our enquiries 
to fome of the general charafteriftics of the 
prophetic fcheme. - 

It -was the principal end and defign of di- 
vine infpiration, to bear teftimony to the 
truth of Chriftianity. This being the great 

obje<El, 
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ebjedl, preeminently intended by the Omni- 
fcieiit Infpirer, it may naturally b& fuppofed, 
that the prefiguration of the Divine Founder 
of the ripw rdigidn, and of the new reUgion 
itfelf, would form the diftinguifliing feature 
of the facred Oracles. It would occupy, 
we . may reafbiiably expedl, the moft dif- 
tinguiflied place in the facred Writings, be 
held forth continually in view, and pervade 
and animate all the fyflem. The ad:ual 
proceedings of the Prophets accord . with 
^his reafotiable expectation. The bleffed 
Jefus and his divine religion were . the 
conftaht fubjefts of their predid,ions. Se- 
condary circumftances were incidentally 
mentioned ; but our holy Redeemer was 
the favourite theme of all, from the open- 
ing of the revelation at the fall of man, 
to .the clofe'of Jewifh Prophecy with Ma- 
lachi. Even tlje minut^ft traits rcfpe6ting 
him were accurately diftinguifhed. His 
entire hiftory may be coUedted with almofjt 
equal precifi«n from the Hebrew Scriptures, 
and from the writings, of the Evangelifts. 
If we Ihould frxpunge from the Old Tefta- 
ment all the paCages which relate ta his 
advent and religion, the -remaining part 
(14" would 
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would abound with a profufion t)f'' pre- 
dictions, which, though fingularly ftriking 
m themfelves, would be deprived of their 
bond of connexion, and would not con- 
duc,e to any end of general and tranfcen- 
dent importance. 

Siiice facred Prophecy has prppofed, as 
the final caufe of its delivery, the illuftration 
of a lingle and mbft momentous event, it 
may be prefumed, that the fcattered pre- 
didions will coUeftively compofe one uni- 
fortn and harmonious fcheme. Bearing 
thi^ circumftance in our fecollediion, let 
us endidavoair briefly- to develope, in a few 
ftriking inftances, the fyftem of the facred 
writers. They all unite in one 'common 
defign of railing the expedlation of a gireat 
and benevolent redemption. The moft tx-r 
traordinary cirdumftances, by which it was 
to be attended, are varioufly and minutely 
pourtrayed. The prophetic delineation, ge- 
neral and indeterminate at its commence- 
ment, gradually .affumes a fuller and more 
diftinet charader, as the time of its fulfil^ 
ment approaches. The fpirit of Prophecy 
firft di^layed itfelf at the introduAion of 

fin : 
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fin: it dofed its heavenly career, when the 
power of fin. was broken in the triumphant 
eftabliftiment of Chriftianity. The tein-» 
poral events which it pourtraycd, the at- 
chievements of celebrated moilarchs, and 
the revolutions of mighty empires, were all 
njore immediately concerned in fa,vouring 
the progrefs of Revelation. The fdlfe pre- 
tenders to infpiration may in vain lay 
claim to this iticontrovertibte teftimony of 
an over- ruling influence. The prediftions 
of the Pagan oracles were independent of 
each other, and utterly incapable of uniting 
in one grand and connefted iyftem. .Sacred 
Prophecy alone combines its feveral parts 
in one perfect whole. The merciful fpirit 
of redemption breathes through every page 
of the Prophets, and imparts the fame 
beauty and ha,rmonious agreerhent to their 
numerous writings, which natural law and 
order, as willed by the Almighty, beftow 
upon the vaft and multiform fyftem of the. 
univerfe. 

A feries of Prophecies, of Vv^hich it is the 

great obje6l to difclofe all the illuftrious 

diftindlipn's of one extraordinary perfon, ih 

wh'dm they will receive t;heir full and final 

! Qccom- 
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» 

accomplijfhmcnt, if it bfc made to compre- 
hend a wider range of circi»mflances, will 
exhibit a greater degree of confiftency and 
unity o£ defign, in proportion as it con- 
fines itfelf to thofe, which are in ibme dc-. 
gree connefled with his appearance. Other 
human events, though eminently import- 
ant in the hiflory of mankind, if they are 
independent of this primary intention of 
the omnifcient Inipirer, will, we mayjuftly 
fuppofe, be paffedover in filence. 

If we recur, as in the early part of this 
LeS:ure, to a brief examination of the 
Prophetic Hiftory, we Ihall find that this 
reafonable expedtation moft faithfully coin- 
cides with the actual character of Jewllh 
Prophecy. 

In its infant ftate, it was imparted to a 
few humble and pious Patriarchs, then 
wandering with their flocks over the Eaft. 
But, they were the 'appointed founders of 
an extraordinary, people, among whom the 
fcheme of redemption was to be gradually 
unfolded ; and at length, in the fulnefs of 
time, the Mefliah was to appear. 
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At a more advanced period, when the 
defcendants of thefe fa voufed Patriarchs 
had multiplied intt> a numerous and pow- 
erful nation, and, conduced by the arm of 
the Almighty, were mitaculoufly fettled in 
the promifed land, the prophetic fpirit ex- 
erted itfelf, as a powerful inftrument of 
theocracy, bQth in encouraging their faith- 
ful adherence to the Mofaic eflablifliment, 
and in favouring their martial enterprizes 
againil the i^idpMtrous nations which fur- 
roundqd them. 

• When, corrupted by fuccefs, and de- 
.yo^ed to idolatry, they* were fevered by 
.the avenging arm of the Almighty into 
two feparate and. hoftile kingdoms* the 
power of Prophecy was more particularly 
difplayed among the two tribes which, 
were fettled around Jerufalem ; for they 
,were the more faithful, adherents to the 
religion of their fathers, arid the immediate 
progenitors of the S^iviour of mankino^* 

In purfiiing their hiftory, we difcover, 
that the vices of the Ilraejites multiplied, 
apd the heayieft, calamities approached. 
The fcheme of Prophecy was ■ enlarged. 

To 
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To . the defponding inhabitants of Judah, 
either finking under a vidorious enemy, 
or languiftiing ih captivity, was foretold the 
ultim9.te ruin of the neighbouring king- 
doms and empires, then triumphant, over 
the people of the Lord, and exulting in 
the fancied ftrength of their own idols. 
The doom of nations pdwerful and opU^ 
lent was irrevocably determined ; of Tyrb, 
of Moab, and of AfTyria ; of Egypt, the 
mother of fcience ; and of Babylon, the 
haughty miftrefs of the eaftern world. 

The time of the Meffiah approached. 
Thp^ feed of Abraham had nearly com- 
pleted their part in the wonderful prepara- 
tion for his advent. Prophecy novV forfook 
the contrafted limits of the Eaft, and, re- 
vealing the difpofition of humari affairs 
moft fuitable to this ftupendous event, 
forefhewed the elevation of thofe vaft 
empires, which facilitated the ptogrefs of 
Chrffianity. "' - 

The victorious Macedonian, by extend- 
iilg his conquefts from the Ionian flidres to 
the banks ,6f Indus and the Ocean, was the 
principal means of introducing, througli 

the 
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the irioft conftderable part of his immenfe 
empire, the Itnowledge qf a language the 
moft perfedl and the moft general, which 
has ever been ufed. .by mankind. It wis 
through the medium of this comnion lan- 
guage, that, in the age of the Ptolemies, 
,the facred hiftory recorded in the Law, and 
the Prophets wis laid Open to the whole' 
Grentile world, and, in a fubfequent ara, 
the Apoftles, fent forth by our Lord, uni- 
verfally difleminated the knowledge of a 
Redeemer, and the joyful tidirigs of his 
Gofpel. i , ^ , 

The domination of Rome, fo ftrikingly 
predidled by Daniel, which extended over 
all the civilized portion of the globe^ pro- 
duced that arrangement of fublunary affairs, 
which alone, perhaps, as human mea3.s, 
could have eflenitially flavoured the wide 
diffufion of Chriftianity. The various ^a■' 
tioHs of the earth were all united by one 
common band : an univerfaJ toleration was 
indulged to all religions : the intercourfe of 
ftrangers was facilitated asud encouraged : 
not only the progrefs of the firfl: teachejrs 
6f the Gofpel was expedited, but the nc" 
ijeflary correipondence between, the nu- 
merous 
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merous focieties of fcattered Chriftians was 
maintained by the vaft Roman roads, which 
had been formed for the paflage of the le- 
gions, and united the banks of the Danube- 
fo the coafts of the Mediterranean j and the 
conjfines of Parthia and Egypt to the fliores 
of the Atlantic, 

At length Chfiftianity was received- as 
the common Religion of the worlds whejre- 
ever civilization 'prevailed, and the Roman 
arms had been difplayed. Thus, finally 
triumphant, it became independent of mo- 
narchs and of empires. All the predictions, 
therefore, which regarded the times fubfe- 
quent to this period, if we except thofe re- 
lating to the fall of the empire, an- event 
more immediately connefted with the firft 
propagation of Chriftianity, negledling tem- 
poral occurrences, the fortune of fove- 
teigns, or the fate of kingdoms, appear to 
have referred folely to the fpifltual condi- 
tion of mankind. The Prophets were fi- 
lent upon many of the moft wonderr 
ful changes, which have tkken place in 
later ages ; the fingular Ipecies of power 
acquired by nautical fcience, the founding 
of a powerful empire over the regions of 
V'< _ the 
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the North, the difcovery of another themi-: 
Iphere, the introdudlion of civilization and 
the arts among the favages of extenfive 
iflands, which had lain concealed through 
all pail time in the great Southern Ocean, 
and the ;ftupendous revolutions- inftanta- 
neoufly efFcd:ed over the whole Eaft, the, 
great fcene of Revelation, by the defcent 
of myriads of^ northern barbarians under 
the fanguinary.ftandards of Zlngis and Ti- 
mour. Our attention is confined to the 
triumphs of the Arabian Impoftor, to the 
monftrous corruptions of the Papal ufurpa- 
tion, to the apoftafy of later times, to the 
unparalleled and awful calamities of the 
Jews, and to the univerfal propagation of 
Chriftianity, and the final confumma- 
tion of all things in the fecond appearance 
of Chrift, a triumphknt and glorified Mef- 
fiah, • 

Having enumerated fome of the moft 
•ftriking circuniftances attending facred Pro- 
phecy, as they referred to the objeds re- 
ipediyely'purfued in the courfe of Reve- 
lation, I wifti, before I conclud,e the^ pre- 
fent Ledure, to dired your attention for 
a fliort time to one diftingiiifhing charac- 

^ ■ " ^ teriftic, 
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teriftic, by which it is iodiipeiafably reqlai- 
fite, that the real Prophets fhould be markcpd. 

The minifters of a true revelation, even 
the adverfaries of Chriftianity m,uft allow, 
will be diftingujflied by a conftant enforce- 
ment of the pureft principles of morality 
' and religion. When our affent to it is 
demanded, it is hot fiiificient, that the 
proofs of a fupernatural agency be clearly 
adducdd j it muft alfo appear, that the 
caufe of piety and virtue, and the general 
welfare of mankind, are either immediately 
or ultimately promoted by the divine com- 
muiiications. An agency more than hu- 
marl may lie, perhaps, within the ability 
of evil fpirits, who may wifh to favour, 
by fuch means, -their malignant plans of 
wickednefs and' mifery. Perfect redlitude 
of principle, therefore, is neceffarily re-- 
quired in the holy men, who declare them- 
felves to be appointed- the meifengers of the 
Mofl: High, and to be ^endued with ex- 
traordinary prefcience. 

In referring to the Oracles of Paganifm, 
we foon difcover, that the minifters of the 
delufive fuperftitions of the world were 

fmgularly- 
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*-, 
flngularly defedive in this unerring teft of 
the truth. It was their principal objedit to 
decide the temporal fortunes of individuals, 
and tor give energy to the defigns of national 
policy. Precepts of morality and rules of 
juft condud were feldom delivered from 
the tave or confedrated tripos. The pur- 
eft fentiftients prevalent among the Pagans 
either were enforced ^y the Philofopher, or 
adorned the pages of the Poet. When 
calamity threatened either the ftate or the 
individual, if the Oracle w;as folicited to 
reyed the caufe, i;yhich ; had provoked the 
anger of the gods, the evil, on nioft occa- 
■fions, was declared to arife, not from fla^ 
"grant breaches of morality, from profligacy 
of fentitafcnt, or depravity of condudl ; but 
from a trifling negled: of the extelrnal du- 
ties of religion, or from the unworthy jea- 
loufies of contefiding deities, or from the 
inauipicious omens, which, had immediately 
preceded an enterprize. 

But happy had it been for -the Heathen 
world, if, upon the fubje<$: of morality, 
their Oracles had -begn invariably filfent. 
Thfe few fentimentS) which they did deli^ 
<yer, were not always grounded upon the fc- 
. ' R vere 
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vere principled of reafon and truth : they 
varied with the" flucEluatioh of human opi- 
nions, and were even accommodated to the 
prejudices, , the paffion?, and the vices of 
their votaries. Nay, they frequently even 
commanded the groflefl: violati6ns of mo- 
rahty and decorum, and veiled, under the 
proftituted name of religion, the moft fla- 
gitious and horrible abominations, which 
have ever been permitted to pollute the 
annals of the, human race. 

The Prophets of the true God were inr 
fpired by the purefl: principles. They ac- 
tively and invariably exerted themfelves in 
the caufe of virtue. The lyftem of mo- 
lality, which , they fanAioned, was pure, 
fevere, ^nd founded upon determinate and 
acknowledged principles. They tempered 
its feverity, however, with the love pf 
mercy and the gentle feelings, of benevo- 
lence. With all the warmth of zeal, and 
energy of eloquence, they recommended 
the caufe of the ftranger, the widow, and 
the orphan. Jsleither the pomp of ftation 
nor the tyranny of pbwer could fliield the 
offender from their manly ^nd indignant 
rebukes : and exhibiting a boldnds, which, 

fjcrhaps,. 
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perhaps, is unparalleled in the whole hlf^ 
tory- of mankind, and which could only be 
infpired by the confidence of truth and the 
certainty of Divine affiftance, they even 
chaftifed a powerful monarch for the un- 
lawful indulgence of his, paffions ; and 
Openly denounced the vengeance of the 
high Being, by whom they were infpired, 
againft a formidable tyrant, who had mur- 
dered, foi: the fake, of- plunder, the poor 
poffeflbr of a neighboruring vineyard. 

The piety, which they required, was not 
the cold and ifiejEficient duty of an external 
ritual ; it was the religion of the^ heart, the 
contrbul of the internal feelings of the foul, 
and an inward and eVer-a6live perfuafion 
"of the exiftence and providence of an all- 
judging God. It earneftly excited gratitude 
for his favours, fiipplication for his fprgive- 
nefs, and reliance on his pfotedlion. * 

Thefe moral and religious duties were not 
varied with the progreis of civilization, nor 
made to bend to temporal occurrences, to 
the will of a favoured monarch, or the ca- 
prices of contending partifes. They were 
independent of human events, regular as 
the order of nature, and eternal as the 
* 1^ 2 Foun- 
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Fomntain of infpiratlon. Their influence 
was the jmoft extcnflve, w^eh the, ima- 
gination can conceive. They were not 
calculated to aggrandize a favourite ilate, 
nor appropriated to the inhabitants of a 
particular climate ; but they were equally* 
ufeful to all countries^, and obligatory on 
the whole human race. 

In eftimatiijig the excellence of the mo- 
ral principle inculcated by the fuppofed ' 
mlnifters of fuperior ^beings, conlideratble 
attention is due to their defcriptions of the 
exalted Ppwei;, whofe vs^ill they pretend to* 
reveal. Unworthy reprefentations of the 
fupreme Being degrade the fentiments and 
vitiate the heart; while pwe and exalted 
conceptions of his divine nature are emi- 
nently calculated to refine the moral fenfe. 
And let us not forget, that they alone can 
^e reafonably- fuppofed 1^ have be,en the 
real minifters of Heaven, who afcribe com- 
plete perfeAion to the divine Perfon, in 
whom is comprehended every excellen?^,, 
which it is pgffible for the human mind to 
conceive. 

The Pagan deities, from the humble 
rank of mortals, had been elevated to the 

honours 
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hoirtours of divinity, either by the gratitude' 
of an ignorant and fuperftitious antiquity, 
or hj the impious adulation of a corrupt 
court. 'Their earthly charafters had been- 
Jlillied by the blacltefl: crimes ; and they 
were represented as ftill debafed by human' 
infirmities, and as enjoying, in irhaginary 
regions, a boundlef^ indulgence of the moft: 
impious and . deflrudlive vices. - The go-^ 
vernment of the univerffe was fuppofed not 
to be diredled by one infpiring mind, nor 
carried on by one unvaried principle, but to 
be diftributed among a multiplicity of dei- 
ties, who were a<fluated by jealoufiesi pro^ 
voked by animofities, and divided by con- 
tending interefts. The common happinefs 
of mankind, and the facred caufe of virtue, 
appear to have been, in genei'al, remote 
from their confideration, and difregardfed 
in thdr conduft': while in the honours,, 
which they deraarided, they countenanced 
the groffefl: impurities, and not xJnfre-' 
quently delighted even in the efFufion of 
human blood. ' 

But let, us turn from this unpleafing 

pidture^ and contemplate the Jehovah of 

theLHebrews. The Prophets of Ifrae], in a 

R 3 ftrain 
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ftrain of diyine eloquence, prefent. a de- 
fbription of. the Godhead, far purer and' 
more fiiblime than any, which the unaf- 
fifted human mind has ever conceived. 
He is defcfibed as the one fupren;ie Being, 
exiftii^g from all eternity, prefent through 
all fpace? pofleflSng all power, and know-r- 
ing .all things, paft and prefent and to 
come. He is reprefented as' ^iritual in 
his nature, the maker and the preferver, of 
the univerfe, the ccfnftant friend of virtue, 
and the certain avenger of vice. He de- 
lighteth not, they explicitly declare, in the 
odours of incqnfe, nor in the blood of vic- 
tims, but in. uprightnefs of conduft and 
purity of fentiment, in a<3;s of benevolence, 
and in the duties of warm arid unalTuming 
piety. 

In the courfe of the prefent Lefture,, I 
have endeavoured to fliew the confiftency, 
which runs thirough ancient Prophecy. It 
feems Icarpely poflible not to admit the 
i reality of thefe charafteriftics, when 'we 
recoiled: the feveral parts of the fubje<5l, 
which have juft been difcufled. The pre- 
didions were moftly delivered at thofe fea- 
fons, in which the fubordinate advantage 

intended 
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intended to be derived, at the ihftant of 
their delivery, was more particularly ob- 
tiiined. For tjbe more certain attainment 
of this advantage, miracles were neccflary 
for the confirmation of the words of the 
Prophets : and miracles were exhibited, not 
ihdlfcriminately in all feafons, but in thole 
chiefly, in which fuch a confirmation of 
the words of the Prophet was more elpe- 
cially.required. It was necefl^ary to veil for 
a time the fenfe of many Prophecies frofn 
the knowledge of thofe, to^ whom they 
were addrclTed. They were veiled ; and the 
means by which" this temporary conceal- 
ittent waS' generally eiFecSted, fecondary 
meanings and types, were adapted with 
fmgular propriety to the complex nature 
of the difpenfation^ of which the Prophet^ 
were the minifters. - It was in the higheft 
ddgree, probable, from the particular defign 
of one part of the Revelation, that fome of 
the prediftions would not be verified ' by 
the events. This revocation of the declared 
purpofes of the divine Infpirer took place, 
but in thofe alone^ which the neceflary rea- 
ibn can be affigned. The one fote and mo- 
mentous objed, the teftimony of the blefTed 
Saviour of the world, was kept perpetually 

R 4 in 
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in view by the Prophets, and intermingled 
it-felf with almoft every cirGuijnftance o£ 
their divine mlniftry. "The accompliih*- 
Wiept of one .ftupendous event was the 
great end of Prophecy ; and the long feries 
of predictions fotms one uniform fcheme, 
conneded throughout with the completiori 
of thi& fublime defign. Though many of the 
fignal events of the moft illuftriou?^, periods 
of univerfel hiftory were foretold.; yet all 
were nqt foretold. The predictions were 
limited to "the affairs of -thofe nations, 
whibl^ the Divine wifdom rendered more 
particularly inftrumental in effecting the. 
benevolent purpofe of promulgating a re- 
velation to mankind While through the 
whole, courfe of the miraculous interpofi- 
tion> the purie principles of morality, whicli 
are indiipenlably required among the marks 
of a true religion, were forcibly and.unii 
fprmly inculcated. 

Thefe circumftances, coUedtively confi- 
dered, difbover the • admirable propriety, 
which diftinguiihes the %?pral parts of the 
facred Oracles, and the uniformity which, 
pervades the whole. In the light, ia which. 
Prpphecy has now been, placed^ \% appears 
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to have been one grand, clear, and har- 
momiDUs fcheme. The propriety and con- 
fiftency thus e^ibited upon fo wonderful 
a fubjedt, and qontinued through a couxfe 
of fo many centuries, are alone, perhaps, 
abundantly rfuifieient to excite in the un- 
prgudiced mind a ftrong prefiimption of 
the interferffiBiice; of a fupernatural Powerr. 
Thra piieiiimption muft he confiderably 
ftrengthened, when we remark the. un- 
cealing precaution and: extreme nicety. of 
difcriraination invariably exhibited by the 
Prophets, without the conflant exercijfe; of 
■ which they could not have fuccefsfully 
executed the feveral parts of the ftupen^ 
dous fcheme. .- q. 

- ■■' ' ■' • ^' ■ ^■ 
But this prefumption, it is apprehended, 
may. be heightened into firm convuSion," 
andi converted into a moral certainty, by 
the following Gonfiderations.. 

No fyft^matic feries of predidHons, either 
iimilar, or marked even with the flightefl- 
degree of tefeRiblance, can l)e found- in the 
annalsi of the whole human race* Pro^ 
phets, or rather pretenders to Divine infpi- 
fat;on, hgve- appeared in ^1 ages, and all 

P^gan 
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Pagan countries. They have generailiy been 
heard with confiderable attention, and not 
unfrequendy have been -protedled' and en- 
couraged, through a long courfe of time, 
by the. laws and' by the magiftrate. Yet' 
in none of their effufions can the-.f^inteft 
traces be difcovered of a connected' plan, 
,or of unity of defign, much Icfs of fiich a 
plan and fuch a defiguy as are exhibited in 
thb facred Writings. The priefts of Greece 
and Roriie, who perhaps advanced the art 
of divination to the higheft ftate of per- 
feftion, to which it canTje carried by mere 
human ability, utt^ered a profufion of Ora-^ 
cles, which were totally unconnedjcd vsrith 
each other, and had no relation towards 
the attainment <)f any comnion end.. 

The Sibylline books, which, in the mo>- 
ment of general calamity, the magiftrates 
of the Roman republic afFe6bed to confiilt, 
had they been fuch- as were pretended, 
would have approached nearer than any 
other cohipofitions, with which we are ac- 
quainted, to the charader of ^ the infpired 
Writings. The citizens were deluded inta 
an- opinioriy that thofe volumes' contained 
a ipeeies of in^rmation, which implied a 

confi- 
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confiderable foreknowledge of the hiftory 
of Rome ; ^ and that they were defigned 
for the inftrudlion' of thd future magiftrate, 
and the confequent prefervatioii of the , 
ftate. Here then would have been con- 
gruity of parts and a momentous end. But 
the whole was a fiftion. We can difcover 
no reafonable grounds of belief, that the 
books contained the infoirmation, which 
was artfully pretended. The tale refpedt- 
ing them was invented, from political mo- 
tives, in the infancy of Rome, and was con- 
tinued through fucceeding ages as an uie- ' 
' ful engine of flate, in appeafing the fears 
, of the populace, during feafons of tumult 
and difmay, and affording, a religipus fane-' 
tion to the extraordinary decrees of the 
civil power. Had they really contained 
fuch ir^formation, though they would un- 
doubtedly have appeared to be in a -very 
high degree miraculous, yet from the know- 
ledge, which we have been enabled to ac- 
quire refpeSing them from the Roman 
hiftorians, we may venture to pronounce, 
that in the ftrong and difcriminating cha- 
raAeriftics, which have been the fubjedls 
of difcuffion in the prefent Difcourfe, they 

woul4 
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would ftill have funk in a comparifbn 
witlt the in3(pired writings of the Pro- 
phets. 

The vaft feheme of facf ed Prophecy was 
formed for the fublime purpofe of reveal- 
ing remote events. If was not difclofed^ 
by the fuccefsful efforts of a favoured in- 
dividiial, richly endowed by natui?e,^ and 
highly improved by cultivation. The Pro- 
phets, throughf whofe agency it was gra- 
dually unfoldedj were many in number: 
they appear not in general to have been 
diflinguifhed by- uncommon foperiority of 
intelledl; and they afluredly were not af- 
llfted by a. fortunate difpofition of human 
affairs^ They arofe through- fuecbflive ge- 
nerations; and uttered their predictions 
under the moft violent reverfes of fortune, 
and the_mo.fl: ftriking variations of fociety. 
Sometimes they .were invefted with the 
dignity of an e^salted ftation ; Ibmetirnes 
they were difpirited and .debafed by an ig- 
iwaminious captivity. At one period of 
their miniftry they were the founders of a 
kingdom ; at another they mourned over 
the ruins of their fallen, country. They 

wer^ 
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were not affociated^ into one body, con- 
trouled and diredled. by known, and efta- 
bliflied rules. It does notlisppear, that the 
later Prophets were in all cafes even ad- 
mitted to a knowledge of the full inten- 
tion of thofe who had preceded them : it 
is not evident, that they always compre- 
hended th6 whok fcope of their own pre- 
didiions : and it may with qonfidence be 
afferted, that in gerieral they were not en- 
couraged and fupported by the protedlion. 
?.nd patronage of tbe ftate. 

Such agents, coniidered as mere unaf- 
fifted men*^, wd' may boldly venture to de- 

* I tpeak of the extraordinary Prophets,, who, as I Ijave 
alteady had occafion to remark, though fometimes felefted 
from the fchools of the Prophets, were not c6nne<Sied in, 
their miniftry with that inftitution. 

' The following vigorous lines, in which Diyden has 
fpojcen of the Books of divine RevelatidA in general, may 
with peculiar juftnefs be applied to the fpirit of Prophecy 
in particular, which, is difplayed in them all ^ 

Whence, but from Heaven, could rrien uniJtlU'd in arts. 
In feveral ag«s born, in feveral parts, 
Weavefuch agreeing truths ? or how, or why. 
Should all confpire to cheat us with a lie? 
Unalk'd their pains, ungrateful their advise. 
Starving their gain, afid martyrdom their price. 

Helicio Laici. 

dare. 
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clare, Were totally incompetent to adl ift 
concert for purpofes of trarifcerident im^ 
-portance, and to produce fuch a wonderful 
and , perfed fyft^tn of Prophejcy;, as that 
■which the holy Scriptures exhibit. The 
propriety and bfcaUtiful confiftency, which 
^armonize its varied pdrts, puft have beert. 
the. emanation of one infpiring Power, the 
greatDifpofer of all eveflts. To his all-feeing 
mind were manifeft from the begiiining 
all the iranous parts of the ftupendous 
fcheme, which, in the progress of time> 
were fucceffively unfolded to mortal know- 
ledge. He went on from age to age, a- 
midft the rife and fall of empires, and the 
fludluations of his human inftruments, in the 
regular profecution of one predetermined 
and unaltered plan. And -thus, the com- 
pofitions of his Prophets, like all his vy^on- 
derful' produftions, exhibit that unity of 
defign^ and harmony of parts, which it is 
equally impious and abfurd to reprefent as 
the fortunate refult of contingencies, or a 
/uccefsful effort of ingenious ? impofture. 
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PROPHECY CAME NOT IN OLD TIME BY THE 
WILL OP MAN ; BUT HOLY MEN OP GOD 
SPAKE AS THEY WERE MOVED BY THE' 
HOLY GHOST. 

Jd EW fubjed:s are more interefting to the 
mind, or require a more intenfe exertion of 
its difcriminating powers, than the motives 
of human condudl. Curiofity, perpetually 
alive to refearches of this nature, eiyiploys 
itfelf, where its fphere of adlion is confined, 
even in fcrutinizing the Occurrences of 
humbk life, which, too infigi^iificant to be- 
come pbjedis of public enquiry, can only 
attrad:' the notice or engage the atteu- 
, , tion of thofe, who are ftrangers to more 

' im^ 
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portant tranfaAions. The political obferver, 
not bounding bis fpeculations within fuch 
cont'radled limits, analyfes with iiibtlety 
of difcrimination the public events, which 
are paffin^ within his view, in order to ex- 
plore the fecret principles, which ad:uate 
courts and councils. THe fcholar, extend- 
ing Hill wider his refearches, and carryiiig 
his imagination back into diftant ages, in- 
veftigates the genuine character pf an il- 
luftrious hero, and the real objedt of a me- 
morable fe6l or party, which were con- 
cealed under the popular mafk of patriot- 
ifm or piety. 

It is reafbnable to fuppofe, that this prin- 
ciple will operate with increafing efficacy, 
in proportion as the objeA of inveftigatibh 
advances in (ingularity and importance. 

The Hebrew Prophets exhibit an ap- 
pearance perhaps the moft extraordinary, > 
which occurs in the annals of the hu- 
man race. A ferics of individuals> rifmg 
almoft vvithout interruption through the 
moft confiderable part of the national hif* 
tory, ailume a more than mortal charader, 
determine with equal freedom upon the 

conduft 
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conduft of the humbleft and the moft ex- 
alted members of the community ; and, 
laying claim to a miraculous knowledge of 
futurity, foretel the revolutions and the cala- 
mities, riot only of their own ftate, but alfo 
of the. moft powerfuland flourifliing em- 
pires of the world. 

An enquiry into the motives, by which 
they appear to have been actuated, is not 
merely calculated to gratify a barren curio- 
:fity, but may prove of eminent importance^ 
and extenfive utility. I Ihall endeavour, 
therefore, on the prefent occasion, to demon- 
;ftrate, that there are no motives of worldly 
policy Sufficient to render a fatisfad:ory ex- 
planation of their condud;, as it is recorded 
in the; writings of the Old Teftament. 

It was fo fitvgular in its nature, and fb 
irreconcil cable with all the known princi- 
ples of adlion among deceivers, that it caii 
only be-juftly accounted Jbr by admt ;ting 
the interpofition of a divine agency, and 
the irrefiftjble influence of aii almighty and 
pverf ruling Spirit., 

If the fcheme .of Jewifli Prophecy at 
s - large 
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laig€! be not of divine origin, it nmft have 
been the offspring either of injpofture oy 
enthufxafm. In profecutiag our enquiries, 
it is ahfolu*ely neceflary to fhew, that nei- 
ther of tbefe caufes could have operated. 

If Prophecy was originally invented, and 
afterwards fuccelsfuliy continued, as an in- 
ftrunaent of deception, it muft have been 
intended to promote fome human aim. 
It muft have been conduced by the Pro- 
phets with the defign either of giving 
energy to the political views of their coun^ 
trymen, or traiteroufly aiding the enter- 
prizes of their enemies ; of conciliating 
the favour of the fovereign, or acquiring 
poptilarity among the multitude; or finally, 
of accumulating riches and advancing their 
temporal fortunes. It is fcarcely poffible 
to name ajny other human caufe fuffi- 
ciently weighty to account for their con- 
dud. 

The political impoftor, though he may 
tlirow a veil of impenetrable obfcurity over 
thofe fecret arts, by which religion is made 
fubfervient to his views, muft yet tinfold, 
in the moft explicit terms, the particular 

defign^ 
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defigti, to the profecution of which he 
naay labour to direft the pubHc mind. 
That muA always be a clear and ftrikihg 
feature in his compofitions, notwithfirand- 
ing the myfteries and ftudied perplexities, 
in which all the other parts ni ay be in- 
volved. Thus the immediate conqueft of 
enetnies, or the predominance of a favoured 
fadion, events, which it was their objedt 
to facilitate, were fimply and boldly de- 
dared, by thb miiiifters of the Greek and 
Roman Oracles, to be the predetermined 
\^ill of the divine powers, by whom they' 
pretended to be infpired. 

Now the Hebrew Prophets rarely dwelt 
iipon great political dVents, which ihould 
be favourable td their countrymen ; they 
never even ' alluded to dbmefiic. diiTenfions 
and civil animofities, except in thofe in^ 
ftances, in which they were' dccafi<med by- 
idolatry and a fpirit of ffcubborn difobedi- 
ence to the Lord of heaven and earth. 
They never 'complained of the difrefpecft of 
the people to their fovereign, of their inat- 
tention to the laws of their cotintry, or of 
their refraftory and mutinous fpirit toward 
theif military leaders in the camp. Their 

s z threats 
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threats were almoft invariably cbnfihed to 
a fjngle fpecies of guilt, an ungrateful de- 
parture froni the true God, and the conie^ 
quent violation of his commandments. 

The Oracles of Heathen antiquity j were 
artfully employed, on, the' eve of a battle, 
in animating the courage of the foldiers, 
by.predi<Sihg the defeat of their enemies. 
Very different was the condud: of the.Prpr- 
phets of God. It was riot their principal 
objedl to expatiate upon the traiifadlioris, 
in which their cotemporaries will be en- 
gaged. In the" inflancfes,. in which they 
alluded to approaching events, their Pro- 
phecies, as we have feen in a former 
Ledure, were gSiierally in the higheft de- 
gree unfavourable and alarming. But the 
energy of their divine eloquence was moft 
frequently and moll powerfully excited in 
revealing the occurrences of diftant times, 
the remote ruin of enemies, which was to 
be accomplifhed by agents unconnected 
with the Jewifli fhate. Now a foreknow- 
ledge of tliedjliant fall of a victorious and 
irrefiftitle enemy, though it might footh 
the anguifh of defeat, and lighten the 
chains of fervitude, could not infpire pre- 

fent 
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i^rit confidence, or animate to immediate 
exertion. ' - 

While the rifing glory and approaching 
profperity of their own nation was the coh- 
ftant therne of the minifters of Heathen 
Oracles, the Hebrew Prophets prorbifed 
to the remote pofterity of their country- 
rhen a period of uncommon felicity and 
grandeur ; and at the' Tame time dwelt 
with all the Warrhth and boldhefs' of an 
eafterri imagination, upon a long interme- 
diate feafbn of ruin, fervitude, and difper- 
fion, and of debafement and miferies, more 
bitter than even extind;ion and death. 

In v^in then fhall we endeavour to afcribe 
to' political motives the condudl of men, 
who were in general filent upon fubjefts 
merely political ; who fpoke rather of the 
ultimate deftrudion, than of the approach- 
ing misfortunes of enemies ; who rarely 
pi(Sured fcenes of temporal felicity, of 
which the feafon was near, but confiantly 
delineated in the moll forcible manner 
the fevere calamities, which impended over 
their countrymen. 

S3 A fyf- 
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A lyftem of Prophecy, unfavourable to. 
the profperity of our own country, may 
not unreafonably be fufpede4 of an inten- 
tion to promote the caufe of our enemies. 
If the Jewi(h predidlions portended evil 
to the children of Iftael, they might be in-r 
tended tp fecpnd the eifforts of the hpftile 
nations, by whom the Ifraelites were £ut^ 
rounded-. This plaulible fuppofition^tbougli 
fometimes artfully enforced by the adver- 
faries of Chriftianlty, is contradidlory to the 
general tenor of the moft faithful records., 
and of fad:s, which cannpt be difputed. 
The faqredi Prophets uniforuily inveighed 
•with the feyereft indignation agaitift the ido- 
latrous rites of all Heathen nations : they 
reprefented them as juft objects of dread aaid 
abhorrence amongft men, and as expofed tq 
tlite certain confequences of divine venge- 
ance. This public ayowal of determined 
difapprobation and hoftility, conftantly re-, 
peated, and not qualified by any interminr 
gled expreffions of 'partial praife or admi- 
ration, cannot be reponqiled with any pof-r 
fible fyftem of political hyppprify, or of 
friendihip concealed by the refinements of 
art. 

Again, 
J ,' 
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Again, they frequently revealed th& wiH 
of the Almighty, in' which he purpofcd to 
effeft, when the appointed time fhould ar- 
rive, the final ruin of all the enemies of 
the Jewifli people. There was fcarcely a 
kingdom conneded with Ifrael or Judah, of 
which the, deiblatiori was not forcibly de- 
pided by the holy Pi-ophets. And where 
is the man, who, traitor to his native coun- 
try, could hope to favour the fuccefles of 
its enemies, by declaring their irremediable 
ruin, as determined in the counfels of the 
Moft High, and as certain to be executed 
under his avenging hand ? Though the 
Prophets,, therefore, in numerous inftances, 
foretold to the Jewilh people the miferies, 
to which they were about to be expofed 
from the viiJlorious arms of the fiirroupding 
kingdoms; yet they cannot juftly be charged 
with betraying the interefts of their coun- 
try. Independently of the exaA accor- 
dance of fuch a fpecies of predidlions with 
one principal obje<3; of their miflion, the 
frequency and energy, with which they 
denounced the inevitable deftrudlion of 
thofe very kingdoms, fjipply them with 
the moft ample m6ans of exculpation in 
the judgment of all foher and impartial 
s 4 enquirers. 
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phets uniformly arraigned with intrepid 
boldnefs the immorahties or impiety of 
the fovereign, and predicted the awful 
punifhments, which awaited- fuch crimes. 
They expofed themfelves in general to 
thofe expreffions of bitter and ihvetefate 
hatred, with which the fon. of Imlah was 
received by the i'mpious Ahab*', whofe re- 
sentment was avowedly excited by the ha- 
bitual oppofition, which he had experienced 
-in his guilty career from the intrepid mi- 
nifter of Heaven. They aflumed an au- 
thority fuperior to all earthly power. With 
a loftinefs of conception, which mere hu- 
man ability never yet has reached, they 
dvyelt upon the inftability and emptinefs 
even of the higheft ftate of temporal gran- 
deur and dominion, in comparifon with 
the inexpreffibl^ majefty of the Lord of 
heaven and earth. They approached the 
facred perfon of the Prince with a freedom 
of manner, and manlinefs of addrefs, which 
are rarely exhibited in palaces, and muft 
have been pecTiliarly abhorrent from the 
• haughty magnificence and fulfome adora- 

^ I Klags xxii. 8. 

tion, 
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, With equal freedom they declared them- 
felves the irreconcileable enemies of ido- 
latry. They reprefented it as an impious 
provocation of divine vengeance, degrading 
to, the dignity both of the creature and the 
Creator. Yet the prppenfity of the Jew^s 
to, idolatry was unconquerable. . It was in- 
dulged in oppofition to, the declared will 
of God, and \yith. a/fearlefs defiance ; of 
his almighty power, even , while they yet 
ftrongly retained in their memory innu- 
merable inftances of his miraculous ads 
both of mercy and of vengeance. It was ' 
indulged, while his fword was yet uplifted 
in their ca^fe, and while the air was fl;ill 
tainted with the peftilence, which their 
former idolatries had provoked him to fend., 
Yet notwithftaiiding the univerfal preva- 
lence of this crime^^the Prpphets, neither 
publicly favouring^ nor filently neglediing 
it, boldly held it forth as the conftant ob-^ 
je<3: of their enmity; In their folemn ad- 
drefles to. the people, they inveighed againft 
them as- loaded with this particular fpecies- 
of iniquity, as degraded by fuperftition the 
dark-efl of errors, and blackened by ingra- 
titude the bafeft -of crinies. All the moll 
Ibathfome and terrible images of nature 

were 
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tion, hy which the digrtity of eaftern mo- 
narchs is upholden. ' 

That national profpCTity may be ad- 
vanced, and national calamity averted, by 
the ability of the fovereign, is a principle 
of flattery, which often prevails among 
Hil^ed;^, and is fondly cheriflaed by the 
rulers. But what liopes of princely favour 
or prote£tion could reafonably be indulged 
by men, who conftantly reproached their 
countrymen for their confidence in a mor- 
tal arm, and publicly predifted the ruin of 
imperial cities and extenlive empires, un- 
lefs averted by general repentance, and by 
the reliance of both .prince and people 
upon the only tfue God ? 

Even thofe few Prbphecaes, which may 
appear to have flattered the wifhes of 
the monarch, were generally embittered 
by other lefs grateful communications. 
Though the forfeited life of David was 
Ipared in confequence of his fmcere re- 
pentance, yet the death of his child was 
denounced by the Prophet. ' In like man- 
ner, when Ifaiah was commiffioned to. 

footh 



SERMON VII. 367 

fppth the piind of Ahaz, by divine aflur- 
.ances of feeurity, during the approaching 
invAfion of Syria and Ephraim, he fad- 
dened the welcomg intelligence by predid- 
ing the miseries of his fubjp^s at a future 
period, in which they fliould be borne in 
captivity to the diftant banks of the Eu- 
phrates. 

He, who cenfures the fovereign, may 
wilh to become the favourite- of the peo- 
ple. To degrade by difrefpecS:, or abufe 
the higher orders of the community, is not 
unfrequently an eafy path to popular dif- 
tind:ion and applaufe. But the Prophets 
of Ifrael were not inflamed with fuch de- 
praved anxbition. Their predictions were 
in general equally offenfive to all orders of 
the flate. To flatter the wiflies of the 
multitude, to indulge them in their pre^ 
judices, to re-echo their fentiments, and to 
, facrifice even truth and virtue to their ca-r 
price and vicious inclinations, has been the 
uniform pra<9:ice of fadlious demagogues. 
The great Athenian Orator moft vigoroufly 
and fliccefsfully expofed thefe unmanly ar- 
tifices, whdn he warned his country mea 
againft the ipecious declaimers, who' prof- 

■ tituted 
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tituted the hobleft effufiom of genius to 
puf-pofes of flattery and de<;eit. It was in 
a ftrain of captivating but infidious elo- 
quence, that the ' falfe' prophets of Ifrael 
addreffed Aemfelves to the evil paffions of 
their hearers, and foothed their imagina- 
tions with pleafing but fanciful pidlures of 
profperity ; gave them aflurances of peace, 
when the banners of the enemy we.re. un- 
furled ; and promifed ferenity and fiinfhine, 
when the fky was already darkened by 
the clouds, and agitated by the whirl- 
wind. 

How different was the character of the 
real Prophets ! Though peace and fecurity' 
were the ardent hope arxd fondeft wilh of 
their countrymen ; yet to their cotenjpo- 
raries and their iirimediate focceffors, they 
generally predifted fevere calamities, and 
fometimes even inevitable ruin. The roll 
of the Prophet was written within and 
without, with lamentation, and mourning, 
and woe. The forrows of defeat were em- 
bittered by anticipation ; and flavery ap- 
peared with aggravated horrors in the myf- 
tic vifions of futurity. 

With 
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,. With equal freedom they declared them- 
selves the irreconcileable enemies ' of ido- 
latry. They reprefented it as an impious 
p;'pvocatiori of divine vengeanpe, degrading 
to the dignity both of the creature and the 
Creator. Yet the prppenfity of the Jews 
to idolatry was unconquerable. It was in- 
djjlged in oppofition to, the declared will;, 
of God, and \yith , a fearlefs defiance ; of 
his almighty power, even while they yet; 
ftrongly retained in their memory innu- 
merable inftances of his miraculous a<3:s, 
both of mercy and of vengeance. It was ' 
indulged, vvhile his fword was yet uplifted 
in their caufe, and while the air was flill 
tainted with the peflilence, which their 
former idolatries had provoked him to fend. 
Yet notwithftariding the univerfal preva- 
lence of this 9rime;^the Prophets, neither 
publicjy favouring, nor fileatly negledting 
it, boldly held it forth as the coni^ant ob-. 
jedl of their enmity: In their folemn ad- 
dreffes to. the people, they inveighed againft 
them as- loaded with this particular fpecieS' 
of iniquity, as degraded by fuperftition the 
darkeft of errors, and blackened by ingra- 
titude the bafeft -of. crinies. All the mofl 
Ibathfome and terrible images of nature 

were 
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were fele(fled, as refemWances both of theif 
fm and their punilhment. It is not fur- 
jprifmg, that a race of Prophets, proceeding 
thus in determined opposition to the inve- 
terate propeniities of 'the multitude, far 
from attracting reverence or conciUating af- 
ffe(ftion, Ihould .be conftantly expofed to re- 
lentlefs perfedutions, to mockery, to irifult, 
and to death ; the objed:s of common ma- 
lice and common deteftation ; condemned 
by the rulers, and yet unpitied by the peo- 
ple ^ > 

The candid enquir.er will combat equki 
difficulties, if he endeavours to afcribe the 
coiiduft of the Prophets to the bafe defire 
of pecuniary advantages. It is by no means 

•= Even the Infidel allows, that the Prophets of the Jew- 
i(h people were expofed to the fevereft hardfliips. Alluding 
to thefe hardlhips, the Letters of 'certain Jews to M. de Vol- 
taire contain the following fentence : " Even according to 
you (viz. Voltaire) moft of thefe holy men reaped nothing 
from their labours> but the hatred of kings and iht con- 
tempt of nations, perfecution, exile, death. Vol. i. p, 598. 
, So general, indeed, and indubitable were the hardfliips 
endured by the Prophets, that they have been cliofen by a 
modern Infidel, as one of the faireft fubjefts for the indul- 
gence of fcurrilous deridon and " low buffoonery. (See Phi- 
lofophy of Hiftoiy.) 

probable. 
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probable, that a fucceffion of impofters 
Ihould have contitwaed their arts through 
fo many ages without deted:ion. Had the 
accumulation of wealth been the principal 
aim, , to which theif eridea¥Ours had been 
directed, who can believe, that wc ffeould 
difcover among them thofe exalted 'pea;- 
fonages, who were of all men the leaft liicly 
to be allured by fuch unworthy and trifling 
emoluments i It cannot be fuppofed, tfeat;, 
under fuch circumftances, we fliould jfind 
in the number of the Prophets, Daniel, the 
favoured minifter of the Babylonian mo- 
narch, Ifaiah, -diftinguiflled by a noble and 
perhaps a royal birth> and David, the power- 
ful and profperous fovereign of liirael. 

Again, Prophecy was exerted with more 
than common fpirit in feafolis of penury 
and diftrefs ; when little profit could rea- 
ifbnably be expefted »from hearers, who 
either languilhed in captivity abroad, or 
were plundered and impoverifhed by a vic- 
torious enemy at home. 

The general fubjeds of their predi<a:ions 
are proofs of their integrity. The com- 
munications, which, in the awful name of 

God, 
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God, they ufually made to the moft ex- 
alted charadleps in the community, were, as 
I h'ave -already had occafion to remark, ge- 
nerally unpleaiing and fometimes even tre- 
mendous. Thefe were, furely not the 
means beft adapted to infpire gratitude 
or fecure reward. Flattering promifes and 
pleafing pictures of the future would, on 
fuch pccafions, have been held forth by 
impoftors. " Come and curfe me this 
people," fai'd the king of the Moabites to 
Balaam, " and I will promote thee unto 
very great honour, and I will do what- 
foever thoii fayeft unto me." Thbfe were 
the, offices, for which the rulers of king- 
doms and the leaders of armies were wil-; 
ling to recompenfe the mercenary prieft, 
to load him with riphes, and to inveft him 
with honours. But the Prophets of Ifrael, 
in general, like the feludlant Balaam on 
this occafion, were unwelcome mefTerigers 
tcr their kings, and confined their predic- 
tions to lubjeds of calamity and difgrace. 

Had their efforts been direded to tj^e 
accumulation of wealth, they would either, 
like, the Heathen priefts, have enjoined, 
their yotaries to approach, tjiem vvith rich 

and 
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and.fplendid offerings, or, like the authors 
and fupporters of Papal corruptions, have 
reprefented the protedion and favour of 
HeaVen las abundantly indulged to thofe, 
who Ihould exert tReir charity in the fer- 
vice of God and his miriillers. But ex-' 
cept in thofe figrial iiiftances, where their 
rank entitled them to opulence and diflinc- 
tion, poverty and folitude, voluntary nnior- 
tifications, and a contempt of worldly pomp 
and pleaiixres, appear to have almoft uni- 
formly marked thefe holy men of God, 
Far from ' coveting riches, or feeking the 
means of voluptuoufnefs, they were " gene- 
rally influenced, by- the fame meek fpirit 
with' him, who was fed by the birds of 
Heaven at the folitafy brook of Cherith, 
and who ate his humble but miraculous 
meal with the pious widow of Sarepta. 

To thefe obfervations it may be added, 
that in almoft every age of the Jewifh hif- 
tory, a compliance with the unconquera- ' 
ble propenfity of the people, in cultivating 
th© fraudulent rites of Heathen fuperfti- 
tion, would have opened the faireft prof- 
peft of ample and immediate wealth. And 
had the Prophets been adluated by worldly 
T motives. 
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motive?, had they not felt the influence o£ 
an infpiring and oyer- ruling Ppwer, they 
would have accommodated their religious 
principles to their temporal interefts, would 
have fled from the temple/ when it was 
deferted by the people, and ^ould have 
uttered their predidions with equal in- 
difference at the altars of Moloch,, or in 
the {an&.na.iy of Jehovah. 

Having endeavoured to ftiew the abfo- 
lute unreafonablenefs of afcribing to im- 
pofture the condud; of the Hebrew Pro- 
phetsi I fliall proceed to examine, whether 
it was not equally remote from the phrenzy 
of enthufiafm. 

In entering ijpon this difcuflion, it may 
be ufeful to recolledlj that there is a wide 
diftindtion between zeal and fanaticifm. 
The former was boldly and unremittingly 
exerted by the Prophets of IlraeL The 
divine chafafter, which they aflumed, ab- 
folutely required this exertion, and could not 
otherwife. be fupported. They declared, 
that they were commiffioned in a folemn. 
and moft wonderful manner, dufing the 
courfe of an extraordinary interpofitiojp, by 

the 
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tlie almighty ^uler of tlie univerfe. It 
may reafonably be fuppofed, that men, ' 
who came forth in fo' divine a charadler, 
Would difplay the moft ardent zeal, arid 
adhere with unfliaken fidelity to their God, 
notwithftanding the general prevalence p^ 
idolatry, or even the unlverfal „apoftaly of 
the. people. 

With this zeal the Prophets of Jfrael 
were cbtiftantly animated. But let not its 
holy fervour be miftaken for the wi\6. and 
lawlefs emotions of fanaticifm. The caufe, ^ 
in Which it was exerted, was diredlly op- 
pofed to that, iri which fanatics are ufual- 
ly engaged. They are accuftorfled to be 
roufed and inflamed ihto a;dlion by unufiial 
convulfions of the ftate, or by fudden 
changes in government and religion. But 
the faicred Prophets, far from favouring a 
fpirit of turbulence, or yielding to the al- 
lurements of novelty, were chiefly animated 
by the defire of perpetuating the venerable 
manifeftations of the Deity, which had 
been made in remote antiquity, of ftrerigth- 
[ ( eriing the attachment of the people to that 
Gpd, whom their- fathers had worlhipped, 
of preferving entire the jdligioiis eftablilh'^ 

T 3 ' ment. 
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njient, which had defcended to them from 
their anceftors, and of fecuring the con- 
timiance of a" theology, whith, 'having pre- 
vailed throygh a long fiicceffion' of ages, 
was perpetually endangered by th'e fickle- 
nefs natural to the multitude, an4 by the 
pernicious e:^amples of the furrpunding na- 
tions. 

- , The c;ondu<3: of the Prophets w^as not 
marked by the wild extravagancies, vvhich 
are ufually the offspring of fanaticifm. 
lihey inflamed not their hearers to bold 
and ambitious enterprizes ; lior kindled the 
heated imaginations. of a fadlion ; nor fired 
the impetuous fury of the multitude to 
Hidden violence and outrage. 

The length of time, through which ihey 
£ovrl(hed, is an additional proof of juft and 
properly diredied zeal. The vifionary. is 
fcon cpnfurixed in his own fire. The flame 
is to6 intenfe for long cointinuanee. The 
phrenzy either eyhaufls his ftrehgth, or 
gives birth to extrsivagancies, which dif- 
grace and ruin his caufe. Thus the fpirit 
of licentious enthufiafm, which prevaile4 
in Germany at the peripd of the reforma- 
tion, 
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ti.on,arofe arid died away within the cdrapaft 
of a few years. But the Prophets of Jehovah 
continued their predidions, with few in- 
terruptions, through' many fucceffiv'e gerie- 
rations. The prophetic mantle was deli- 
vered down in a kind of hereditary de- 
fcent. The light of infpiration, like the great 
luminary of day, flione forth. from age to 
age, without exhaufting its power, or do- 
ing injury by its heat; 

The uniformity of principles arhong the 
Prophets is equally ftriking with the clr- 
cumftance of their long continuance. Fa- 
naticifm could not thus proceed in an even 
and uniform tenor, and upon one uninter- 
rupted plan. Its diredlion would havp va- 
ried with the fluAuations of public opi- 
nion : its fentiments would have been 
changed in compliance with the capric« or 
phrenzy of its feveral votaries. But the 
Prophets, a^rifmg in long fucceffion, never 
-deviated, as I "have already more fully de- 
fcribed in a former LeAure, from one 
comprehenfive fyftem, fublime in its na- - 
ture, complex in its parts, and lingularly 
difficult to be unfolded. They laboured 
without ceflation fr9m century to century 

T 3 to 
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to refifl: the idolatrous propenfities of the;r 
countrymen, to recommend the pure and 
fimple worftiip of Jehovah* to open the 
fcenes of futurity with a clearnefs gra- 
dually increaiing, -and tO| develope one con^ 
ne^ed and harmonious fcheme of revela- 
tion, defcending through all time, and 
connected with all nations. 

Even the exalted fituation of fome of 
the Prophets may juftly fecfure them from 
the charge -of fariaticifm. The high of- 
fices, with "which they were Ibmetimes in- 
vefted, ought to place them far above the 
fufpicion of a vifionary fpirit of wildnefs. 
Religious hypocriiy has often been artfully 
adopted by fuccefsful innovators, and by 
bold and ambitious leaders. But religious 
fanaticifm owes its birth to a weak ^nd 
precipitate temper of mind, which is pecu- 
liarly unfavourable to the fubtle and ar- 
' duous -defigns of ambitiori. All ages have 
abounded with religious fanatics. But 
where can one be found, who, exalted like 
David from, the iheep-fold, filled, through 
numerous years, the throne of a large and 
profperods- kingdom, and left it as an in- 
heritance to his children; pr who, emerg- 
ing' 
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ing, like' Daniel, from a ftate of ignomini- 
ous .captivity, direded through a long life, 
and under fucceffive monarshs, the admi- 
niftration of the gfeateft empire of the 
world ? i 

If then the- Books of the Prophets did 
not owe their birth either to impofture or 
fanaticifm, they could only be delivered 
under the influence of Divine infpiration. 
This is the high and holy chara«5ler, to 
which they uniformly a^ert a claim. Let 
us therefore finally examine, whether the 
general complexiori of their writings ap^ 
pears to fandlion and confirm fuch preten- 
fions. '' 

, ' An affe<Sion or ftroiig prbpenfity of the 
mind, which is cherifhed during a long 
period, and permitted to govern bur fenti- 
ments and adlions, cannot be iridulged in 
fecrecy, cannot be concealed from public 
obfervation. It will be uriintentionally ma- 
jiifefted on a^ thoufand trifling occafibns. 
It will imperceptibly intermingle itfelf with' 
anions, with which it is not neceflarily 
conne6led, and ' give a tinge even to put 
remoteft thoughts and expreffions. Thus 

T 4 when 
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when the mind is depirefled by misfortunes, 
and overcaft with gloom and.defpondence'; 
or, Vhen enlivened by hope, it indulges 
the fallies of joy and romantic expeftatiori; 
s in either cafe, it imparts the chara^er of 
the particular feeling to the gerieral tenor 
of our fentimentSj^nd gives a diftinguiftiing 
colour to our intercourfe with iociety. 
Our profeffional employments, in propor- 
tion'' to the zeal with which they^ are pro-' 
fecuted, determine in ' a confiderable 'de- 
gree the dittinguifhing ■ character and ge- 
neral complexion of the mind. Into hif- 
clerical and poetical compolitions the fen» 
timents' of the writer both political and 
religious imperceptibly infmuate themfelves, 
and beftow a peculiar Call on the" body of 
the work. Though the real defign of the 
poet may be pleafmgly veiled under a fable 
or an allegory, yet it. breaks forth on fo 
many occafions in the courfe of the narra- 
tive, that it cannot efcape the notice even of 
the mofl carelefs and fuperfxcial obferveri 

From thefe fthfervatlons, it appears al? 
moft impoffihle, but that the principal ob-. 
je£t intended in any long feries of writingsj 
pr zealous order of men, mufl: of neceffity 

be 
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be clearly expofed to the notice of the ac- 
curate and. unprejudiced enquirer, lln di- 
recting oxir attention to the Hebrew Pro- 
phets, for the purpofe of arriving at a 
knowledge of their real aim, we difcover, 
that to fupport the honour of the true 
Gedj and the authority of his revealed Re- 
ligion, was the fole defign, which they ei- 
ther openly avowed, or* feemed in any way 
to favourl While we are totally unable to 
reconcire their conduft. with the views 
either of impoftors or e'nthijfiafts, this prin- 
ciple may:eafily be fhewn to have been con- 
ftantly anci. unremittingly, purfued through 
every period of their long and extraordi- 
nary hiftory. It was, always adlive, always 
kept in view. Like the fpirit of life, vvhich 
rrioves even the mihuteft particles of our 
frame, it pervaded and animated the whole 
fcheme of their Revelation. The nobleft 
feelings of the foul were awakened by it^ 
influence. It difplayed itfelf fometimes in 
the loftieft conceptions of the Deity, fome- 
times in the fevere in^^edliveofhoneft indig- 
nation, fometimes with a manly force of ar- 
gument, and fometimes with the tender per- 
fuafions of pity, of gratitude, and of love. 
Xhe hypocrite will occafionally betray him'- 
~ ' .' ■ ■ - felf 
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felf through madvertence; the mofl: cautiotis 
*yill fometimes leav.e himfelf unguarded : he, 
who pofleiTes the object defired, amidft ,the 
triumph of the acquifition, may heedlefsly or 
from oftentation difcoyer the artifice, which 
he has previoufly employed: he, who^epofes 
in fancied fecurity, may no longer be anx- 
ious to conceal the means, which facili- 
tated his fuccels. But never did the Pro- 
phets of Ifrael betray any private or tem- 
pioral aim, or deviate, even in a fmgle in- 
flance, from the pure and fublime object,, 
which they avowedly laboured to attain. 
In weajth and' in poverty, in triumph and 
in defeat, wheii feated like David upon a 
throne, or like Ambs tending the herds, 
tbpy invariably declared themfelves to be 
employed as the minifters of Jehovah in 
Revealing his will to mankind. 
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. EZEKIEL ii. 4, 5. 

I DO SEND THEE UNTO THEM ; AND 'tHOXT 
SHALT SAY UNTO THEM, THUS SAITH 
THE LORD GOD. f. 

AND THEY, WHETHER , THEY WILL HEAll, 
OR WHETHER THEY WILL FORBEAR, (POR 
THEY ARE, A REBELLIOUS HOUSE,) YET 
SHALll KNOW, THAT THERE tt'ATH BEEN 
A PROP'kET AMONG THEM, ' 

J: HE early ages of nations have been uni- 
formly diflinguilhed by the popular belief 
of a fupernatural gift of Prophecy. A fup- 
pofed acquaintance with futurity gratifies 
the curiofity of man, and, is peculiarly cal- 
culated to delight and overpower his ima- 
gination. ) He is :.naturally anxious with 
refpedl to the probable- events of future 
■ , ■ times. 
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times, the confideration of which awakens 
fome of his ftrofigeft piaffions. The more 
deeply he expe'dls to be interefted in them, 
the more powerfully he feels, the alterna:te 
afcenda^cy of hope and of fear, which 
fuch a prelcience is calculated to excite. 
Aftoniflied at efFefts, of which, from .the 
feeblenefs of his inteHeftxial powers, he is 
unable to affign the caufe, and alarmed at 
appearances, th? confequences of which lie 
out of the reach'Of his penetration, he re- 
curs for affiftance to the revelations of fu- 
perior beings, and receives with reverence 
whatever he fiappofes them to difclofe. 
Not yet enlightened by fcience and civilir 
zation, he is -unable to examine and detedt ■ 
the grois fallacies of the pretended Pro- 
phet, in whom he creduloufly ffepofes con- . 
fidence;: while the gloomy fuperftition, 
which at fuch an early flage of fociety, 
univerfally prevails, enforces upon him a- 
blind and unfufpedting affent. From the 
influence ^ of thefe caufes, the belief of a 
fpirit of Prophecy has always exlfted in the 
infant ftate of fociety, whether we examine j 
the records of the favage and gloomy 
hordes 6f the North, or the milder and 
morefimple condition of primitive man- 
ners 
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uers in the Eali; or attend to the mftin^ft-; 
ive fuggeftions of nature as , manifefted in 
the inhabitants of the weftern hemifphere. 

Even civilization, when arrived at its 
moft perfeft ftate, and intell|p<3:ual . im- 
proyement, when^ advanced to its utnaoft 
height, are unable completely to difpeLthe 
illufion. - They may tempjer its grofTnefi 
and veil its abfurdities : -they may par- 
tially weaken its influence and deprive -it 
of feme ,of its moft illuftrious. votaries ; 
but, ^unlefs affifted by the authority of the 
Chriftian Religion, they can neither eradi- 
cate it from the minds of the ignorant and 
fuperftitious multitude, nor wreft it from 
the hands of the pplitician, w'ho employs 
it as a powerful engine of government, and 
.an ufeful iijftrument of ambition. 

m ' 

Let not this Believer, however, be dif-«, 
couraged,, nor the Infidel prefumptuoufly 
hope to triumph, becaufe the numerous 
fiiperftitions of the world, equally with our 
holy Religion, lay claim to a fpirit of Pro- 
phecy. ■ The pretenlio'ns of Ghriftianity to 
this decifive proof of a fupernatural inters 
pofition are fupported by evidence totally 

unat- 
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unattainable by impoftors. In every point 
of view, -in which we contemplate the 
Prophets of truth, the divine nature of 
their miffion moft clearly and forcibly ap- 
pears. Even from the' detail of minute 
cirGumftances^ conneded with their holy 
officej additional arguments- may be de- 
rived, by whic^ our confidence in revela- 
tion may be invigorated and confirmed. 

On a fubjeA fo awful and momentous 
as that of' a miraculous communication be- 
tween the great Creator and his humble 
creatures, by the agency of infpired minif- 
ters, it may witnout prefumption be ex- 
pefted, that all the'circumftances relative 
to the OPENING and final close of fo 
wonderful an ' intercourfe, together with 
the MEANS employed and the object in-' 
tended, fhould be in no refped: unworthy 
of the high and holy character implicated in 
fuch confideration. It is my intention, 
therefore, on the prefent occafion, to invef- 
tigate the particular parts of the fubjed:, to 
which I have juft alluded, for the purpofe 
of difcovering farther evidence in favour of 
the infpiration of the Prophets. 
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A, teftimony fingularly ftriking, in proof 
of the divine origin of facred Prophecy, 
appears at the opening of the wonderful 
fchenie. In tracing back the hiflory of Re- 
velation, it is reafonable to expeft, that when 
we have arrived at the rhoment of its com- 
mencement, it tvill appear in its, native 
purity, urifuliied by piortal corruptions. As 
the river flows with increaiing clearnefs, 
when we afcend towards the fountain : fo 
religion, it may juftly be ftippofed, will 
bear the moft manifeft, marks of divinity, 
when , we have reached the aufpicious pe- 
riod, in which fhe firft descended from 
Heaven. 

1 

If we esiplore the early ftate of Pagain 
Oracles, we ihall find, that they fhrink 
from the application of this juft and rea- 
fonable teft- Though the Chriftian be- 
lieves, that they originated in a corrup- 
tion of the traditions refpe<9:ing the real 
reveilations of the Almighty, yet fo humi- 
liating and bafe were the circumftances at- 
tending their firft inftitution, according to 
the accounts of the idolatrous^ nations, in 
which they were either invented or pre- 
ferved, that the fimple recital of theni will 

fearcely 
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fcarcely ' beco/ne the " ferioufiiefs and fo- 
lemnity of the place, in which we are af-» 
fembled. They were fuppofed to be in- 
fpired by deceafed mortals. No cauft;, 
worthy of a divine interpofition, and pe- 
culiarly operating at thgit particular mo- 
ment, is affigned for their, commencements 
Even the moft celebrated Oracfes^ of anti- 
quity arofe uponoccafions the moft' unim- 
portant and puerile, which the imagina- 
tion can conceive. They were the dif- 
gracc of rational mari.. And they exhibit 
a ftriking inftance of the low ftate of de- 
gradation, into which the Almighty per- 
mitp his'creatures to fmk, when they have 
departed from the knowledge of his re- 
vealed will, and proftituted their reafon in 
the fervice of fiiperftition. 

How awful and iublime was the fcene> 
with which theChriftian Revelation opened! 
It proceeded froltn the one God, pure, fpi- 
ritual, and invifible, the maker and the pre- 
ferver of worlds, the high and mighty One, 
who is from evetlafting. It began in the 
infancy of nature, with the firft inhabi- 
tants of the earth, from whom have been 
derived all the nations of the globe. It 

was 
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■was occafioned by circumftances the 'mofl: 
inlerefting and awful, which a reafonable 
being can contemplate ;; the fall of a new 
race pf creatures by fin, and the benevolent 
intention of the Creator to reflore them "to 
life and immortality. 

From thre origin of Prophecy, let us di-^ 
redt our attention to its final clofe. When 
the divine infplration of the real Prophets 
had ceafed, the Pagan Oracles no longer 
littered their predlftions. Yet no caufe, in- 
dependent of Chriftianity, and arifing from 
their own nature folely, can be affigned 
either for their ceflation or their continued 
filence. No important end. had been at- 
tained, by the aecomplilhment of which 
their future operation was rendered unne- 
ceffary. - The fame circumftances, which 
had fo long occalioned their deluiive reign, 
feemed to require their uninterrupted con- 
tinuance through all fucceeding ages. The 
impoffibility of affignirig a ready and ade- 
quate reafon, for the entire departure of the 
prophetic fpirit, may be juftly inferred from 
the futile and fanciful conjedlures, by which 
the wondering Heathen attempted to ex-^ 
plain its ceflation. The Poet and the 
y Prieft 
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Prieft excited a popular belief that the in- 
fpiring Deity had yielded to mortality, and 
was no longer numbered among the Gods. 
While the grave and inquifitive philctfo- 
pher % with a credulity fcarcely lefs culpa- 
ble, declared, that the exhalations and va- 
pours, which had been the inftruments of 
in^iring the prophetic phrenzy ''> had at 
length, from continued ufe, exh^ufted their 
virtues ; and that, hence, the difappohited 
votary flept in vain, upon the bank, which 
was confecrated to the Deity, or drank of 
the llream, by which he hoped to be in- 
fpired. 

The real caufe of this extraordinary 
event, the Pagan'was either unable to dif- 
ce^n, or unwiUing to acknowledge. As 
ihe Heathen Oracles originated in the per- 
verfion of true religion, fo their final de- 
parture was dccafioned by its wide and 
glorious difFufion. When Chriftianity be- 
gan to prevail, the evil fpirits, who had 

» Plut. lib. de defeft, Orac, Julian, apud Cyrillum, 1. vi, 
^ Even Ariftotle and Pliny the Elder fuppofed, that cer- 
tain exhalations from the earth offcafioned the phrenzy, iii 
which the Oracles, called Natural, were delivered. Ariftbt.' 
}ib.'de MundQ c'.iv. p. ii, Plinius. I. ii, Nat. Hift, c. xciJ. 
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probably on fome occafions affifted, though 
in a limited mar|ner, the artifices of hu^ 
man impofture,, were no longer permitted 
to.exercife their malignant power. , Their 
authority gradually declined i and the frauds 
to which they had given countenance at 
length were fully terhiiaated. ',^ 

• When the pretended ipirit of Prophecy had 
departed, no veflige of the Oracles remained, 
which regarded fuceeeding times. Thepre- 
di<3:ions had no reference to futurity, ,and <ii{- 
tant generations were totally uninterefted 
in their effufions. When the temples were 
clofed, and the priefls had deferted their 
caves, their influence among mankind fi- 
nally ceafed ; and they have been of no 
more confequence to pofterity, than the 
4lTiemory.of the multitudes, whom they had 
"deceived, and the ravages, which they had 
impioully fan<Sioned. Such has unifornlly 
beenrthe fate of deception. The volumes 
of the Sibyl, which;, ^during the ages of the 
Roman republic, were fo often apparently 
confulted for the purpofe of deluding the 
ignorant populace ; when the temporary 
purpofes, ^which jthey favoured, had been 
obtained, were (difregarded and ibon con- 

u J3 _ iigned 
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figned to oblivion. In the fame manner/ 
the Sibylline ' verfes, invented during the 
early progrefs of Chriftianity, v^^ere unable 
to endure the fcrutiny of liberal and un- 
prejudiced enquirers, and have generally 
been condemned" as a contrivance of im- 
pofture, by all ifucceeding ages. ' 

The fate of the Heathen Oracles in later 
times has been not unworthy of their caufe. 
Among the great mafs of mankind they 
have funk into entire oblivion. By philo- 
fopHers they have "been regarded as decep- 
tions, and have been treated fometimes 
■with contempt, and fometimes with de- 
ferved negleft.. Their myftetious rites, ex- 
plored by the claffical fcholat, and ijiquifi- 
tive antiquary, have been exhibited as ob- 
jeds of plea/ing .though ba^rren curiofityi 
and fometimes they . have been brought 
forward by the tlieologian as a fecondary 
argument in favour of real infpiration^- the 
' authority of which is ftrengthened by a ju- 
dicious and candid comparifon with the 
moft -celebrated and fuccefsful .-fyftems of 
prophetic impoflufe. 

The Gift of Prophecy, which, through a 

Jloag' 
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Jong revolution of ages, had gradually pre- 
pared the way for Chrlftianity, was with- 
drawn fooh: after its promulgation, becaufe 
the grand objecft was accorriplifhed, for 
which it • had been originally imparted. 
The roll of facred Prophecy, had been dif- 
clofed for the purpofe of becoming an in- 
ftrumcnt of the divine governmeht among 
a chofen people, and , of affording a mira- 
culous teftimony to the character and doc- 
trines of the divine Founder of our holy 
Religion. When the Jewilh polity was 
diflblved, and when the Savioiir of man- 
kind had concluded his benevolent work, 
and 'the Gofpel was tiriumphant over tlie 
world, the fpirit of infpiratibn for ever dif- 
appeared. Far from being oppofed in its 
farther progrefs, like the Pagan Oracles, by 
tlie over-ruling infliienci^ of a fuperior 
Deity, or an hoftile religion, it clofed its 
.career at a moment peculiarly favourable 
to its farther exertions. Tjliat particular 
Revelation, to the truth of which it had 
borne the mofl; decifive and unqueftipn- 
able evidence, was beginning to pofTefs an 
unbounded influence among mankind, and 
. was confequently enabled to afford an ad- 
ditional fandlion, to its divine pretenfions.- 
u 3 Vv^hile 
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While the condition of the Jewifli people, 
to whom the communications of the divine 
fpirit had been almoft exclusively imparted^ 
feemed at that important aera more efpe- 
cially to require the comfort and aflurances 
of divine Prophecy. They were about to 
be expofed to the moft tremendous cala- 
mities, to civil diflentions, and a foreign 
invafion, to the miffiries of a fiege, the de- 
ftruftion of their city, the diflblution of 
their civil polity^ and a long difperfion of 
their tribes. It is amidft thefe awful fcenes 
of national diftrefs, that pretenders to di- 
vine infpiration moft commonly arife. And 
let it not be forgotten, that in feafons of 
fxmilar calamity and defpdndence in paft 
pges, the communications of the Prophets 
had been moft frequently and moft earn- 
eftly imparted to the people of Ifrael. Had 
facred Prophecy, therefore, been a mere 
human artifice, the ftrongeft reafons feemed 
not only to favour, but imperioufly to de-- 
mand, its longer continuance. It was, 
however, withdrawn, beCaufe the fublime 
fcheme was completed, for the due. unfold- 
ing of which it had originally been dif- 
played. The eff?6t ceafed, vyhen the caufe 
no ionger operated. 

.But 
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But though numerous ages have elapfcif 
fince the Prophets terminated their labouxs; 
yet their writings engage the curiofity, and 
are connefted with the dearqfl: intercfts ^nd 
itioft exalted hopes of the prefent inhabi- 
tants of the earth. Time, the great foe of 
impofture', has confirmed manyof their more 
remote predidions, and thus has augment- 
ed the general force of the evidence, whicH 
they afford. The generation now living, 
though in circumftances in fome refpedls 
different, is nojefs interefted in them, than 
was the favoured people, to whom they 
were originally fent. The, general charac- 
teriftics, and the diftinguifliing peculiari« 
ties of fo^ie of the moft remarkable na- 
tions, at preferit exifting in the world, were 
defcribed by the ancient Prophets with al- 
moft the fame accuracy, with which they , 
ma,y now be traced by the eye of the be- 
iiolder. 

The Ghriftian, indeed, preferves with 
the mofl vigilant attention thofe precious 
and holy remains, upon the credit of which, 
in addition to other inconteflible evidences, 
he has enlifled uhder the banners of a fpi- 
?-itual Redeemer, and cherifhed the fiire 
F 4 and 
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and certain hope of a refurreftiQn to eter- 
nal Jife, 

Hence the veneration, with , which thefe 
Oraqles have been received among man- 
kind, has been worthy of their importance 
and their truth. When tb^ difpenfation 
was terminated, during the progrefs of 
which they had .been gradually delLvjered, 
they were carried forth from the contradled 
limits of, Ju<^ea, and propofed to the world 
at large in an age, peculiary diftinguiflaed 
by liberality of fentiment, juftnefs of critl- 
ciftji, and philofophical feveri-ty of invefti- 
gation. Yet among the numerous nations 
of the earth, united for the firf^ time by 
one connefting government, in the com- 
mon exercife of reafon and of tafte, they 
forced their way to general notice, and 
were at length received with uniyerfal af- 
fent by the whole civilized part of mankiiid. 

At a later asra, upon the revival of learn- 
ing) after lying for centuries, together with 
genuiae Chriftianity, in the grave of igno-, 
ranee and darknefs, they came forth in 
their original purity, and excited the im- 
mediate attention of the .theological fcho- 

lar. 
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lar. "During the three l|.ftcenturiesj which 
have been marked by peculiar accuracy 
and freedom of refearch, they have been 
fubmitted tp the examination of numerous 
enquirers, unc6hned:ed with the facred mi- 
niftry, and uninterefted in the fecular emo- 
luments of religion ; whofe names no fcho- 
lar- can. pronounce without enthufiafm, and 
no Chriftian can hear without veneration. 
They have not only endured the fevere 
ferutiny of thefe eminent and ijupartial 
critics; but even acquired additional irn- 
portance .and authority from their unqua- 
lified approbation and unfhaken belief. 

So juft, indeed, and forcible are the' 
claims of the facred Prophecies to univer- 
ial belief, that even the Jewifli people, to 
whom they were ^originally addrefled, flill 
continue to conteftiplate them wfth un- 
diminilhed vene^-ation. Though th^y have 
exifted' through many centuries, fuffering 
the moft tremendous infliftions of Almighty 
vengeance in confequence of their ftubbdrn 
rejefti^n of the Chriftian Religion, the di- 
vine nature of which has been maintained in 
oppofition to their incjedulity partly upon 
the authority of t'l^efe very Prophecies ; yet 
. . , ' ■ they 
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they firmly perfevere in regarding them as 
the produdions of the oninifcient God, and 
expeft their full acGompHlhment in future 
according to their owti erroneous interpre- 
tations." '■' 

The advantages/ which refult from an 
intimate knowledge of the circumftanees 
conneded with the operiirig and final cloie 
of the great fcheme of Prophecy, will be 
confid«rably heightened by the farther pro- 
fecutibn of our enquiries. The means, 
w^hich the Prophets employed, and the end, 
which fhey uniformly purfued, when- clear- 
ly and fully underftood, become peculiarly 
inftrumental in appreciating their veracity. 

The more exalted is the office aflumed, 
the more ftriking are the charafteriftics ex- 
pelled. Thofe, who prefent themfelves to 
the notice of mankind, as mihifters ern- 
ployed for the folemn purpofe of maintain- 
ing an immediate and extraordinary inter- 
courfe between the Creator and the crea- 
ture, undoubtedly aflbme the loftieft cha- 
rafter, which can claim the attention, or 
demand the reverence of an human being, 
If, therefore, 6ie means adopted, by thofe 

who 
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who pretejjtd to fuch a charader, be artful, 
bafe, and myfterious, and the end pjropofed 
be local, temporary, atid mejrely human, it 
is not unreafonable, that doubts Ihould be 
entertained of the reality of their Divine 
miffion. While on the other hand, our 
convidion of theit adtual infpiration will 
be confirmed, if it fhair appear, that the 
oppofite qualities .uriqueftionably predomi- 
nate ; and that the charadleriftics difplayed 
are altogether worthy of the ex^alted Being, 
wbofe Revelation is prefumed tp' be un- 
fplded. 

Thefe bbfervations rnay be applied with 
lingular effed:, in the progrefs of our far- 
ther enquiries , into facred Prophecy. While 
the Hebrew Prophets exhibit the digni- 
fied charadteriflics of a real Revelation; 
the Heathen Oracles abundantly prove, that 
thofe charadteriftics will not be fpund a- 
mong the falfe pretenders to infpiration in 
the depraved fyflems of fuperllition ^nd 
jmpoflure. 

When we 'contemplate the means in- 
vented by the priefls of ancient Poly theifm 
for the pretended purpdfe of obtaining a 

kriovy^- 
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knowledge of the will of the gods, bur afton- 
ilhment is ftrongly excited by the "divet^ty 
of unworthy -modes ' adopted. They were 
generally unmeaning; and ibnietimes even 
bafe in the extreme. They lower the dig- 
nity of our nature ; and might be ex- 
pe6led rather in an Indian tribe, a Tarta- 
rian horde, or a favage clan of Africa, than 
in the bofpm of r,efined and civilized fb- 
ciety. And they manifeftly prove, that 
mankind, even when adorned with- the 
higheft intelledlual jmprovemerit, become 
debafed and degraded in their nature, if 
iiiperftition be permitted to obtain- its dire- 
ful afcendency over the mind. 

The Oracles of Greece and Rome uttered 
their predi(9tions, not in fiidden and unex- 
pedled effiafions, when inlpiration irreiiftibly 
apprbaohed,'and utterance was impelled by 
the divine and overpowering fpirit : bilt 
only at regular hours in the accuftomed 
ieafons of divination. At the delivery of 
the pretended revelations, in the higher 
kinds of divination, the moft palpable de- 

■^ See potter's An.tiquities, v. i. in which maybe found"* 
an accurate enumeration of the principal kinds of divina- 
tion ufed among the Greeks. 

s ' ^ ceptions 
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ceptions ** were generally pra6lifed, to giv& 
folemntty to the fidlitious rites, and delude 
the ignorant votaries. The moft moun- 
tainous countries were ufually felecSed by 
the priefts for the imaginary refidenfce bf 
the infpiring Deity'. They ereded theii 
temples : and confecrated their altars in 
woods and groves, amidft the awful gloom 
of fblitude. They fent forth their voices 
from the caves of the niountains.^lhaded by 
branches, and clouded with incenfe. The 
Sibylline bdoks, the principal fpurce of pro- 
phetic inforrnation among the 'Romans, Were 
cpnfulted only by the moft illuftrious ma- 
giftrates of the republic, and in ieafons of 
danger &nd turbulence alone, in which it' 
was neceflary to overawe the minds of the 
people, by the pretended admonitions of 
Heaven, ' and , an authority, from w:hich 
there could be no appeal; The Grecian 
Oracles imitated the power of miracles, by 
means of a machinery, the detection of 
which exceeded the ability of an' illiterate 



^ Eufebius Praepar. Evang. 1. iv. c. a. "fheodoret, Hiftv 
Ecclef. 1. li. c. 22. ' ' ' ' 

" See Virgil, .^neid 1. vi. v. 42. See the account of 
the Oracle at Delphi in Strabo 1. ix. Ifaiah xlv.' 19. 

and 
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and credulous multitude. They aglfatec! 
and dfeibrmed their countenances by eclia- 
fies and trances artificially produced; and 
profanely reprefented tl^e hideous appear- 
ances, _which were the confequences of 
fuch violent ^efforts, as the overpowering 
emotions of the Deity, by whom they pro- 
fefled to be infpired. The attendant myf- 
teries-awed the; trembling worfliipper into 
a religious iilerice, and folemn apprehen- 
fipn, which, while they heightened the 
fan6tity of the prophetic ceremony, -re- 
preffed fufpicion,'and intimidated the moll 
daring cufiolity. But though, at the mo- 
ment of infpiration, the body was appa- 
rently convulfed, and the moflrftantic gef- 
tures were diiplayed, yet the language ut- 
tered by no means exhibited a correfpon- 
dent energy. Far from being dignified by 
the fublimc^ ideas, which are connefted 
with the contemplation of facred fubjedls ; 
or marked by that majeftic fimplicity, 
which accompanies the difplay of the di- 
vine will ; or elevated by that holy and en- 
thufiaftic fervour, which may be expefted 
to be kindled by the immediate intercourle 
of the creature with the Creator; it was 
peculiarly unimpaffioned and mean, as well 

as 
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ag incorrect ^. The- poet and the Critic, the 
'mercenary minifters of fuperftition, were 
frequently cpncealed within the inyfterious 
receffesof the temple and the cave^, for 
the purpofe of alEfting the imperfedions. 
qf the. prieftefs. The expreffions were not 
only pbfeure, but often equivocal, and eaiily 
capable of two interpretations ''jjdireftly op- 
pofite the one to the other. By thefe am- 
biguities the credulous , votary was milled, 
dnd the moll difaftrous confequences pro-, 
duoed. Hence the wealthy Lydian mo- 
narch boldly croffed the ftream ; and the 
lols of the kingdom was the effe(9; of his 
ungrounded cbnfidence. 

From thefe arts of bafe and palpaUe im- 
pofture let us dired: our attention to fcenes 
altogether worthy of a n^oft ferious confi- 
deration. 

The firft Revelations of Jehovah to man- 
kind, as recorded in the facred Writings, 
are the moft awful and fublime, which it is 
in the ppwer of the imagination to conceive. 



^ Plutarch, lib. de Pythiae Orac. "'^ e Id; 

^ Cicero de Divinatione I. ii. &(L ^$, 

,: and 
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and can only be contemplated with fc- 
lemnity and ferious devotion. The Deity 
himfelf is reprefented as deigning perfbn- 
ally to appear, and. open the wonderful 
fcheme of Prophecy by the mbft bene- 
volent promife, which could be made to- 
fallen man. At a later period the high 
and mighty One fometimes fpake from out 
of Heaven ; fometimes was he difcdvered irt 
the midft; of the burning bufh ; fometimes 
«^d he reveal his divine glories, ineffably 
effulgent, amidfl: the folemn folitude of na- 
ture ; and fometimes did he appear with 
clouded majefty in his temple. 

Duririg the infancy of the world, the 
holy meffengersof the Almighty frequently 
vifited the' venerable Patriarchs: and while, 
in the difcharge of their high miffibn, they 
difclofed the fcenes of futurity, they unveiled 
to mortal eyes the glory of celeftial intel- 
ligences. 

When angels had ceafed to defcehd 
'among a corrupted race of men, the hu- 
man Prophet was infpired by the Holy 
.Spirit, a Perfon of the ever bleffed Trinity, 
the lord and giver of life, from whom was 

derived 
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derived the aflonifliing power of fufpend- 
ing the laws^of the univerfe. 

The Prophecy delivered vy^as frequently 
^CGoiiipaiiied by fsme immediate act of 
Ohahipotence. The. prediSion was uttered, 
and) the miracle .performed in the public 
ftredts in open day, and before a nutilerous 
affembly of with'effes. No myftery, not 
mdchanicBtr effort was attempted. The 
Prophecy was diftinftly delivered, and the 
miracle fimply effected, without effort, and 
without oflentation. Though, in conform- 
ity with ofte of the great ends purpofed by 
the Almighty in his wonderful fcheme of 
Revelation, the expreflions adopted were 
fometimes defignedly obfcure till the com- 
pletion of the predicted events; and though 
they Were occafionally capable of receiving, 
and were adlually intended to bear, a dou- 
ble meaning, yet they were not ambigtious,; 
they could not even in a fingle inftance 
be juftly a;ccommodated to contrary inter- 
pretations : while, in the greater number, of 
inftances the predictions were fingularly 
clear, were intelligible before the feafon of 
accomplifhment, and, the event having 
come to pafs> were calculated to ftrike the 
X mind 
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mind with peculiar force, by the perfeft 
coincidence of the Prophecy with the pcr. 
currence. 

The exa^ words, in whiph the Jacred 
Oracles were- couched, were received by 
the moft exalted charadlers: in the commu- 
nity from the infpired , perfbns by whom 
they were .delivered, and were preferved 
"with the moft religious; fidelity. They 
were admitted, in the earlier ages of the 
Jewifti theocracy, into the ark f, and, after 
the reign of Solomon, into the temple of 
Jeruialem. Beforethe iinal clofe of infpi-: 
Nation under the Mofaic ceconomy, they 
were daily recited in the temple at Jenir 
falem as a part of the fervice of God. And, 
in order that they might be preferved from 
the poffibility of coi^ruption, the fentences, 
the words, and even the letters were numr 
bered. 

With refpedl to. tl\e peculiar excellerice 
of the prophetic writings, it is not fuffir 
' cient to obferve, that the Prophets digni- 
fied divine -poetry with lofty imagery, which 

.; ' Peuteronomy xjfxi. 2^. ' 

is 
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15 fometlmes difplayed in the romantic bold- 
nefs of an eaftern mind. It has alfo been 
maintained, that even the moil celebrated 
poets of antiquity were rivalled, and in fome 
inftances excelled, by the infpired writers. 
Virgil, the fuccefsful imitator of the great 
Grecian Bard, the grace and pride of the 
mofl: profperous age of Roman grandeur, has 
been reprefented as cold and weak, even 
.upon a fimilar futged;'^, in corhparifon with 
the expreffive'and daring imagery of Ifaiah : 
and no fimilar produdlion, it has been 
urged, in all claffical antiquity, can vie* 
with the fublirne and animated ode, where- 
in the fame Prophet predid:ed the fall of 
[Babylon. It has alfo been frequently and 
ftrenuoully afferted '"j that the productions 
of Horace and Anacreonj of Pindar, Calli- 
machus, and the Greek tragedians, have 
been excelled by David and the infpired 



" See Virg. Eel. 4. 

' See Bifliqp Lowth on Ifaiah xiii, and Michaelis, 
"" Lowth, Praeleft. ap. compares the Hymns of the He- 
brews, in celebrating the praifes of the Deity, with thofe of 
Homer and Callimachus. The fame writerj in his letter' to 
Warburtori, compares the Prophecies of Balaam with the 
pdes of Ho.mer. 

X3 com- 
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compofers of the Hebrew Odes and Hymnsi 
in juftnefs of fentiment, boldnefs of tranfi- 
tion, fervour of poetic enthufiafm, happi- 
ftefs of dranaatic efFedi:, and the variety of 
exquifite fenfations, which affed: the heart 
and overpower the mind : — that in the 
ftrain of tender and pathetic lamentation, 
the elegiac productions of Ovid and of Ti- 
buUus, will be found inferior to thofo of Je-i 
remiah ;— --that even the flmple wildnefs, 
the vehemence, and the tremendous dig-^ 
nity of ^fchylus ", has not produced paf- 
fages fuperior to fome of the grand ima- 
gery of Ezekiel ; — and that the expreffions 
of the Roman fatirift, who, amidft the enor- 
mous corruptions of the capital, arraigned 
the vices of his countrymen in a flirain of 
the moffc f^caftic. feverity, though they 
-V\'ere excited by an honefl indignation, and 
invigorated by an uncomnaon genius> are 
lefs ftril^ing and energetic than the invec-^ 
tlves of the Prophets of God againft the 
difobediejice and idolatry of ^eii; ungrate- 
ful countrymen. ^ 

• " See LoWfh. GrotiiiS porotjares :E?ekkl with Homer. 
See -the Billiop of Lincoln's Chriftiah Theology, v. i. p. Wj. 
See ^Ifo Ne^yco^le■s Preface to kis, Ezekiel. 

Inde-- 
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independently of the corn par ifon -v^hlch 
has thus been eftabliflied between indivi- 
dual compofitions in claffical and Hebrew 
antiquity, the general fuperiority of the in- 
fpired Prophets, over the moft celebrated 
poets of Greece and Rome, has beeil 
repeatedly and flrenuoufly maintained ^'. 
Whether the opinion be altogether juft, it 
Ihall not be my bufitiefs to enquire. Even 
if the fuperiority be not allowed to the in- 
ipired writers, it is fufficient for my ar- 

' gumeint, that the comparifon has been in^ 
ftituted by men of the moft extenfivB eru- 
dition, and of exalted genius ; and tliat) in 
their eftimation, the writings of the Jew- 
ifli Prophets have been thought worthy 
even of being brought into competition 
with thofe produ<flions of tafte and genius, 
which have been regarded through all ages 
as the moft fuccefsful efforts of the human 
mind. . Let the refponfes of Heathen di^ 

'Vination be examined : let them be corri- 
pared with the Greek and Roman poets. 

" AddifoH. Speftator, N°. 453. Sir W.Jones's works, 
V. i. See Sir I. Shore's Pifcourfe as Prefident of the Afiatic 
Society in Calcutta, May aad, 1794. See alfo the opiniou 
of a celebrated Frtsnbh writer quoted by Newcome in his 
Preface to Ezekiel. * 

X 3 "• The 
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The idea canlhot be endured even for a 
moment ; the inferiority is too palpable : 
the boldeft Sceptic, however" he niay have 
laboured in general and indiicriminate af- 
fertions to compare the Pagan Oracles M?ith 
facred Prophecy, has not ventured to infi- 
nuate an equality in this important point. 

Such were the dignified njeans employed 
by the Almighty in the courfe of his divine 
Revelation tlttough . the agency of his holy 
Prophets. 

The wonderful and momentous end, 
which was propofed by Chriftian Prophecy, 
is another corrgborating teftlmony in favour 
of its diyine origin. The degree of credit 
due to any long feries of -j^rediftions, ,tnay 
in fbtne meafure be afcertained by the im- 
portance of the objedl, whicih they are in- 
tended to attain. The Deity, it may be 
prefuftied, will not rnanifeft himielf to his 
creatures by fuch fupernatural means, ex- 
cept for purpofes of tfanfcendent and uni- 
versal importance, A divine manifeftation, 
whick is gracioufly given to favour the 
caufe of virtue, or to promote the welfare 
of mankind, muft, even in the fpeculations 

of 
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of the {Jhilofopher, alone appear worthy of 
that exalted Being, by whom the world 
was mdde, and the face , of man created. 
The farther a religion recedes in its ulti- 
mate obje<ft froni this Tchenie of conlpre- 
henlive benevoleqce, the ftfonger doubts 
may be reafonably entertained of its excel- 
lence and of its truth. Upon this momentous 
point, Chriftianity lays claim to a decifivfe 
fuperiority. The fuperftitions of the world 
exhibit indubitable ligns of a mortal origin. 
The religion of CKrift is ftamped with the 
feal of divinity. The former originated in 
fidiion, and were -degraded to ,the ufes of 
impofture. Some human purpofe, fome 
perfonal purfuit, fome national aim, formed 
the principal fubje<5l of the pretended in- 
ipiration. The Prophecy was confined to 
a lingle people, or a favourite hero, to an 
infurrediion, or a battle, to a fyfhem of na- 
tional aggrandizen^nti the pride and folly 
of the day, and to fchemes of pleafure and 
profperity, which were, bounded by the 
grave. It was given to flatter caprice or va- 
nity, to indulge the lawlefs fellies of arribi- 
tion, andfometimes even to fan6l:ion the un- 
worthy efforts of hypocrify and injuftice. 
X 4 Such 
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Such are the features which may na- 
turally be expeded to diftinguilh all pre-: 
tended prophecies : and fuch was the ge^ 
neral character of the Greek and Roman 
art of divination. Among the higher or- 
ders, of fociety, who by their opulence were 
enabled to revyard the venal effufions of the 
prieftefs, the Oracles were relbrted to, and 
the prophetic anfwers were given in the 
moft unimportant occurrences of private 
life P, altogether unworthy of an interjpofi- 
tion of the Deity. In healing a difeafe, 
in leading forth a colony, in laying the 
foundations of a city, and in promulgating 
a new fyftem of legiflation, the aufpicious 
declarations of the mercenary prophet, were 
carefully procured. When an ambitious 
demagogue was preparing the chains of 
.fervitude for his free born fellow citizensj 
when a viftorious enemy was hovering 
round a metropolis, ; when the populace 
was either inflamed to madnefs, or de- 
prefled into defponde^ce ; then was the 
prophetic influence applied, and the book of 
fate opened. The favourable report of the 

f Eufebjus Praepar. Evang, I, ii; e. ap-. 

augurs 
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augurs W&5 carvfidered by the B-omafiS ai a' 
fewrity equally, ueqeflkry to the fuccefs of 
qn expedition as the valour pf the legions, 
or the ability ot the comtpapder : and th^ 
artnies of the republic matched forth tq 
u^iverf^l enjpire, auimated \>y the flatten- 
ing pfedidions of the prieft§. Ev«a th^ 
qrafty polities of Philip % mi the eftthu-*' 
liaftitc fpirit of AJexandef , iealled in the aid of 
infpiration, and fo}QQthe4 their w*y to vic- 
tory and empire, by the sufpici^ias CQna- 
munications of the gods of their qquw- 
•try'.; ' 

Jf Jewifk Prophecy had be^n ii^tettded:^^ 
-iolely to promote the tqinporal profperity 
of the IfraeUtes, to infpire thena with eon- 
fidenee againft the armies, of the Philif- 
tine^, or to eftabhfli , the throne of Jerufa- 
km in the family of David, it might have 



« Tbs ^tAin-mfkin of the Pj''^'^*' priefiefs, of which De* 
Bjofthenes complaiHedj is wejl knowp. Perialla, a Pythian 
prieftefsj was deprived of her afficg oji account of her being 
cornipt^d by one of the Cleprtienes's, king of Sparta. 

"■ For proofs of the frequency of divination among the 
ancients upon fuch occafions as thofe enumerated in thi» 
p^r^gr^ph, tse Cicero de PiviHa,tiQng, ^^ i, 2. 

been 
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been thought to fmk to the common level 
of fuperftitlous predicftions, and would per- 
haps have been ranked with the numerous 
omens and portents; which are recorded 
by Heathen hiftorians. It is true that 
thefe national ends were frequently at- 
tained by a fubordinate and fecondary ufe. 
The Jewilh government, being under the 
immediate direction pf Jehovah; he aw- 
fully manifefted his paternal love and pro- 
tedion in its divine difpenfation through 
the medium of Prophecy. 

But though temporal fuccefs was fome- 
times the fubjedl of the iacred predidions, 
yet it muft: not be confidered as iheir fole, 
or even principal objed. The holy men 
, of God, who Ipake "as the' ipirit gave them 
utterance, went not forth for the purpofe 
of iwelling the pride of the Ifraelites, of 
nerving their arm for viftory. No : they 
were employed to convince a people of 
their wickednefs, and call them to repent- 
ance ; to deliver the pure preempts of found 
iriorality ; and to preferve from abfolute 
■extindion, amidft a corrupt and impious 
world, the knowledge of the true God. 

They 
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They flrenuoufly endeavoured -to withhold 
one aiation, at leafl, from burning incenic 
upon the altars of. Baal, and from facri- 
fieing infant innocence to the gloomy 
.power of Moloch ; to alarm them into 
piety by a , vifib|e difplay of iniraclcs, 
and to overpower them with an i-rre- 
iiilible convi<9;ion of the fuperintendencc 
of the one fiipreme Being, by Prophecies 
publicly delivered, and often fpeedily fxil- 
fiUed. 

This was doubtlefs an aim peculiarly 
dignified; and fufficient to exalt the. He- 
brew Prophets beyond all cbmparifon above 
the priefts of Heathen fuperftitions. Biit 
they diredled their labours to a ftill naorc 
exalted end. Under the influence of that 
benevolent Being, who rejoices in the hap- 
pinefs of all his creatures, they carried oil 
the divine fcheme of univerfal redemption^ 
When man had debafed his nature by fin^ 
and was become fubjedl to death, infpired 
by the Almighty, they opened the great 
fcheme of -Revelation, which propofes,i as 
its ultimate obje<9:, the everlafting falvation 
of the whole human race. Independent 

of 
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of kingdoms and of empires, they qait 
fortli as heralds to prepare the way for fl: 
Son of the Moft High. In this lofty chi 
ta&.CT, they proclaimed the future appeal 
ance of that exalted Perfonage, who, ne^ 
leftirtg human praife, and averfe from terr 
J)6ral dominion, fhould, by voluntary fuffe 
ings and an ignominious death, /eunite tl 
human race to God, and reftpre them 1 
the hppe of a joyful immortality ; Ihoul 
promulgate a pure and moft benevolei 
fyftem of moral and religious duty ; d( 
nounce eternal punifhment againft hare 
ened finners, and enfure to the righteoi 
a life of everlafting happinefs. At his corr 
ing, it was decreed by divine Wifdon 
that the bloody altars of Moloch fliould 1 
overthrown, and the ftar of Remphan 1 
clouded in petpetual darknefs. Before tl 
brightnefs of his prefence, all the objeds i 
Heathen idolatry, all the imaginary deitii 
of Greece and Rome, were gradually 1 
difappear. Till at length his Religioi 
pure and fpiritual, founded on perfedl m( 
rality and rational piety, promoting pea( 
on earth, and conducing man to Heave 
fhould triumph over worldly luperft 

tion 
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tions, and unite all the inhabitant? of 
the globe in one bond of facjfcd bro- 
therhood and love, obedient to their com-- 
mon Redeerjier, and protedted by th? uni^ 
yeffai Qod, 



■■ / 
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DANIEL X. 14. 

NOW I AM COME TO MAKE THEE UNDER.^ 
STAND WHAT SHALL BEFAL THY PEO- 
PLE IN THE LATTER DAYS. 

In -referring to the prefent times, I have 
9,lrea4y alluded to one important circum- 
ftance, which forcibly obtrudes itfelf upon 
the obfervatibn of the ferious enquirer. 
Many of the moft remarkable predid:ions 
in the facred "Writings are at this hour re- 
peiving their accompliftiment. 'We ate 
enabled to bear witnefs to their comple- 
tion from a knowledge of fadls acquired by 
perfonal experience. 

As this circumilance ifeems peculiarly 
calculated tQ avtgment the foice of the ge- 
neral 
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neral 'teftimony, I fhall make it the prin- 
cipal fubjedl of the prefent concluding 
Difcourfe. - , 

The evidence from miracles, in fupport 
of our holy Religion, produced a more 
powerful and immediate conviction in the 
mind, during the firf! propagation of Chrif- 
tianity, than it is capable of effecting in 
thefe later ages of the world. They Avere 
then prefented t6 the fenfes ; but the truth 
of them muft now depend upon the force 
of human teftimony. The yifible perform- 
a.nce of a miracle i§ a morje powerful in- 
ftrument of converfion, than the moft au- 
thentic narratives of fuch fupernatufal ef- 
fefts. The metaphyficaV fubtleties, Which 
are now= vainly tiffed for the pufpofe of 
proving the abfolute inconspe^fiee ©f all 
human teftimony for the confirmation of 
a miracle, would ; have been nugatory and 
abfurd, if th^y had been ad4reffed to thofej, 
before vt^hom the- wOndefful work had been 
recently difplayed. In the age of fupefna- 
tural interpofitions, therefore, the Sceptic 
indulged his doubts upon the peculiar nature 
of that Power, which was- able to fufpend 
the regular order of phyfical caufes and ef- 

'• f6<Ss.. 
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fedls. Through fubfequent ages it has 
been his chief endeavour to deny the real- 
ity of fuch a fufpenfion : what he does 
not behold, he- is unwilling to believe. "^ 
That, which is reported to have occurred 
only in a remote antiquity, and among a 
patticular people, he prefumptuoufly ven- 
tures to ' determine, has not occurtfed at 
all. 

Of a miracle, which has been performed, 
jio traces in general remain at any diftatfit 
period. Like the lightning, it appears fof 
the, moment, and then is withdrawn for 
ever from the: view. When the divided 
waters- of the fea'h^d returned to their an- 
cient courfe, every veftige of the wond'er was 
rernoved. When the man, reftored to life, 
was again, brought down to the grave, no 
vifible^ effedis of his refurreAion remained 
to affift the belief of pbftenty. Among the 
innumerable a.<Ss of ^ fupernatural interpo- 
sition, with which, in the early ages of man- 
kind, the progrefs of divine Revelation was 
accompanied, in a few folitary inftances, 
on the mountains of Sinai and near Je-- 
rufalem, fome durable marks were im- 
prefled upon natural objects, which, though 
■ ;'•''- , T ' juftly 
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juftly entitled * to the affent of the ferlou?' 
and unprejudiced enquirer^ are yet infuffi- 
cient, perhaps, ta remove the doubts and 
command the belief of the Sceptic: and 
they are alluded to^ on the prefent occa- 
iipn, not as teftimonies irt favour of mira- 
cles, but as proofs of the general defedl of 
fuph a fpecies of evidence in theiy fup- 
port. 

The nature of a prophecy, in the pecu- 
liar Gircumflance now under confideration, 
is direftly opposite to that of a miracle. 
Time,, which diminifhes the almofl: irre- 
ijftible. efficacy of the one, gives additional 
ilfieiigtii, and authority to the other, A 
predifftion, at the mojpent in which it is 
delivejred, receives credit in proportion to 
the faith of the believer. But; the event, 
in which a prediftion is completed, is cal- 
culated to impel convidion in all thofe, 
who can ascertain its reality by perfonal 
obfervation, and can cortipare it with the 
previous defcription of the Prophet. 

».See Dr. Shaw's Travels, p. 35a. and Pocock's Travels, 
p. 148. See, alfo Bifhop Clayton's Vindication pf the Old 
Teftament. 

As 
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As we retrace the hiftory of the divine 
government among the Jews, the higher 
we afcend, the number of prediftions ful^ 
filled becoities proportionally diminifhed. 
Prophecy has been juftly denominated a 
growing evidence. Each lucceeding gene- 
ration accomplilhes particular prediftions ; 
and thus, without diminilhing the force of 
thdfe^ which preceded them, adds hurribers 
and Weight to the general evidence. ' 

- To thefe obferv^tidns it rhay be added, 
that a courfe of ages, fo long as to confiitute 
a very corifiderable portion of allpaft time, 
has intervened bet^teeri' the deli^fefj and- 
the fulfilinetit of thbfe predidions, which 
refpe<3: the prefent conditidn of mankind. 
Revolutions in Ibciety the mbft ftrange and 
unexpe6led have. fined taken places and 
confequently the exifl:ing ftate of the king- 
ddiTis, in which the refpeftive completions 
occur, muft be inftantly allowed to be to- 
tally unconnected with that, which wa;^- 
exhibited to the view of the Prophets. The 
predi6lions> therefore, which are now re-, 
ceiving their accbmpliihment, are clearly 
•xempt from all fiafpicion of having been 
Y 3 placed 
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placed within die reach of human fagacity 

and forpiight. - ',.:•.. 

Furthermore, in the ancient world, an 
opinion was generally prevalent, that fa- 
voured individuals," in all nations, and wn,der 
every iyftem of religious worlhip, were en- 
dued with a power of divination. Hence, 
no perfbn, an liraelite alorfe excepted, ;who 
witneffed the completion of an Hebrew 
Prophecy, could reafonably be expedled 
on that account to allow an higher degree 
of credibility to -the Jewifh religion, than 
to his own national fuperftition, the mi- 
nifters of which, he deemed equally capa-' 
ble of revealing the^ fecrets of futurity. In 
the prefent age fuch an opinion is altoge- 
ther renounced. While t^e unfounded 
preteiifions of all the fyftems ^of worldly 
fuperftition to the art o£ divination, have 
been univerfally withdrawn ; Chriftianity 
l^ill continues to . adyatjce and vindicate 
this decifive proof of a divine dplcent : and 
he, who from his own fpeculatiqn upon pbr 
jefts immediately fubmitted to his fenfes, 
is obliged' to admit the juftnefs of thefe, 
pret^nCons, does not feel the force of thp 

tefti- 
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teftlmony weakened by the contending 
claims of rival fyftertis of religion' to a fi- 
niilar fpirit of prefcience;; * ■ ' 

Thefe confiderations induce us to che- 
rifh the hope, that Prophecy, from the for-' 
tunate circumflance of its affording in, 
many inftanccs, like a vifible miracle, a 
ftriking objedl to the fenfes in thofc eventSjt 
by which its reality is confirmed, may be 
rendered a powerful inftrumeht at the pre- 
fent day in converting the Infidel, or fixing 
the faith of the Sceptic. ' 

In order to give the utmoft poflible ef- 
fedl to this peculiarly forcible teftimony, 
the prefent ftate^ of all thofe nations, in 
which the prediAions of the ancient Pro- 
phets are verified, fhould be ' recommended 
to' his ihoft earneft corifideration. LrCt him 
caffc his ey& over the map of ou> globe : 
let him contemplate the vaftnefs of its ex- 
tent, and the variety of realms, into which, 
it has been divided : let him- bear in mind 
the great number of centuries, which have 
elapfed finte the delivery of the laft of the ^ 
long train of Jewifh and Chriftian predic- 
tions : and then let him dirdft his attention 
' Y 3 , to. 
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to all thofe nations now exifting under fuch 
cirojimftances as to afford vifible and moft 
decisive proofs of their exaft completiqn. 

If he hefitates to yield implicit credit tp 
thcdefcriptions o/ the traveller, and is un- 
willing to repofe entire confidence except 
in objed:s fubmitted to the pvidence of 
his own fenfe^, let him go forth, and fur- 
vey the fevpral countries, in which the ac- 
compliftiment, of tb? refpedliye ProphecaeS 
is at this moment taking place. Jv^t him 
begin his refearches in the E^ft, which has 
been at once the favoured feat and the 
principal fubjedl of Prophecy. As he ad- 
vances on his way, let hinj contemplate 
the fate of the feven cities ^, which werfe 
once the gJory of Afia Minor, and the o^fnars 
ment of the early Church of Chrift. In 
the days oj" the Prophet they flouriftied in 
nearly the fame ftate of Splendour and of 

* For the prediftions refpeftin'g 1;he feven Churches ftft 
Revelations i. ii. For the circumftances in their prefent 
condition ' illuflratiye gf the truth of the prediftion, fee. 
Smith's Sept. Afiae Ecclef. Notit; Rycaut's prefent ftate of 
the Greek Church. Wheler and Spon's Voyages. Van Eg- 
mont and Heyman's Travels. See alfo Gibboji's Hiftory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, v. i. c. i^, 16. 

, power. 
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power. But they now appiear in the ex- 
a<3: condition, to which they were relpeft^ 
ively dobnied. Oif the five, fpecifically 
named, of which the, entire fall was pre- 
didled, the melancholy ruins will atteft ahd 
iUuftrate the truth of the Prophet. Thya- 
tira, in which the i pious Lydia refided, and 
Laodicea, the head of fixteen bilhoprics, 
are reduced to a ftate of- entire delblation. 
A few miferable hamlets, the habitations 
of Ihepherds, which have been eredted 
fimidft the ruins of temples, palaces, and 
theatres, and in which no Chriftian Church 
is eftablifhed, are now the fole remains of 
Pergamos, the capital of a celebrated em- 
pire, of Ephefus, one of the eyes, of Afia, 
and of Sardis, the opulent feat of the L/y- 
dian monarchs. The tw^o remaining cities, 
the prefervation of which was promifed, 
ftill retain fome portion of their former 
magttificenc©, Smyrna, in particular, which 
was to have the crown of life, flouriflies 
in a very confiderable ft^te of profperity : 
while in Philadelphia, which has been kept 
from the hour of temptation, the holy rites 
of Chriftknity are obferved under the go- 
vernment of Muffulmen, and near the 
roofques, of Mahomet. 
> ' ' Y 4 Upon 
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„> Upon the ipot) on which Tyre was 
built, he will behold only a flupendous 
mafs of ruins ; and he may even mark the 
folitary fifhermen'', who in exadl ;confirma- 
tion of the words of the , Prophet, fpread 
their nets over the rocks, which were once 
covered with towers and palaces. 

Frorn the coaft of ancient Phsenicia, let 
him dire<El bis enquiries to ' the great rivers 
of Mefopotamia. On the banks of the 
Euphrates, he will be deterred from wan- 
dering over- the foundations , of Babylon 
from; a juft and lively apprehenfion of the 
noxious animals, which inhabit the ruins. 
Near the waters of the Tigris, he may ex- 
plore the ancient fituation of Nineveh : 
but his refearches will be inefFeftual. No 
yeftiges of that vaft metropolis remain : its 
very, ruins have perilhed ; and the time is 
now corn e, in which hemay afk in the 
daring and expreffive language of the an- 
cient Prophet ; " where is the dwelling of 
the lions, and the feeding pjace of the 
young lions' "^ ?" 

<^ Shaw's" Travelsj p. 330^ Maundrell's Travels, p. 48. 
Volney^ V. ii. c. 39. 
_ "^ Nahum ii. 9. 

, In 
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In returning thrcpgh the Holy Larid, 
le't him fecolleft the uncommon fruitfi^- 
tiefs, with which it; once was bleffed j and 
then .contemplate its prefent extraordinary 
barrennefs, Within the region, where the 
Prophets uttered their prediAions, let'him 
recur to their precife expreflions " ; and he 
will be convinced by the evidence of his 
own fenfes, that even the qualities of na- 
ture have been iiibjedied to alteration, in 
confirmation of the truth of Prophecy *. 

In fome part of the Holy Land, the de- 
fcend^nts of Rechab may be prefented to 
his obfervation. Tw^o thoufand^ four hunr- 
dred years Bave elapfed fmce it was pro- 
mifed to their pious anceftor by Jeremiah^, 
that there fhould nqt be wanting a man of 
his family to ftand before the Lord, for 
ever, Amidft the moll .remarkable fluc- 
tuations of human fociety, and the extinc- 

* Leviticus xxvi. 35. Ifaiah i. 7, 8^ 9. Jeremiah xii. 
10, II. 

' The barrennefs is fo ftriking, that Infidels have frequently 
■aflerted the abfolute impofEbility of maintaining within the 
limits of the Holy Landjhe numerous inhabitants, which 
the.Old Teftament'fuppofes to have been refideht^ ' 

s Jeremiah xxxv. 18, 19, 

tion 
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tion or .extermination of all the famines, 
by whom they have been furrounded, they 
have miraculoufly furvived ^. They conti- 
nue, to the ^refent time^ to preferve the 
• cxad: ilate, in which they were originally 
jjlaced during the iife of the Prophet j and 
thus exhibit to the modern traveller a vifi- 
ble and unequivocal teftimony of the in^ 
fpiration of the holy men of oid. 

When he has defcended through thp de- 
fert into Egypt, he will inflantly obferve 
an exaft completion of the words ' of Eze- 
tiel : he will fee that devoted country flill 
continuing in the w^retched condition, to 
which flie has been doomed through more 
than two thousand years. He will behold 
her, not exalting her head above others, or 
ruling over the nations, but diminiihed and 
fallen ; and, according to common eftima^ 
tioin', the bafeft of kingdoms, fubmitting, 
^s Are has long fubmitted, to the yoke of 
a foreign oppreiTor, ; - 



'^ See Brett's Narrative of the Proceedings of a great 
Council of the Jews in thp plain of Ageda in, Hungary, in 
16^0. 

' Ezekiel xxix. 14, 15. xxx. ij. 
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From this fruitful, but ill-fated covm- 
try, let him turn his attention to the de- 
ierts, by which it is partially furrounded : 
he will there fee the tribes of wandering 
Arabs, preferving at this d&y the peculiar 
featjiriBs of national charader, with which, 
in the patriarchal age, it was prediAed to 
the inother of Ifl|imael, the founder ^ of 
their t^ce, while he was yet concealed in 
the womb, that his pofterity Ihould be dif-r 
tingv!iiftied. Though, in conformity with 
the promife of the angel, they have been 
multiplied almoft beyond number: yet they 
have not adopted the cuftomary forms of 
fociety, nor feized the favourable oppor- 
tunities, which they have enjoyed, of ad? 
vancemeivt in civilization and refinement, 
They are ftill wild: their hand is ftill 
againf]: every man, and every njan's hand 
\s againft them, 

Should he trace the Nile towards its 
fource, and tl^ence penetrate into the in- 
terior provinces of Africa, he vvill find the 
inhabitants of that quarter of the globe flif-^ 

fering at this day under the heavy curfe 

) 

■^ Genefis xvi. lo. i?. 
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denounced againfl their ancient progenitor, 
and exhibitifig the prepife appearance of 
fervi'tude, which is defcribed ih the writ- 
ings ' of Mofes. The inhabitants of the 
northern coafts b£ Africa, in which a fpirit 
of civilization has in fome degree prevailed, 
ftill generally remain in that ftate of fo- 
reign iubje<3:ion,* to which they were ori- 
ginally condemned by the Prophets ; while 
all the barbarous people of that ex:tenfive 
quarter of the globe, frorti the fhores of 
the Mediterranean to the extrfcme promon- 
tories, which prcgedl into the Southern 
Ocean, prefent to the eye an awful pic- 
ture of human nature in its bafeft and 
moft degraded ftate." 

But it is not in fmgle provinces alone 
that the traveller may witnefs the comple- 
tion of ancient prediftions. This accom- 
plifhment" difplays itfelf over the whole 
globe. It will be offered to his view in 
almoft every country through which he 
may pafs. Long .before the appearance of 
the divine Founder of Chriftianity upon 
earth, it was the conftant bbaft of the He- 



' Genefis ix. 2^, 26, 2'}, 

brew 
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brew Prophets, , that his benevolent reli- 
gion fhould be conimliniGated to the Gen- 
tiles, and without any. vident efforts, or any 
confiderable addition of mortal aid, Ihould 
eventually prevail among all the human 
race. The historian will inform him, that 
Chriftianity . was little ben'efi ted in its au- 
fpicious propagation by the worldly povver, 
or worldlj' ivisifciom of its moft fuccefsful 
miflibnaries ; while bis own eyes, where- 
ever he naay. diredl them, will convince 
him ojf the wonderful conlpletion of ;the 
ancient Prophecies in the calling of the 
Gentiles, and the wide effufioii of Chris- 
tianity. 'He will view the religion of Je- 
fus . triunflphant throughout all the nations 
of Europe*", the civilized parts of the im- 
menfe continent , of Ameri<ia, and the In- 
"dian iflands of the Weft. Among the 
iavage tribes, which occupy the woody 
and mountainous reeeffes; of the new hemi- 
fphere, he will fee it increafipg the num- 
ber of its converts, and extending its be- 



" Its preferit appartrit extinftion among the rulers of 
France may iiirely be confidered as temporary, and feems 
not to require any qualification^ of the affel'tion, which I 
have ma4e. 

nevolent 
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nevolent influence. He may foUtfvir tk^ 
miflionaries of the Gofpel to the iflaads of 
the vaft Southern and Pacific Oceattj to thd 
iandy wilds of Africa, and to the various 
nations which have been! laid open to the 
knowledge of Europeans by their com- 
mercial intfercdurfe with the Ea;fti 

Even thofe kingdoms once btefTed With 
Chriftianity, in which its light has been 
either partially obfcured by corruptions, or 
totally extinguiflied by a|)oftaiy, will exhi- 
bit to his vievV, in thefe very .circumftances, 
a ftrong teftimoriy in favour of the truth 
of divine !R.evelation. Within the walls of 
Confla'ntinople, i.nd ovef- the weftern pro- 
yinces ofAfia, the principal circumftances 
in the completion x>f the Prophecies, which 
relate to the Mahometan apoftiafy, cannot 
perha;ps be difcemed with exadl precifion 
in thefe later times. They occurred at the 
rile, and during the early progrefs of that 
wonderful impoflure. But the accurate 
obferver may contemplate the vifible ef- 
fedls, which fefulted from the comple- 
tion. He may fee the " fun and the air of 

" Revelations ix, a. 

■ , the 
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tke eaftern world ftill darkened with the 
fmoke, which arofe, whe^fV' the bpttGmlefs 
pit was opened. Amidft the violent con- 
vuliions, which, now agitate the kingdoms/ 
of Europe, he dilcerns, tit, maiy be, the aw,-, 
ful accompHfhment of tjje: ancient OraJes; 
of God- He beholds perhaps the tremen- 
dous operation of thofe ijiean^, which the^ 
Almighty in his wifdom may, employ in 
haftening the rujn of that fpiritualufurpf-, 
tion, of which the idiftjinguifhing ^features 
were delineated, and the certain fijbverlion. 
foretold: while through the ftates, in which, 
its declining authority is ftill acknowledged, 
and its fuperftitious rites : continue /tOf be 
pra<3,ifed, is exhibited a vifible,, - though 
faint reprefentation of moft of thofe enoi;- 
rnous, abufes, which were once permitted, 
to threaten even the utter annihilation of 
genuine Chriftianity, and which are fb 
ftrongly pourtrayed in the energetic dc- 
fcriptions of the Prophets. 

When he has obferved in the rcfpediye 
cQuntries the accomplilhment of various 
Prophecies,, let him dire6l his mofl: ferious 
attention to an appearance flngularly won- 
derful d^fplayed in all countries, and realiz- 
ing 
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itig one of'the cleareft, fuUeft, and mofi' 
extraordinary predi<flion Si which divine Wif- 
dom, has condefcended to deliver. Let him 
examine the fituation of the' Jews. We 
have already feeni that it is in its nature 
miraculous; and that the numerous and 
ftfiking peculiarities, by which it is diftin- 
guilhed, were clearly and forcibly fore- 
told. The confirttiation of thofe Prophe- 
cies in the Pentateuch, in Jeremiah, and 
in the Gofpels, whiqh relate to the prefent 
condition of that unhappy people, may be 
afcertained by the adlual obfervations of 
the molt common beholder in evfery king- 
dom of the globe. In Ghriftian, in Ma- 
hometan, and in Pagan countries, the de-, 
fcendants of Abraham univerfally abound :* 
and they afford alrnoft as viiible and deci- 
five a teftimony of the truth of Prophecy, as , 
the creation and the government of the 
world afford df the wifdom and. power of 
God. ^ 

Let the Sceptic contemplate with fe- 
rioufnefs and impartiality all thefe remark- 
able circumftances in the prefent condition 
of mankind, with which the defcriptions'' 
of the ancient Prophets thus accurately co- 
incide. 
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inci(Je. The reality of them does not , de- 
pend upon, opinion, which may fiudluate, 
or upon hiflorical evidence, which may in- 
fidioufly be reprefented as erroneous. They 
are objefts of fenfe : they are fadls fub- 
mitted to his perfonal obfervation. They 
(ire considerable iri number, and highly im- 
portant in their nature. They are great 
features in the portrait of the human race. 
It rhay, perhaps, be juftly afferted, that no 
period has occurred fince the inlpiration of 
the firfl: Prbphet,,,in which a larger portion 
of mankind, or a more extenfive range of 
territory has been employed by the Al- 
mighty in fulfilling his revealed decrees. 

When thefe confiderations^ have been 
imprefled upon his mind, and thefe fa<3s 
fiibmitted to his infpedion, if he ftill he- 
fitates, and is reftrained by apprehenfions of 
deception and impollure from yielding his 
entire affent, let him enqilire, whether de- 
fcriptive predi^ions of the prefent flate of 
cities,' kingdoms, and extenfive portions of 
mankind", either fimilar, or beariiig even 
the mpft diftant refemblance^ are evidently 
apparent, or can by the moft forced con- 
ftru<ftions be made even plmifibly to ap- 
z ' pear 
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pear in ^.ny other compofition of antiquity. - 
,The Greeks and Romans bo'afted of nu-^ 
i^ierous Oracles, which pretended to deve- 
lope the future fortunes of individijals and 
of ftates : many of their vaunted predic- 
tions have defcended to thefe later times : 
but do ^ they contain a prophetic picture 
of any of the extraordinary, charaderiflics, - 
which diftinguifli the prefent generation ? 
Have we not feen, that not one of their 
numerous priefts even attempted to difpel 
the 'gloom, by which remote events are ne- 
ceffarily concealed from mortal knowledge ? 
The mofl celebrated hiftorians recorded in- 
numerable prophecies, in which the pUf- 
fions of a fuperftitious people were pecu- 
liarly iriterefted : but do the annals of He- 
rodotus and Livy contain even the fllght- 
cft marks of any prefclehce refpefting the 
prefent condition of the human race .'' Do 
they in a fingle -inftance afford a proof of 
the acquaintance of their refpedlivc authors 
with the condition of any part of mankind 
in thefe later ages ? The ancient poets fre- 
quently broke forth in bold fallies of imagi- 
nation : the ancient philofophers frequently 
indulged thenifelyes in unreftrained fpecu- 
lations upori the poffible combinations of 

human 
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human ibciety. But where is the philolb- 
phef, and where is the poet, in whofe wildr- 
eft fallies, or moft licentious fpeculations, 
even a fingle clear and circumftantial de- 
fcriptipn can be found applicable to the con- 
dition of any one part of the moderji world? 

From thefe obfervations it appears, that 
the prefcience of fuch numerous and im- 
portant charadleriftics of the 'prefent ftate 
of manklrid is at once ftriking and unpa- 
ralleled. The fa(3:s, by which it is illuf- 
trated and confirmed, beiiig plated .wdthin ^ 
our perfonal obfervation, are fubmitted to 
the evidence 6f our own fenfes. They 
are indeed of the nature of a miracle ; 
and are admirably adapted to produce the 
fame unalterable convi(flioh of tbe inter- 
ference of a fupernatural Power, as would 
imrtiediatel^ refult from a vifible lufpen- 
iion of the regular order of the univerfc. 

I have now proceeded through the feve- 
ral parts of the fubjed:, which it has beeii 
my obje6l in thefe Lectures to inveftigate. 
Through the whole of the difcuffion, I' have 
cautioufly endeavoured to reftrain myfelf 
from indulging in hazardous conjediures. ' It 
z 2, ^as 
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has been my fmtere and earneft defire t6 
bring forward a feries of fuch fadls, and pf 
fbch obfer^atidns grounded upon fadls, as 
appear peculiarly calculated to convince the 
fcrious and impartial enquirers of the di- 
vine origin of one of the principal evi- 
dences, by which our holy Religion is con- 
firmed'. 

When the followers of Chrlft are re- 
quired toaffign a reafonable caufe for their 
belief in the Infpiration of the Prophets, 
they \Yill not, it is prefumed, appear either 
precipitate or injudicious in their decillon, 
if they reply in the"^ following terms. Be- 
ing convinced of the public appearahce of 
the feveraj parts of thefacred Volume prior 
to tbe^refpcftivs: occurrences illuftrative of 
the piE«.di<Sions, and perceiving an exaft and 
ftriking C9incidence between the prophecies 
and the events in which they were com- 
pleted, we felt ah earneft defire of know- 
ing, whether this coincidence might not 
be the effedl pf impofture, of human faga- 
city, of enthuiiafm, or of chance. Profe- 
culing our refeafches for this purpofe, w'g 
hav^ difcovered, that the Prophets revealed > 
events of the moil diftant times, that they' 

' ' '' ■', '' fre- 
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frequently 'defcribed the minute circum- 
ftances attending thofe events, that fome 
of the peculiarities predifted were unex- 
ampled in the age. of the Prpphets, and 
that the predi<5tions thus circumllantially 
detailed were very numerous : — ^that the 
occurrences fBretold were dften in the 
higheft degree extraordinary or improbable, 
and Ibmetimes even dire<5lly oppolite to 
thofe, which, to a mefe human fpeculator, 
muft halve appeared likely to take place : — • 
that the fubjedls of the predidlions were 
frequently hoftile, and fometimes inevitably 
ruinous to the worldly intcrefls of the Pro^- 
phets; and, therefore, fuch as it is not 
conceivable that an irtipolior would have 
feledled : — that the diftinguifliing charac- 
teriftics of the Prophets arid of their pre- 
didlions, are peculiarly adapted to the de- 
:6gn, for which Prophecy uniformly pro- 
fefled to have been given; and that the 
Prophets, if uriinfpired, appear to have 
been morally incapable of perfevering un- 
interruptedly through fo long a period, ill 
the profecution of fo complicated a defign, 
and of maintaining, with fuch nicety of 
difcrimiriatiori, the propriety of the feveral 
parts 7' — that the condiadt of the Prophets, 
' '" as 
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as recorded in thciOId Teftamentj is inex- 
plicable upon any principles of Humari po- 
Ircyyand can only be reafonably accounted 
for upon the prefumption of a divine agen- 
cy : — that the means, which they em- 
ployed, and the fiiblime objedl, -whiQl^ they 
purfued, together with the^circumftances 
attending the opening, and the final clofe of 
their fuppofed intercourle with the Deity, 
are peculiarly calculated to ftrengthen and 
confirm lis in our belief of their real infpi- 
ratiori :— ^and, laftly, that in cafting our eyes~ 
over the'feveral parts of the human race, 
we difcover the exaft completion of many 
clear and important predi<3;ions,.in the pre- 
fent condition of a great portion of the in- 
habitants of the globe. We confider all 
thefe circumftances taken coUedively as 
exhibiting an accumulatipn of evidence, 
which amounts to a moral certainty; we 
are utterly unable to refufe it o^r unequi- 
vocal ^ and abfolute affentj and we there- 
fore acknovyleitige the divine infpiration of 
the facred Prophets. 

When, in addition to thefe ' confidera- 
tions, we refie<3:, that the foreknowledge of 
events, which depend upon the will of free 
*.^ ■', agents 
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agents not yet in cjjiftence, evidently ex- 
ceeds the powers of any finite being, wh'e- ■ 
ther angel or evil demon; that it is as 
mariifeft a difplay of fupreme pexfedlion as 
the creation and prefervation /bf the vini- 
verfe ; and that it can only be imparted to 
man by revelation from God himfelf, we 
feel ourfelves moft forcibly compelled to 
believe, that the wonderful foreknowledge, 
which, is dilcovered in the facred Writings, 
proceeded from the high and holy mini-?- 
fters, whom he, in his wifdom, infpired. , 

There is not a fubjedl in theology more 
capable of imparting pleafure in the proie- 
cution thanjihat, which we have been in- 
vited to purfue in the courfe of theffe Lec- 
tures. It carries us back into paft ages, 
and interefts us in the moft important 
tranfadlions, which are recorded in the hif- 
tory of the human race. By the abfolute 
certainty, which.it affords of the interpofi- 
tion of the fupreme Being in the affairs oY 
the world, it is calculated to fill the mind 
with aftonifhmentj and a kind of facred 
delight. And when, in addition to ^thefe 
powerful confiderations, we reflect:, that it 
is one of the moft effedual rneans of bring- 
ing the creature to a more perfedl know- 
ledge 
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ledge of" the Creator, and of ftrengthcning 
the confidence of mankind, in divine reve- 
lation, we need not hefitate to prdnounce 
it the moft interefting and the moft mo- 
mentous, which can occupy the attention 
of a being, endued;, like man, with reafon, 
and formed for immortal life. 

It has been afferted by the philofbphic 
Infidel, that, if the Almighty had really dif- 
elofed his will to mankind, the revelation 
would have been written in the heavens. 
Such is the contracted wifdom of^ the hu- 
man mind. But that exalted Being, who, 
only knoWeth what is good for his crea- 
tures, in order to affift the imperfeftion of 
our nature, has given us a- Revelatipn, not, 

' like the afFed:ions, inftindlively rifing in the 
foul, not, like- the great obje<3;s of creation, 
Ipontaneoufly expofed every moment to 
- the fenfes, but dependent upon the exercife 
of our underflanding, and fupplying frefli 
mednfe of conviction at every repetition of 
our enquiries. He forefaw, that even his 
divineft gift to man, if preferitins itfelf to 

' his infant faculties, and perpetually felf ap^ 
parent through his whole exiftence, might 
lofe a confiderable part of its poffible in- 
fluence over his heart, and fall into njBgledl 

or 
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tor difufe. But that truth, which the di; 
ligetice of men alone can fully difcover, 
and which difplays moi;e 'vifible marks of 
ilts divine origin at every renewal of their 
refearches, is peculiarly adapted to operate 
•effedlually upon the underftanding, to pro^ 
duce a contiilued aiTent to its dictates, and 
-finally" to acquite. an abfolute dominion over 
,the heart. Of all the evidences, by which. 
'Chriftianity is fupported, that of Prophe- 
•cy raoft' abundantly poflefles this quality. 
°When we have entered upon our exami- 
nation of this eviddtice, the fexalted cha- 
jTadleir-of our Religion begins to brighten 
foh the view ; continually Ihines forth with 
rfrefh, acquilitions of luftre; and at length, 
■appears in all the glow and fplendour of 
its divine nature. For when we thus be- 
>hold, in multiplied inftances, a clear and 
■^mplc difplay of that ftupendous foreknow- 
:]edge, which can -only be pofleiTed by the 
fgreat Maker .and.Ruler of the univerfe, the 
truth of Revelation does in reality appear 
as manifeft and ftriking, as if it were in- 
ifcribed ,in charafters of -light on the .wide 
«!xpanfe of Heaven. 

i-y .91 JT ;1 -S. 



